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^,1 ., . —, — ,. ^1, . -, ^^1' ., ?? ', -, , . , -^ .
ce6t, Miss Eady, .

.() 1. , —
^ Bct 1., -1, ', — 1^ — >.,1
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Te6ii ,. -,, ^,. ' 1, cntrb., ,,. - , - -1?, ,.
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210. , 10 1916 .,
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1 9 . . 4 . .^, 1. !!! -,.
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— , 1^ —, 1.
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«^», ^/>() BctMH-, 1 — ,
Ducky ^' ,. () Baipo-, , ce6t1, — . — , 3a4tMb, , 1-, blase -, , -^, 18, 1>,«-» . «», ^ -
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— -1.1- ,1 — .', '., ^ ,-,. . . ., ,. . -. , , -
37,3 — ,

^ '1 10 ;-* 1.
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— , -1.1-1 ,, {, ,?1. — ,1 -1. () ., -, face -, , —. , 1 , . .-
' - . -, ,1, \ .(,, ),,. .,, ,
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^ .., 1
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, - , —^ ,. ,1 - ., , -,. ^
CoHt 1 — - -. 1.

216.

16 1916 ., , 6 .-^ .
^ , ^. 1

— — .
. . ... -, , —. — , , , -, . , --1 ;- — octaa,., ,1>1 1, '', .- , '-., ,1, -. ,, ,

— , ,.
MHtiiie ,, -. - -

^ Op6e.iiann.
' .
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,, ,-. — ,-. , !, %1., ytxa. ,- octie ^, -, , , -. ^ 1.. '..
217. , 2 1916 .,

', ^ ^,, ., 1' ,
— - ,. , --1. — '1, MHt -' ,., ;7(1)() — —; 1, -fe.,- ,1 1; ^, . Mnt 1! , ,,^ . (-) ,(1) ., . 7! -^, / ., 1 -«1». , ,

BNrbcTt. .
1.
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, ,. - Te6t,. ',11 yBisHMaeTb ycntxoMb.1 , 1, yBtpena,. , «» Bctxb, ce6''fe 1 . ,!, ,*^ 1., , — ,
— -, %

— 1, .,, . 1 ti, ,, 1.' (), ., ,1 --, -,,, .. ^ — - -, , /;7^().
. . ^^^^) ,- — -,-. , —.

218. , 3 1916 . ^,
, , - !

MtcTO. ^. ,
^ <1>.
2 « 17 2. . .;11; Moni.icBCKitt [1() 11.1

MniiiicTj)a . .; . .. -
24
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CTBie1. . . ., --1 - -,. 1.,, .1 , .,1, ( ),1. 5() ,! , !, 1. -. ., , ,,.

. . Ant, npitxavTb, —; 1, ^,^ -\ .,-, 1,
400, — , ,() -. -. ,, , , ^^ , .; . . ., ^ -;1. -;;.-1; . 4 1*. 1; . ^ 1; 1. -1 1;. '1, - ., -1 -
1, 1 . ;1 pascMOTpinie ^ -{ .; * -1{; ..1! apMin.
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, -, 1,1. Bct 1, . -, , Miiii -. ,, — -, ^,, ?, 1., .- . '1
— ,; — ^.1, ?1.1. . , ,

Bct ',1., 1,1>; -. . , -. , , -., ^ ., .-, , —, — Te6t, , ^. -, 1 '} ,
nacTpoeiiie, - 1., 1 ,, I

— .\, >' . .

.

219. , 4 1916 .,
ce6t. , -. , . -
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, ? ,1 .
, . . ., ptmenifl.^ 400 — ,1, 11 , —. ^, , ^

400 , -
— ^, , -. 1, 6

— ,, !, ,1, -, 5 1..' — "()..,,,, . -, ^, ,-, . ^ ,( '1 , ^1), —' , -, ^ 1. ,
^, . . ., -, , . ,, , ,-, .1 -,1 ^, — 1 -, , ., ,

, . , ],1, ., 1,.., -, ,. .
1.

37



, bohhIs -, 1. , -, . . , «»,
BOHHt ntKOTopoe <>\. .() ,, .. --, . ,'t, . -
cta, ^,, . ,

MtcTt,, (). -, Mtcrt, ' , -. 1. , ,
MHli «».

,, ' ce6t (-) . , -, . .^ ; ^ ^, , 1 -. ^ {-1) , , - —, - . 2

^ , ,, ,,, 1> .
. , :(), *. .,

— , — ,-, ^, — . , , utrb
«gentlemen»OBb, - — 1 }-1,, ..\ —

^ . II..
2 ^.
3 ['?
* ..
6 JKeiia .
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: , ,, .
— . ^(?()
—^ ., , 1>1.. — - -. -', , ,,. ^ 1' 1?, , -.- . -,1. . . -., - -

-fe, 1 — .,eot,,,,,, — - -. , -. - , -" , ,-1- '1 —' ^, ^ .,, - , ,., , ,
Bctxb '1 1. !,- .() , .- —-, 1.

220. , 5 1916 ., , ,'. ,-, -,
CKopte. ? Mnt

1 .
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11 , ,' . ntrb ,' ', ntib, — ! -,%1 — -1 ,, . .%, ,1 1 — ,
no3TH4Hte, 1-, . 1, -' 1, , -1, 1;, !. , ,

(') ^, ,, —1. Oirb,1, ^ . . ., , ,- , ., . , 1-
Hie . , ,
01 . , 1-

11. — -
— ,. , /4^;7() -

() 1 .^ % -{\)). !1 1 .,. !, -, " ^-..-()
1, ,'^-,. 1, 1. Mnt , — ,()

1 1 - ..
30



1. - , -, '.
HCTepntHieMb o6tu;aHHaro ,, . -,1, — ! — -; (-

.{\1), ^., ^ -, ', — «- »!
atac,, -; —, ,

-^., ",
—, , --, ,, 1 . —,% ,. 1^ '1!, -1. ,1, , '^ .- 1 — '-, 1 , -,., , .-^ -, .

^<?()?

221. , 6 1916 .,
. ,--, , -1 ^' (), ^ ., -

^ liropb.
2 . .1, *.

3»



, 1. —,^, ., -, 1., .', 1' . .() ., ' .
— , -, ,, . CKop'te1 . -,

MtcTO., . .(1)1, '1,1, . npHMtpy1, - ",. ()
(), (!) — /'2(), .() 1 ,^, , ,. ,' —1, ', [.() , ,

coBtTt. .()-, Bct-, 1, , -( ,)., 1! —( ce6t,, ., {\), — , HCBtcTKa )., (1\\) ^ -, , - ., 1.- crpant —, eot, ()11 .
1 . . .1 . ,. ..

32



, «» ., ' !, 1 -- — ? —, , ^ ,-, - 1.% 1 -, — -() ,. — ,() ,, 1? (-^. - ,, , --, — ^, --. , ., ,^ , {)\)-^, ,« -1» — . ,, -, , ^()-, — 1 , ,- ( Is!), .- , —1, , te1. —- , ' -. . , ,% otye .
222. , 7 1916 .,-, , ., ntrb, ,.;?() — 1-1 . ,-. m-me (-) — - 1 -, canaTopin. 1,

3 II 33



, , , ., , , -, ^. 1,
( atc,). ,11. , , — , -

—,111, ,, .,, -, 1.... .', , 1,. .' , ,, , 11.
( -),-'. -

to, ( 27 ^,
1') — ,-^ .'. '.,1 , ,. 1,., ty ,

«».
223. , 8 191G .,, , -

^. , — -, \ (%), MHt , -, , , 1 —
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MHt , %, ot-, , -, , ''. -, ,,. , — -, 1, - '1-. . Bet. 20,. , yta -. ^ -. , ,. , !

—1. -, -, HaBtpHoe, %,
.. -' 1. — , ,. , ,

. ., - ,. ? — ^, ^ -, . , -, . -,. , ,. 1 '. , . ,, .1, , ,«»., -^ -1 ,1 , .
. ., () -(1) ,

— . 1, — —

3* 35



-. , -^ .- ()-^>(),
H-ferb, . ^,, , ..'1, :«, »; .,.1 Tepn-bnie HSBtcTHH ., .
, , , ,1.. -'.-. ., ^-. , - (), ,. ,-?

—,, ,. , -/ . — ^'. .''.
224. , 9 1916 ., , 12, 1 cntrb, ., ,. — , 1, 1,1' , '^1, '.

Mnii, 1 1 A\o\vc -, ., ,
.̂
.

* ,'.
36



,1^ - '., -, ' .1 to. 1 —
— MaMauit- 1 ', .

Mnt t ., '.
— -, , —-, ,,. . — -

cHtrb! () . .,- 1, tae . ' cB-fe-

UBisTOBb, ,', —'
— ,'', ., ,, -. '-, -, ,, . . ,, -.

225. , 10 1916 .,
CHtrb,.1 -, — '' ,. 1, ',-, ; ., ,. , ., HCTopin ^

MHt ,
1 . . !» ..

37



, ,
pactoaie , , — , —,. ^, ()^ -.

HtKifi.
.() -
B-fert, 1 {\1^\\\\)., jnviHte, '

ctcec . ., — . '1, .1 . , .. — ()
—,., — -, —, -, 1 1. ,, -, ' . xot ,, -, ^^, ,. .1 opot ',%

«charmeuse» ^.1 , 1 \\%' tcox,.
Bcfe . — ^(' ) — 1.

coct,. -^, ., -, . ., , ',
^ 81 ,.̂.11.
8.

38



. -11 , -1 — ,. 1 —, , . ,1 «»., ,
— - (). . — ^ —. -. .

— , 1 , ,, ,, , —! ,, , ^ ^.
MHt , ^. , , ,, , ! -., , — !, , .111 ,^ 17 .. , , ,. Bet ^., -. 1' . .? ,., 11 . -, , ., -, .,, , ,1. " 1. , , —

1 . *.
39



. ,, ., ^ ., —, —, , ,, , ,, 1. ( ,, -,, — ), . MHt'1, .
226, , 1 1 1916 .,, , %!, ^. Bet ,1., MHt ?,^, . Bet -

ota 15 -. — ,pt . ., -
ntnicMb, ptei. — Mnt .-. ,-, cta — -, . , otrb -
pti !1.t, coBctMb eI<oto.
Mnt nocMorptTb . -, MHt,1 .,, " KptnKO1, , .,

BMtcrt ., HtKOTopbixb 1, ?
40



, ., . -. -
-, Te6t,1 ycntxb. , -, . - ,-1, ycntxb Bct, ,,, -, ,, ., , «»

227. , 12 1916 ..
-., . ., MH-fe, — , 1., . -, , .^ —, , , 1' -- , ,^ , —, 1., 15, ^ -, -1 ..-

, ?,
—

(1) — ( , ,, ,
17 800 )., , -, , -, .1,

24, .
. . (1). — 1., ,, .

41



. -!^ . 1!, ,, , -, () .
Mnt, 1 -. -, , ,' — -. IL/(). , .(), tcoo, , nocKopte.() —1 eot .(), — .?, ///(),, ^,1., , ^, ,, 1 1,, — 8 ,

—',: ,, . ote Te6t', ,., nepeMtny, '-. -, . ' -, - . -, ct, , Poccin. —. MHt, ctae, , -' ,. . . ,. () Te61i ,. 7:./.(),, ', 4tMb, ...,. Mnt , oto, xj-

43



, , -. , ' '., ,- ,. — , ()1 ',','!
--1?, . -?- —,,

^^, , -«'». — , -, , ,-, ' ^(). , (-), 1!,. 3 1 ^-.
, , ^,^, , 1.,, ,- .-, . —,1. , ., , ,, , . -, 1 «»

228. , 13 1916 .,, , ,. , -,, — . 1,
1 . 15 .
21 17.
3 . . ., - npocBtnteHia.
* . . . . . . ,.
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- —
Bct. , -,-, . . ^ , -^, ., .- , ()1,.- tao, , 1, —, .1 . ct-% t ,. .

- ,
MliCTt, yMterb .,, —? , —

, ,
— - ,, .

%1.t -. 1, tep, ^,. ce6t, ^ -
— , — ^1, pti ,, — ,, ctye -, ,, ., . . ()1, ,^ tae , . -

, — . -., 1. -, . -, -1. %
. ., ( ) -. Bctxb , " -

—1
Tt.vb,- -. 1'1, , -

^.
' 15.

44



' , , , -. , -
^ai, , ,(1) (), .,' , -,,. «»

229. , 14 1916 ., ^ . Bcfe -1.
—, 1 -. , ,, , -, . ,,, -, . -- , MH-fe'. ',.,. ^ -^ . —-, ',.. ., -- -. , ,. 1 --. , , -, , --1 , Poccin 2.1 — -, ,,, -.! lyvb, .

11 111,1.
2 7 1,, 1 -.

45



, >() % -, , .,
--,, ^, —10, 1 —
coat, ,, — otac ;?(1),,, . ,, ^,%. * ,. 1.1.1 ,. , ,, % ,

— , -, -- . ), , ^ ., , -., ,, ,, . -, , ,-.1 , -, -? 1? 11 ,, , .
— -, '1 -.

4 , -. -
'^,,11. ,.

— , 01.
1 15 111 . .-.
• . . - .
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paaptmeHin , ^, — . , 1,, ., ,,. , ,t',.- , ,- , ', .^, . 1., , ,, —- . .,^, , '
«Streber» i, ,

toopo , ,, ^ %
MtcTy. MHtnie,

. ., ., . , -, ,, , —1 ,. acoi, -, -. , , ,,- , — , ., 1 ,?, , ,,,. ., .
tbeey.

No 230. , 15 1916 .,, , ,.
1.
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—-. ,,1 .1>., 20
— . ?, acyei '.-,, !, ., , «-».'. ., ,. .', 1? 11 -. ,' '. ' ,, ,, ^., . .- Te6t, -.,. , Tt,11 ,,.^ , , —, (). ,' Mtcrt.
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— ., , 1-, . 7- -
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— -. .(.. 116).

1.
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— ., .' ,^- ,.

16 . , 13
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1.
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,, —%?,
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—^, 1
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//9(), , -. - ,, , -, , ^ 1
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4* 51
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—, .,. ,1. ,-1,-1 ,. , , ytae.,, . to ut-. .

232. , \7 1916 .., . ,1 ,,1 ptKH. '' , -
1, ',. , , -,-, —^'^ ^.. ,

— —? , ,*1 ' — .'1 1, --. cnt ,
— .\1 — ., //() /7(),, .-, 11., < , out.'1 ( Aim).
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peoei. Mnorie, .1, . . —,. .. ,, ! , ,,. ,.
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, — Mtpt

MHt — , - '.1,, . ,. ,, .1' ,. , 1-, -1 ^ — -? , . -1, ,, , ,
— , 1, ,. ,, —^t .1.

1 . 11>, .
' -.
3 1 II. ..

54



, 1 —^. ,,. -^- ., . .
233. , 26 1916 . ^

6e3utHHbift,,
ot ,. ; ,1^, ,-, ., 1 , -^. ,, -, 1 -, ,.

— ,'. -fe, .- npitxaTb ,1 HCTopin, ,, — ^1, ' , ^.!
' ,, —

, , — ', -. ., , 1 11 —' 1, — ., —,-, 1, . -? , 1, -, 1 - .
1 ^ 111 .* .

. . .1 . '.
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? 1- 1., ,1 1 ',. -,. ,, ^ ,' ,, -., — atc, ., , —
cbHit ( ) .\, .- - ,151 . -1 . ', ont ' .

— Bcfe11; -
Bt4H0CTb. , , !, Te6t ycntxb1,. ty -, , , ,, , -~, ^., , , — ,. Mnt ,^ -, ,. , ,. 1<.

234. , 27 1916 .., . ', ., \ 1{,, ^ \. «» ^. . 1,.
^ 1>.
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,. . -- 1.. ,
ntnie . , , uwb n-ferb. ' ,-- 1',' ^,
— -, ,. . ., .1? , , ^ -. ^,.- ty ., , .

235. , 28 1916 .,, . , CKopte. ,1 ' ',, 1,( ), ^ ntKOToparo, --, . - '1 .- . ,^ — ^ ',. -, -. m-me ^,, ..̂
, — ,- ,.

1 . 11 '.
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. npitxa.ib, .. -fe,. '
— . , .\>,
— . ^, .

MHt- ^,. , , ,-1. 1. , -. ', ^
, , . .. , HliCKO.TbKO -, 22- -. /1//7(-
1). , -, , ,. ,1. ,, ,, -1 ., 1, ,. «».

236. , 29 1916 ., , .-,. ., .,
— 20- , .
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- - onepauira,, — , — -,,.- , cta cot-. , .1 ., ^ - ,. ---. ,-. -, —, 1., 1^, CuHodtb, -~ -,, ^ , -. , ,, ', — , '1 . —. 1,. . , ,, , ^., ,. , ,--. .
237. , 30 1916 ..̂ , -. ,\ ,. ( '),, ^ ' 10 {})., -fe .() , ., ^- ,

1 , 1.
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- . CtpeHbKift, ,, -, ., ., ,. , t .«>^. ',-. , Bct

BM-bcT-fe, . ,.. , ., , .
238. , 31 1916 .,, 1 coe^., ^ -.-,, 2^., -,- , 1,

cnacenie. , —-1. - ,, -
1,- ^ . .,. — 1, ,1 -, — ?, ..

o6o3ptHie, — ,, <?(),, 1,, 1>, ( -). . oin> ,1 , . <?()
1 1181. .
*1.
3., .



1,, , ^
MtcTa. ,- (?), , -.-, , '--^, , xot. ,, ., . '. {),1, — . 1,( )1 ,( -bcTt, -),

, ,, ' (,-- -
TptHira),,, '

., - , ,- to,, , . .- , -- 1 ,-., -, , 1.- -^', -^ , ., — - , - |' , .- , 1 -. ^- ,, ,-. 1 ',, , -.
1 ..
2 BiitcTo «».
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., ,, ..-
«».

239., , 1- 1916 .

/, , -- , — Mtpt'1?1 1 .1; ,.^ Bcfe 1 , —, ^ -. -- , —- , —- ,-. Te6t , ,
— , ,- ., , — ,. 1 —. ., ,, ..

. . , ,,- 25.
et, , . >" , tcox,-. 1,.- .1, -.^, ,, ., ,-

2



, ,
. , ^., , ., -^ 16- npitxarb .^ - ,,. ' ^-

nanax'fe. , ,, . -- , — ^, ',^, — ,
TaKie . , - ,, , , , , —,, ., - ,, — -- ,, ., , -1'£ ' -1 '. ,

-fe, -,-, .'() -, —, -,. ,, .1 , , — ,, ,., . .
101., ,, . -., -- '. ^,'' .1 1..,, , ,.



-01,ty , ., .
240. , 2- 1916 .,, ,- . ,. ^-. ,. ^ 1, - ,. , ,

«The Boy». ,, ^1 22 ,-, .\ ,; - ce6t1 1>, , -, , \ tw .
Ain't ,, ,«-1 ».. ,1,, ,. - Mnt,- , ont .1. 1, m-me (). ,1 , ,-. 1. 0<5(-). , 1 >, , 01 -. — .1, 1 . —

>"1 ,
64



; — ,, , mhIs -1, , 1'., ,.
241. , 3 apt 1916 ., -, . , , --, ( -^)., rfe, ,1, ., ,, , ,- , -.' , -,. ,- ,,'1. - .', ^ -. , 1,'' . .- ^-1 ^ . 1,

TtMb ,,{ .
notxaTb , ,1.1, '. ,1 1
BM-fecTO! ,

1-, .
II 6$



. - ^ ,-; , 1 -, , },' ^.
MH-fenie. ,, ,^

^^. !,. M-fecTt. — Te6t Mt-. ,
3 , ,

,, . ^ 1
-\. .- - //(-), -- M-fecTo, . \ Mtcro,%. 1,^ .1, ,,, % . -- ,, .:, \
MHt, ,, 1.,,. , ,, . 1' , -,1,,. . , -

1*,, -1... ., *.1 , -.
1 '.
2 17 1 --.
31.
* , . II.1.
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, .1. , ,..? ote .?, . ie -' ' «».

242. , 4 1916 .,
iisBtcTie 1,- ;. ,, ' ., 1., ; ,

MHt, , , —. , ,1. ,
— cntra ' -fe

— ^-. -, ' ' ., ! — - —, , ,' '. , ,
— eto.- ,,1 ,, - , ,1, — ., - — ', -1 1., . .(1), , 1'. , co^f. ,

', ,-^., , ,, .
6* 6;



—
aot, (-), 1 (-

Mt '%, 1 tae,-) to ^ ., . . . — , mhIi, |,, . ., — toJf. ?, gaga? ,^., -,,. 1 1 Bcfe., ,- 1 .
11 1., ' ., ^ -.

cHiiie ! atc, -1 -
--. -,- ' — . ., ,, , ,

— BM'bcrt , —\^ —11., , -
Te6t1 , yteie Te6t1 '. ,
. , .., , ,, >1. 1 . -', 01, .

1 . , .
68



243. , 5 apt 1916 .,,
ce6t, ooect

puzzle,— « ». , ,. 1 ^, - ^ ,, — 1 .,., - .^1 1 -, , —.
', — -''1 , —, , —, ^. , -1 1. ,, , -1 -., !

Mipa . {^: , -, ai ( -). , -- - ., .- 1 — ,. , -^, — -,
PocciH . ,1 ., ?, , -, . -,, , , , !,(), ., , ,

9



HiMb, 1 ,-.
Ctpoe cntrb. Te6t npomenie, ,.t1 %:

6- - oo^. -1 , ., ,'. ^ 1. 3-.', Te6t 1,1. — , .,, Te6t 8 %-, (). , .
^ "1, , ' ,1', .'' . ,,, () , -. ,, '1, ,, ?,1 , — BM-fecrt^1. {^), ,, HCTopiif , 11.

oHii ,, 1 , -",, ,1. ,1, 1 -, — 01 ..
1 Ilexepeypri.
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1, , -
BctMb BMtcrfe. , ta '., ,, — ,1 , 1,. , — .^ , - , ,. -, -, . ^. ^ . ^-1 ',,, '., , , .

244. , - 1916 .,- 1,, ,t -. tcoo. , -.: .. ,1 — '1 -.
pyKt, —-., , ^-. ,, — ',-'. BHt 1,, ,1, ^., , --, , — ,, '--

1 0..
2 HMiHie ...

7»



1. ,< , , , —,, , — ,1.,, — ^ ;7(1),^, .1., -^, ,
. 2, . ., -;
pitae . . 1 -,1 ,,,., ^, ,-. , -% %1. ^ ^, 1 '',. ,, , ., . ,, '. - . ^,,

Mopt, CKopte.. , (-
., - , ,

ntTb , ), ^ , —
-^, .1 - ptK-fe, — 1-

— , ^. -, ., ,^,. . -; . ,, ., . «»
1 .
*.
'.

7«



245. % 1916 ., - ,. KOMHaTt -1, - . Foen ^., , -. •. -, , 1
Mente. , .- , -1, . . () otaa, —

MOTop'fe. - - -, — !^ , -,. 1 .- . , ,. % , —
MH-fe , — ,1 . '- .., ^ ,, , ., t, — ^, , .
7- -. ^ , ,.. ,

Te6t.. npH4acTie. ,,. - , ^, 1 --^. -,. , - -, , '.
t-.

73



te ,, ^ ,, Sunbeam., . -, ,, — ,, -
cTopoH-fe, .. .

Mtpt. , ote'
Te6t 22- 1. ,1 .,} Mnt., ^^,1 ., , .> ., , . .-' .

Bcfe- ^'.
246. , 8 1916 .!,, ,1 Bct, ont,

22 . MHt., -, ,
, — '1, ,

Miit 1 »,. ,1 cpteoc ,, -. 11; %1 -1 , otx -, ^ , —
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. , ,,
Nra-fe -. ,, ,. ; %,, ^ t ,. , ,. , —

yBtpennocTH , ,. -, ., —
22. 1 -,

i, \. -1 '-
1, , —- 1, MHt , -. ^. '( ) 121, .

— ,
BM-kiTO,., — , ,. , ,, ., ce6t. -, --, ; 1.-1 ., % -. -^ . ,, .10'1,1-- .'. 11,1 , ,

1- .
75



eot,1, , 1.' ,
oeii, - ,1. . -fe,1 '., ,.,, 1, 1,- , '1, — .1, %,1, ,1, . ,, % — caMONfb -bjrb -^1, 1 ,1 .. , , -,^ , ^.11 1, ,- ;1 -. Mnt, --1 , — , .- . %, .:

1. .
2. ..
3. ..
4. .. .

12 :
1..
2..
3..
4. ..
5..
6..
7..
8..

7



9..
10.., .^: «X. . -, -, . 1». 1 ,-, , — ^,

MHorie , — ^, - .- 1 , — ,^, . ',, — . ,- -1. ,-, , .. ^, - .^, , , ., ,., , , -- .., , , 31- 22 ..,1 ,, , ., - ,-. .-«» , —, — -,--. -, , --, ,, , -. . ^ -.
77



247. , 9% 1916 ., !' ., , coBctMb. - xoTt-

, BMtcTt BCTpt4H ,
yTt-1.

Te6t -. -, — -; ., ,1. -, Te6t,-. , ,, —, cta otx,, , -. , — . ,. ,,.1' , —
nonpociLiH . . . nt-. , t , —

HMtnin,' .;. , . -
Teppact,1 .,. -. -. -( ),



, ^-
citHib ., , . .,1> osept., ,
9110. 1 ^?, ,

', —, 1 .
6- ,1 ,, — % ., -

face, ntTb. . '., ^, ,. , .- , ,, . .. ., , -, ?? , ,
-. , ^- ycntxb -^., '^,. - ^-. ', ,1 -.

248. , 10 1916 -!,.- , ^ ,, ycntxa .
1 , 1 «».
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1 ,
— , \ ., — Te6t

Mnt. — ,, —.. ^., ^, — ,, , —, '1, — -., . ,, ,. , ?, 41^0 .,1, . . ^,, .,(, ), —, ,., . -. ;?32() ^;?() (-). , .« ,. XpucmocoeoHie -.
. . ,.,,, 1 ,, 1,1. ., — ., , .... . -,

^.
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249. , 11 1916 .,, , 1-? >^1, . ,1, '
.. «», ,, , , ,' ., — 1-, paotc.. -, .\ '' 500-. ,. ,.,., ,1', yi, , ,.

— () 101-. ,. -, ',. 1^
'. , ?, , ^, «».1, — , ,- .

Te6t1. , ^-.1.1', — . ,
1 Ko6yprcKiu().

6 II



TBoii ,
CMOTptxb . Bet -, pat 1.
II , -, -

KapT04Kt, — , Bct!! et, ., 1. ,\
MHt () «Partir c'est mourir un peu, c'est mourir
pour ceux qu'on aimc» . . ,1, .

—. -1, ., -, , , —1 1,, . .'.
^,, — .

BtcTb, --1. , ,. , ,, - ]i ., ,. , 1, . 1., , .1, —, .
250. , 24 1916 .,, ,1, \',, \i .,, — (

1 ..
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), — ,
paa.iyKt, ., -
1. , BMtcrt. -., , 1, '-
iiieMb, -, — BMtcTl>-, . ^ ,1' , — ,, '1. , ,'. , ceeii, ^. ! , , ., , , , . ,,, ...
- 251. , 25 1916 .,

1, ? -' ', ^ -. ',, , — 1. . , —, 1. 1', — cT'feH'fe -. ,. , ot. , —, , 299, — - . -
aot . , —, Kaicb,, , -, ', —1 , ., -fe, — .. , .

6* * 8



KOMHaili. -^. Ant, ,
i, . -,- , tapco ,

KpoMt , 1. -, (^ ).,.', 11., , . Bcfe u'fe-.
-, , — Kptnocrb, ^, .
252. , 26 1916 ., , .-.- . . . ., - aot. , -ot . ,. . . %
-^, (, ,) — ' 111, -,. ,, ,, — , ..,, , %, — Bct H36trHyTb

1 20- ., * -,..
» . . . ..

•

84



1 , '^ 1,. ' .\ - -1 . .?, ., --1 , , --, -1, — -,. The Rosary,1, ^ ^-. 1, -1?- , , —,, . ,. ' '.. .
253. , 27 1916 ., , -- 1 ., ' -, -^ ; ,,,, . . , ,, '.1 ; ^ ,', ^1 ',, .1, .., . ^),, , ^., ^-, —. ote 1?'. -,, ; ' '. .



,,oty. BCTptTiiTbCH, naAtracb.. ty, , .
254. , 28% 1916 .
6e3utHHyn,
, , — o'to^, MHt , -'., MCHte

lixaTb . ', -11 ^ , —1. ,, Bct, , —, 1., , 1,
Bct , -.
21- , —. -1, ,, — , OFrb., . , —- -,, . , !», ,, —.. ,, ., ,-- . ,, 1 . .,. :, -,,, > .1, -, — .,( ) —
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, , ,, 11
, , ^ . ^1', ^ '1 ., -! ,« '».,11, .,1 %1 /

^>? , ,. , ,. , ^, , ,1.1 ,. cptc et., , ,
Bct -^, -1 , — ., , — 1-, 1 .. , Bct -, ^-^ , ., , ,, ' -., - t. . .

-fe, . ,- -, , .- 1?/ , ocMorpliTb. , -, . ',, MHt,- ,
ott,, ^&, -',-1 '.

^ 26.
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" 1, .11 -.. ? MHt --., ,;et ;̂. «»
255. , 29 apt 1916 ., ,, , ,-, . -, — ' -, ., , ',, — ?, ,, 1, ^

15? ot,, ota;
OTBtTHTb. ta1, tpoo. .. ^ , ,, — ', —, ^,, , ^. CHtrb,, ., npHHiLvaTb,, — .1 ( )ot. at 1, ,'1, ., ,.

6e3utHHbH"i , .. ,oty. ., , ,11 . ^-, .
^ . .1 .
2 . . .1.

8



, 30 1916 .-,
256.-1. ^ , -, 1? nyreniecTBie SM'fecrb, —, . .

.

, -1 1, —,--.,, ,,. ' '',', ^ 4,,. - ,.1, ,.
Atrn,.- ', ctc. ,,.

\n>i . .^ '%1, — nocTopoHHHX"b. ^,-, — , .-^ . ( )., ,, -. , , — , -fe ^, , .-. 11 ''1 ?, , ., ,.̂- . .
1 . . .
2 . . .
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257. , 1 19 16 .,,
|) . ,

utib, , , —,, ,1 -
1, — ., ^ CTopoHt-, 1, — . \, , ,.

Cto, ', ,, , '', —., 1, .\
MHt . 1.

ntrb }1 ,. ,-'1 ^() — '1
aet, at./ . -1-.« , , > , 1,, — », .,, ., , . -, 1, . ., ,1.,, , , ,. ., . ,!., , —1 , oin> , . .,, ., \-

HiflMH , ( ).
1 . ,,.
9



, ^,
. . , , ,' , tceo! , /!. .

258. , 2 1916 .,-, ,', — , , ,
— .-, -, ^ ".

, , -, ..\ :()., () ( ,
) , , ^(),1. -1 - ,, , ()^, , ', 111, — . --(), ,. (-), (-), , X. .!
. , ,(, ),, ,, , -
— , cbohxtj,, ,, — , —
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, , -, ., — -1,, ., ,1. ,, , ., — ! .
, — , 1... (,, -), ^ 27, Btpnte,

^ , to -. 11 1 ,. ., ^-.

259. , 17 1916 .*,- , —1 ^-. , , -, ,. -1, ^,, 1.
—

necK^fe, ^\ 1.?, , ,, 1 11>, ^. '1.\;., , ,1 .,.
1.
* ' ,,,, Eiuiaxopiro.
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. -
^, ''' .

Kp'fenKO 1'.
«»..

260. , 18 1916 ., , . -, — ',
Sunbeam'a. , ?, , - \ '^',1,, -- .,' . .,, — 2,15., '. .1 '-. '1: , OH-fe, :1, — ont , ,. . ,

Misp-fe, ., '1
— -^', . 1?, , ;, — ' MHt,,,'.- , —, ^, - .' , -. , Bdbxb, '.

93



,, -- . -, , 1 , ^<. .,, ^1,, .
etoopoao ,

Te6ii ',, ' -1 , ' -
1, — , , .,,1. 1 29 ,! 5 1,
MapiH 14-., , , ,, ,, , -'. .-.

261. , 19 1916 .,- -.
Te6t, . MHt, . ,,. .

— , \>. ,,, -, —1 , ,
'!, — Bct ,, cptc' , t>c 1.at aapet .. !}, ,, Bct .-1, . ,1, ,1 . .-. ., , 1, —

94



, i , } '. , coBctvib.1 , —, , —, . -
CKopte ,
ot. HtncHO ty , ,..

262.. , 20 1916 .

- ., -' .1 . ,
t'fe , ., ,, ^. ^-, , ., - -. ,-, ,. -;; .

'- , - --,. 1 BctMH, -\','' .1 -
Jliieadiii , -. .? 1, %! 1 -1 , ., , -, . —, , . ^-,.1. .
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- Bcb - '; — out. .--.
263. , 21 1916 .,

-. , , — ^, -^ 1, .
— , ,-. ' . ,? to mile -'' ,

50.000 — 2.000, , —
2.000 , ^, '1.-? *, , ',. ~ ^'1 1 ^, '1 «1», 1 11 .
ota . ,, ., .-, —1., - .; —. - ^, ..

264. , 22 1916 ., -
, — , . Miitt , , oty.

1 . 1, . II.,.
* . . AiracT.-icia.
'.
9



, , . ,. - -
— , . .: .. 1-.1 -. - , puzzles, i- .

.() . , .
-, Te6t --. 1 , -, .. ^ ,

(), .
— ().^. -

Mopt, — , 1.., , ,- , , . ^»., 1' 28- .
265. , 23 1916 ., .

opaei, ' ^-., , — ,,.' !- ,, —' ,-, ( , 1).- . - 1 ., , -,-1, , ^ -
1 , caaie .
2 '.

7 II 97



. ,. , ,, ' , .,, .
1>'.1> , -11 . 1 , ,1 H.iiodopo.uo ., |.1 .
1-11 1'~ ..., MOii.', , , -,

<>.
1> 1 1 .

., 24 1916 .
Ki 266.

\ , . inicbMO. ,(11) m-lle. !.(\) \ -,( ), .
\1111., 1, ,. , coct 1.. .> ,-.1 ..... .,]1., 1, ,, - \1 H3BtcTi4, -iri1. , .,- , , - .1.

1 ;» lleTfpcuin. oi.i.i;i .vliiicriiiiio.ii.iKi .- .la.,1 .Montgolas.



, . ,
:> , — , BMtcTt,1 1. t'b 1.- , 1,

-fe ^ ?? — ., .,- , —. ., -. ,, . 1,, . , ..

267.

.
, 25 1916 .,

ctpbHl , , — .. -, . ,1 -,
Mirfe ,11..1
.1 i. , — .,1. ,,, , —, ., .. ^,.., 1. -, -( 1),1 , , — .

11 24!., .
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-fe1. ^ ,, . .. , 1 tci,, .' ,. .
, 26 1916 .

268.,- - .,-. ,'^ . ,1 —- .,','1. ,
M'fecrfe. , -5() (>{\\^.) (). , -, .,,(1), ,-,'. ,'. ,, - , ^ -- ,

.'1. Mut, ? .^ '. -1, -', 1 .' 1 -, ,1. , . ".to ty, .-- . ^

^, 1.
IOO



269, , 27 1916 .,1 B-fecTH , yT-femenie

Tepntnie., , -
Bcfe^ ., ^ , ,, —, .-, '. -,. -,, ., 1. ,- , .-. , 25-,. ,

HMtnie.^ '?
BOCToprt,

'-1, — ,,, . ,, — 11 . ,, .,, '.
Ctpoe, , ,. ,, — , —.

, 1?
. . .( ),- .. ' -, — ^ -

-, , , , .^, cta.^.1 1



, out 1., .-- 1, .
«>..

270.

28 1916 .,, ,' -, 1 .^^ .. ,,, . ,, 1.'/, — .'
. ., , . ,.. . .1/. ^ ,.1 1 '1. , -1 11, .. .. . .Mnt

tn-me. , —1, ., — 1,, ( ),
NHit . ? .\ota ,-., , ,

19. ! - ,
KTi ;. }' '1, .. 11.

1 .' 1 ..
1 27 iiepcHeceiiie ;. .VciiliucKaro! 1

iicpeneaeiiin on apitiio.

I02



271. , 29 1916 .

.\\,, 1 /), ! >.
CoBciiMb , - ,, !,.!. , -. , ., .\ inicbMO. }-,, — ^- Bct ,
- NiliCTa, 1,1, -1., . II.., 011' ^ - . .- .'.. , NHioro; , 1, —, /!1' .,' - ., .1^., ,1 ., ., .. , , \ -, . «^>.

piiKt? . :?, \) .' [>1.1> \" ,
^!.. 1> .MHt>.

272. . 30 1916 .. ,^ . 1'1">%1 .



, . .-^. ?., -, 4tMb., .- , \ ,. ^ --., — -, ,1 ,. .- ce6t
^. .,1, ,(), , ^ .

— «The Wall of partition» S —, ., .. .., ,, .
273. , 31 1916 .,
. , .1. 101()., — ,, 1. TBOHNfb,, , — \ \\\>, ,. . pio. , ,,

11 .
I04



. '?,
-, , ,, . Mn-fe '. 1? -, . ,-. t, .. .-, , .

274. , 1 1 1916 .,
to ., 1 ,{., , 11 -

ptei . Bet
-fe: ^ ,,,. 1 cpaai,- ., . 1, ,.', ,. , 1. , ,\ 1 . ', , , —%1 .^ chiffon., , , -.{,,,, .-. , ,

— . .
I05



MHt —-'. - My>KeMbKtto. oty ., , . « .

N". 275.

., 2 1 1016 .

'!,'' . ..
HMiiTb OTI. tci. - 1 ,, 1 \^. , 1'. .\, .\1 ., 1, 1> 1>,« .)
jf ( ), <) -. .) . .( ) -. ., , .1 bi>. -- .

\(1;, .(1)
.1, >. . -

.,' !.. Oini ,.1 1, , . - .)! , 1> -, ,, ,, .\1 \1-.1, 1)1.' 1., , ^1.
1 . . iiHiin;iiiTiiiii..
16



,, . -, -., , toa ., ^ ,, — - , -, ., , — ' ,. . .
^> 276.

., 31 1916 .,, ,^ 507. ,, . , -- , 1 ^., 1\' 1, ,- .,, .^ ( 19 '.
1914 -

einj. Freiwilliger -),, ,', — ,. Te6t -, —, , —. .
Tcot 1, 11.. , ~., ,,. .( CoBisTa), , --, - , -.

^- ».
-.

I07



. S --, — , ,, -^
', 1< , ,, .

Te6t, -, ,? — '. — ^-, 1, -., , ,. .
277. , 4 1 1916 ., .

%,. ,
cbBept, , , -%- , ctBept

acyeie,, — ,, — coBtrb.., -^ ot ,
, , 1-^1., ,. ^,( , ), (),(), 1,. — , -•, ^ , —±

— <' , » —,, . !-. 1',,,,.,/-, , , oiui, , .
^-, 1 1.
18



, , Te6t -, npio-. . ,. , .-, , .
278. , 51 1916 .,, 1 -, -

ce6t, ', , —- -. , ,, , .. -1, . , TVIh-

', , —, — ^. —, , .
TepioKH ., , -, , ' -

1 , , .
, 1 ^ ,., ^^, ^, — ,. ,-, --, ,

.^, - --. . ,. ., ,,1 -, -. .!
21 -. N. N. ^, , -1-, -^ ..

11 '].
I09



279.
f'c.io, 6 1| 1916 ., .1., - }.'' riocntmno , — !.
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No. 200.

Tsarskoje-Selo, Jan. 28-th 19 16

My very own beloved Sweetheart,

Once more the train is carrying my Treasure away, but I hope not for

long — I know I ought not to say this, & for an old married woman it may
seem ridiculous — but I cannot help it. — With the years love increases &
the time without your sweet presence is hard to bear. When I could be about

& nurse the wounded it was more bearable. For you its worse, my Own.
I am glad you see troops already to-morrow, that will be refreshing & to

all a joy, I hope you will have the same sunshine as there is here to-day. —
It was so nice you read to us & I hear your dear voice now always I And
your tender caresses, oh how deeply I thank you for them — they warmed me
up & were such a consolation; when the heart is heavy with care & anxieties,

every tenderness gives one force and intense happiness. Oh, could but

our children be equally blessed in their married lives — the idea of Boris is

too unsympathetic & the child would, I feel convinced, never agree to marry
him & I should perfectly well understand her. Only never let Miechen
guess other thoughts have filled the child's head & heart — those are a young
girls holy secrets wh. other must not know of, it would terribly hurt Olga,

who is so susceptible. That conversation has made me feel far from cheery,

& as it is I feel very low at yr. going & my old heart cramps itself in pain

— cannot get accustomed to our separations. — Here, Baby's note will

amuse you.

The lilies of the valley are to brighten up yr. writing table. You will

talk seriously to Kedrov, wont you — because the joy & honour of this

journey comes almost like a recompense & so as to cover the reprimand he

so rightly deserved.

Why you saved him being judged again &, tho' a nice man, needs to

be held in hand, the Admiral ought never to be so familiar with him — he

is terribly ambitious. But you take him for short, I suppose. — What rejoi-

cings there will be, when you get rid of Bontch Bruievitch (can't spell his name)
— but he ought to be made to understand first the wrong he has done &
wh. falls upon you — you are too kind, my sunny Angel, be firmer & when
you punish, don't forgive at once & give good places — one does not fear

you enough — show yr. power, one profits of yr. marvelous kindness & gentle-

ness. — Sad I cannot take you to the station, but I am not up to it, the

heart being enlarged — & the v>engineer-mechanic<.<. came.

My Own, my light, my love, sleep well & peacefully, feel my tender arms
encircling you, & your dear sweet head rest it in thoughts upon my breast,

(not upon the high cushion you dislike). —
Goodbye, my Treasure, my Husband, Sunshine beloved, God bless &

keep you, holy Angels guard you & the force of my intense love. Oh my
Boy, how I love you I Words cannot e.xpress it, but you can read it in my eyes.

Ever yr. very own old

yr. Own. Wify.

Oh, the lonely night!
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No. 20I.

Tsarskoje-Selo, Jan. 29-th 1916

My own Treasure love,

I thank you very, very fondly for yr. sweetest letter you left me as a

consolation — over & over again I have reread it, & in the night when I

could not sleep & my eyes ached fr. crying. — We went to bed at loi/j —
bad night «& head aches this morning.

Have just finished heaps of papers from Rostovtzev.

It is gently snowing — 2" of frost. Ania peeped in a second on her

way to town & she begged me yet again to thank you fr. the depths of her

heart for the money. She telephoned it to our Friend, & He said it would

bring you blessings — & that she is to put it aside in the bank to be a fund

she must collect for building the home for the cripples. — I shall see whether

we cannot give her a bit of ground — it would be good if it were not far

from the Invalid House, as then they could profit of our bathhouse & shops.

1 wonder whether you will begin the French book, you will see how

exciting it is. —
How did my Lovebird sleep? Howl miss my Sunshine 1

1

Do think about Ivanov, it would indeed be a splendid change — & clean

beginning for 19 16 — Polivanov needs no place to bother you about, Stcherbn-

tchev can replace Ivanov & then somebody energetic in his place. What a bore

old Ruzsky is not yet well enough. —
How glad I am that you have got Sturmer now to rest upon; one

who you know will try & hold all the ministers together.

Now I must be getting up for luncheon. Later Benkendorf wishes to

see me & Mme Volzhaninova from the Crimea.

The Children want to see Rodionov to-morrow evening, as he wishes

to go to our Church for service. —
Sweetest of Sweets, then now goodbye & God bless and protect you. I

cover your beloved face with very tenderest kisses, & remain

Ever yr. own wify
AlLx.

Fedorov slept well, coughs less, 37.

Mme Zizi feels better, 36.4, tell this to Kira, who does not think enougb

about his mother. — Have a quiet talk with Mordvinov about Misha's story

& then about Olga & ask what sort of a man her N. A. is.

No. 202.

Tsarskoje-Selo, Jan. 30-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

We were so happy to get yr. telegram during tea, and to know that all

went off so well — how nice that you had a guard of honour of your vCabar-

dintzy<i. at the station. — There must have been heavy fighting as Baby's
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train brings 1 5 wounded officers and over 300 men from Kdlkutiy — Drissa,

that is where Tatiana's regiment is and where you will be, it seems to me. —
All looks so white to-day, a good deal of snow fell yesterday — 3°. of

frost — Had a bad, restless night, went early to bed — head ached and con-

tinues to, heart the same. — I saw Mme \Jolzhaninova fr. the Crimea —
(wine-makers) you remember her I am sure, she met me on the pier with

flowers, lunched at Livadia and sold at the bazaars. You made acquaintance

with her old mother (over 90) at the opening of a childrens' sanatorium beyond
Massandra — Mme Zheitukhin born Ilovaiskaya, daugther of the hero of Boro-

dino. Her property near Bielovezli was completely destroyed and she had no
time to save anything and she possessed many historical things. You are

the 5 Emperor she has seen.

Our Friend is very happy that you see the troops now again, he is quiet

about everything, only anxious Ivanov should be named, as his presence in

the Duma can be of much help. —
I have again several officers waiting to be received — that continues

the whole time — and I do feel so tired. Wish I could at last get to Church
again — not once in the month of Jan: — and I long to go and place my
candles there. —

Old Professor Pavlov died — he got poisoning of the blood, after an

operation he had performed, I think. —
Lovy sweet, I miss you awfully. The evenings are dull — A. is

aggravated we all lay patiences, but it rests the eyes after much working
and to sit with folded hands is awful. She likes reading aloud, but gabbles

awfully — but one cannot sit and talk all day, and I have nothing to speak

of — I am weary. Dear Sweetheart, I am not boasting, but nobody loves

you s intensely as old sunny — you are her life, her w n I

God bless you Precious one, I cover you with tender, passionate kisses

and long to have you back into my arms again.

Ever, Nicky mine yr. very own old girly

Wify.

No. 203.
Tsarskoje-Seio, Jan. 31-st 1 9 1

6

My own sweet Treasure,

Tatiana was delighted that you saw her regiment and found it in good

order. I had always hoped to go about more, in sanitary trains too, and to

have the chance of seeing at least one of my regiments. — Rodionov was m
Church yesterday evening, dined with Ania and then came to us. He leaves

to-morrow. Again they stand in a new village, he said, only 8 versts fr.

Volotchisk and all the officers together in a landlord's estate — they have

changed already four or five times. He showed us some groups he had made

and of some of them on horseback — MSassoyedov's horse looks quite anti-

diluvian. —
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A grey morning, 5 degrees. Got to sleep late, but then slept alright,

head scarcely aches, but heart and eyes do, and I am writing in specks, so

as to tire them less. — I saw one of my Crimeans yesterday — now they all

deeply regret that Drohiazi^in leaves them — all stories had finished, and now
they appreciated him and much regret the change. — We receive military

cadets to-day who will be promoted to-morrow I believe, and then leave.

Then Varnava, Archbishop Seraphim, — Kuptsov (Erivanets) who was here

on leave and wants to see me before returning to the regiment, then AlekH
what can he want ? probably to talk about Gagri, but then I shall have to tell

him about Skalon.

At 6 comes Captain of the 1-st rank Schultz (such a purely German
name, alas), who leaves for England — suppose its the one with the long beard
who commanded the »Africav., if I don't invent, occupies himself with hypnotism,

and his sister was nurse in my hospital during the Japanese war and died

later at Kronstadt.

One of the wounded I received yesterday, gave me a charming collec-

tion of photos, he had taken at Eupatoria — some lie out taking sunbaths, others

covered in mud, others in baths, having douches, being electrified — quite

amusing. —
Yesterday was the silver Wedding of the Putiatins.

I am trying to give you all the news I can, tho' its not interesting,

alas. —
Sweetheart, I wonder whether you get my letters on the way, probably

they will await you at some big station — I wish I were in their place and
could feel your sweet lips upon mine and could gaze into your beloved eyes

Sorely do I miss my own Sweetheart and his tender kisses, wh. mean so much
to me. — Well, Lovy, I will end now. Goodbye and God bless you now
and evermore.

Endless kisses fr. yr. very own old

Sunny.

No. 204.

My very Own,
tsarskoje-Seto, Feb. i-st 19 16

Colder this morning, 7 degrees & snowing. Scarcely slept this night «S:

heart aches more this morning, head alright. I send you a little snowdrop
from Livadia.

Miechcn wrote again yesterday begging for Baron Bellingshausen to bf

let free. He is kept in the prison Kresti at Petrograd, Viborg side. His son,

the dragoon may visit him. But its such a hideous shame that can only be

helped by having him quickly let out by telegraph. One wont know how to

look him in the face later on. —
Alck did not say anything particular to me — only it seems is not conten-

ted with the wounded officers — then those that have to be sent to the south
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(fr. Moscou by the commission), stick there for 2 months without leaving —
disorder wh. he is going to try and set to rights; — then he spoke about

the prisoners he visited — indeed one must think of having some moved as

they die from illnesses, the climate being unbearable fore them. — Many
people find it vvld. be good if you had, for a time only, given over the food
supply question to Alek, as really it is scandalous in town & the prices are

impossible ; he would poke his nose into everything, fly at the merchants who
cheat & ask impossible prices & would help getting rid of Obolensky who
is really no good whatsoever and does not help one bit. Our Friend is anxious

if it continues still for 2 months that we may have disagreable rows and stories

in town — & I understand it, as its shameful making the poor people suffer

so — & the humiliation before our allies ! I We have got everything in quanti-

ties, only they wont bring it, & when they do, the prices for all become
unattainable. Why not ask him for 2 months to take all in hand, or one month
even, & he wont allow cheating to go on. He is excellent in any place to set

order, shake up people — but not for long. I write this to you, as you will

be seeing him I believe on Tuesday. — Schultz was charming, we talked

for half an hour upon every sort of subject — he is the brother of the black

one who still commands the•^ & all the divers.

To-day I have Shvedov with a report, & M-Ue Schneider & that will be

endless as we have much to talk over about the artschool, & reorganisation of

my patriotic schools — & the Home Manufactures Committee wh. it seems

to me Krivoshein has forgotten all about. — Then the Commander of the

»Erivantsi(.< asked to see us, he was here on leave & returns to the regiment. —
How you will miss Baby sweet again at the Headquarters, — your lonely

life begins once more again, poor precious Angel mine I —
The Children enjoyed themselves at Anias yesterday & the soldiers too —

I suppose Tatiana will have discribed all. Anias namesday is on the 3-st in

case you care to send her a telegram. —
Tatiana is bidding Rodionov goodbye by telephone & I shall too.

How awfully difficult the fighting in such terrible cold in the Caucasus,

Alek says less men have frozen feet, i per cent, & officers — 8, — to lightly

dressed, going south they no doubt thought it would be warmer. —
Now Sweetheart I must end my letter. God bless & protect you, precious

One & keep you from all harm. I cover you with tender kisses & clasp you ta

my breast. —
Ever yr. very own loving old

Wify.

Has »everything« passed with you & do you no longer need the things.

I gave you ? I do wish you could take more exercise, it would be the best

thing for you. Tell boyxy that lady sends him her tenderest love & gentlest

kisses & often thinks of him in lonely, sleepless nights. —
Loman drinks again heaps & is most crazy, Ania simply dreads him — he

ought absolutely to be sent to Finland to a sanatorium for 2 months complete
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rest — otherwise I assure you he will shoot himself or others. The Drs also

find he needs a change & rest, he had a nervous stroke already. —
This green ink smells abominably, hope the scent will take the odour

away. —

No. 205.
Tsarskoje Selo, Feb. 2-d 191

6

Sweet Angel,

Excuse a short letter to-day, but I am cretinised, did not sleep all night

from pain in my cheek wh. is swollen and looks hideous. Vladimir Nikolaievitch

thinks its from the tooth and has wired to our dentist to come. I had a com-

press on all night, changed it too — sat smoking in the sitting room, wandered

about. Good you were not there for me to disturb. It is not as bad as those

madning pains I used to have, but hurts quite enough and incessantly. I made

all dark from 11— i but without any result and the head begins to ache and

the heart is more enlarged. I have begun my medicines again to-day. —
40 of frost, tiny bit snowing. Gorodinsky of Xenia's reg. said you saw

the reg. thanked them and they were awfully happy. In to-day's papers there

is a description of yr. inspections, but am not up to reading it, so shall keep

that number.
Yesterday I had Shvedov's report for of an hour and Mile Schneider

1 1/2 hour till I was quite done for.

Beloved Sweetheart, 1 thing and long for you and cover you with very
tenderest kisses. God bless and keep you.

Ever yr. very own old

Wify.

The Children kiss you; they were in church and hospital. —
Shall keep in bed till teatime and see then how I feel. —
Beloved One, think incessantly of you.

No. 206.
Tsarskoje Sclo, Feb. 3-d 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

I got to sleep after 4 — the cheek is less swollen — yesterday evening

I looked too ridiculous one had to laugh at this croocked face. Olga and Ania

read to us Avertchenko stories about children and I laid patiences, tho' head

ached and felt cretinised. — Baby was sweet, when I told him yesterday that

there wld. be blinis for him for luncheon as he loves them — «how, when you

have got pain you order me blinis, I wont eat them on purpose — it is not ne-

cessary» but I said it would just please me and it seems he ate a lot. —
We played douratscki before he went to bed. —

5° of frost and snowing. —

280



Our Standart officers and the priest wired her their good wishes, so

touching, and Rodionov from the way too. —
^. P. writes: / am happy that I have enough work even for 24 hour$

a day; I don't know whether it fs good or bad, but I push myself everywhere,
yesterday I even picked horses for every carriage — this I was taught to do
by the senior officers, but indeed I thus learned everything. My brother

visited me, spent with me a whole day — it is unimaginably easy in his

regiment, he has been a month here and leave is given him again — this is

because in his regiment instead of 29 officers there are almost 89 — cannot
understand it — what is happening in our army regarding officers is not right —
this is my deep conviction. Your 3 Sharpsbooters dined with them and
they had music and singing and my »giant« Petrov is the choir-leader and
splendid

There, my letter became quite long, as personally I have nothing inter-

esting to tell you, only that love you intensely and long for your tender, soothing

caresses.

How was Alek? What answer about Shumilov's paper? Can the young
man be sent to the army ? What about Bellingshausen ?

God bless and protect you. I cover you with tenderest kisses.

Ever yr. very own old
Wify.

You wld. laugh at my face! — Glad you took a longer walk. How
good we have taken so many of the forts around Erzerum. —

Are you reading the French book ? Will you be here by next Monday ?

Oh that will be too beautiful my own sweetest Treasure, my shining One I Just
received yr. precious letter for wh. endless thanks Sweetheart — such a
joyful surprise. And all you saw — so good. Yes, get quickly rid of Bontch-
Bruievitch only dont give him a division if he is so hated. And what about
Ivanov? Try and take a glass of quite cold water after yr. breakfast it may
help yr. tommy working.

No. 207.

Tsarskoje Selo, Feb. 4-th 191

6

Beloved One,

With all my heart I congratulate you that Erzerum has fallen. Splendid
fighting it must have been, & how quick it went. Such a comfort — & to

the others a good moral crush. May it only remain in our hands now. —
Now a perfectly private question of my own — as one reads always

that the germans continue sending & artillery & troops to Bulgaria, if, when
we advance at last, they come from behind through Roumania — who covers the

back of our army ? Or does the guard get sent down to the left of Keller

& to protect towards Odessa ? These are my own thoughts, because the enemy
always finds our points — they prepare everywhere & for all emergencies
always & we very superficially as a rule, therefore lost in the Carpathians
etc. as had not sufficiantly fortified our positions. Now, if they force their
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way through Roumania upon our left flank — what has remained to protect

our frontier. Excuse my bothering you — but involuntarily all such thoughts

come. — What are our plans now that Erzerum has been taken, how far off

from us are the English troops ? Wonder whether Aleks antigas is of any

good. — Thanks deeply for having saved that poor fellow's life — out at the

front he can prove his thanks — poor civilian tho' he is. — 4 y>PlastunU

officers have been brought to our hospital & some to the big palace. I have

not been to our wounded since Dec. 23 & ages not to the big palace. I miss

them all so much, & the work I love.

Baby's right arm is swollen, but does not hurt, so its difficult for him

to write. —
Got to sleep late, but then the night was alright — face less swollen,

but not yet normal & feels still stiff. —
Fedorov is getting on well, tho' temp, not quite normal — in a few

days he hopes to leave the house. Mme Zizi feels still weak. —
Here is a fat letter of love for you fr. the cow 1

1

2° of frost, gently snowing. To-day its a week we parted, my Sunshine,

& to me it seems such ages already. My life has been very monotonous

& dreary this week — & still the days flew & the nights dragged. —
O, Love, I do so terribly miss you — the light seems gone out of

everything when you are not here. Oh, my Own, my one & all, I long to

clasp you to my heart, I am sad and weary & want yr. caresses.

Goodbye Lovebird, my own & not hers, as she dares to call you, God
bless you little One and keep you from all harm, guide you to success

& ultimate glorious, yearned for peace. Girly covers you with kisses, Huzy

Sweet.

Ever yr. very own old Wify.

Whom have you named instead of Pleve? What is longnosed Ferdinand

doing in Vienna ?

Now I must dress for luncheon, have invited Ania as she found she

scarcely saw me yesterday, as had masses of people. —

No. 208.
Tsarskoje Selo, Feb. 5-th 1916

My own Sweetheart,

Zero this morning, windy, — snowing hard. Thank God Baby's

night was on the whole good — woke up several times, but not for long

and did no complain. His both arms are bandaged and the right ached rathci

yesterday — but our Friend says it will pass in two days. The last nights his

sleep was restless, tho' painless and he did not complain about his arm, tho'

could not bend it. Probably hurt himself holding on to the cord of the sledge

when several are tied together. But Derevenko says he is quite cheery, so don't

worry, Lovebird. Wc dined upstairs, so as that he should be in bed and move

less. The quieter he keeps, the better. — Olga and Tatania go to town for

T's committee. —
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I got to sleep after 4 — scarcely swollen, but felt it still and the head

whole time strange and jaw too — more like a chill in the head, without a

cold and difficult to open the mouth again in the jaw. — Heart aches all

these days and don't feel nice — do hope that Alexei and I shall be decent

for your return. —
It may interest you to know, that the sums my store and chancelry received

since June 21. 1914 — Jan.31.1916 — 6. 675. 136 80. Given out 5.862. 151 46. —
Remains 812.985 34. Immense sums of it goes to my Moscow, Kharkov,
Vinnitsa, Tiflis stores, to my 6 supply trains, sanitary trains etc., regiments etc.

But the big stores collect sums and things too. Supreme Council gave me
big sums — then yours all along you get and from English flag days. —

Why have our troops again evacuated Galicia? It seems to me so from
Rebinder's account as so many officers of the reg., wh. have gone back fr.

Galicia, come to Kharkov to my store and ask for linnen and y>individual parcels^/..

I cannot understand, what happened down there or they are being more concen-

trated together and these are the troops ready to defend one rear to the

south ? —
Ania makes her excuses for bad writing yesterday, but was in an awful

hurry — and she forgot to tell you that she had a dear card of congratu-

lations fr. Olga. — She lunched with us yesterday and stayed till 5 — read aloud
and even played cards with me. — Shall go up to Baby in the afternoon —
remain lying till luncheon, as feel still rotten. — Eagerly awaiting yr. letter

yr. telegram announced. — Do hope you are really coming and wont put off

this joy of a few days happiness. —
Are you quite content with Alexeiev, energetic enough? How is Ruzsky?

Some here say that he is quite well again, but I dont know whether its true or

not, wish it were, as Germans fear him. —
Fancy only, I saw Miss Eady yesterday, Dona and Loos nurse. — She

had to leave Darmstadt to Ernie's and Onor's deep sorrow, last Nov., the

ministers found it necessary she shld. leave — they all were wretched. Poor
woman eld. get no situation in England, as she had been at Darmstadt — even in

England they are quite unnormal — so she came over here, as must earn

her living, keep up her old mother (4 brothers and many nephews at the war).

She is at the Osten-Sackens (Voloshev) here and the change fr. Darmstadt
is very great. I told her to come often to Madelaine and us, so as to feel less

lonely. — She told Madelaine how sad many were, Ludwig had to leave

and that they greatly venerate him and go after his plans. The first ideas of

his at the outset of the war, they did not follow, and now have seen how wrong
they were and deeply regret it. It was so nice seeing her — reminded me of

old home and all and of Friedberg and Livadia especially. She hears from
them sometimes. But in Engl, one got angry with her because she wld. not

speak against the Germans but she had only received greatest kindness in

Germany.

This war seems to have acted on all the brains. — Just read in the

•»Novoye. the heroic deed of the senior under-officer of Baby's Siberian

reg., his portrait is there too — yes, we have many a hero in the army and
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were but our Generals as perfect, we might do marvels! — I see Misha has

not yet left, do get him to the army, I assure you its better he should

be in his place there, than here with her bad set. —
Sweetest of Sweets, just this minute, 12 o'clock, your precious letter was

brought to me and I thank you for it with all my tenderly loving heart.

Oh Lovy, what joy to have you even for two days. — God bless all yr.

undertakings, yr. appearance will do wonders I feel sure, and God will

inspire you, with the right words — and to s e e you — is already immense —
you yourself do not half realise the power of yr. personality wh. touches every

heart, the worst even.

I am glad you will have the council of war, to thoroughly go into all

questions — you wld. not have sent for Ruzsky for that day, as he commanded
nearly the whole time and is such a capable man, and tho' often disagrees

with Alexeiev, it wld. just be advisable to have one who perhaps sees things

differently and then you can choose the right way easier — and as God
grant you can have Ruzsky back when he is well again, he ought to know and
share all the plans, I shld. say. —

How splendid what you write about Erzerum; — marvelous troops in-

deed! —
Yes, I too admire those men who go on working at these vile gases

and risking their lives. Oh, to think that humanity should have stopped so low.

They find it splendid technics — but the »Soul« where is it in all this? One
can cry aloud at the misery and inhumanity this ghastly war has provoked. —

You will get this letter somewhere on the way. I wonder at what hour

you arrive on the 8-th? This letter, no doubt, is then the before last.

Goodbye, my Own — I bless and kiss you with unending love and

tenderness, and remain, sweet Nicky yr. very own old wife

Alix.

No. 209.

Tsarskoje Sclo, Feb. 6 th 191 6

My Treasure,

The men are cleaning the roof, making a great noise as they clear the

snow away — 2" of frost. —
Baby woke up several times, but did not have pain, so I hope will be

quite alright for yr. return.

Oh how lovely it will be to see you again, my Sweetheart, I do miss

you so terribly I They will be tiring, those 2 days here.

Xenia writes that Sandro arrives on Wednesday for a few days — I am
so glad for her. She walks a tiny bit in her garden & Motherdcar goes to

her daily. —
What did you do about poor Dellingshausen ? —
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I read yr. telegram & answer to the Moscou nobility & to the widow
of the former governor of Erzerum — strange feelings for her, who saw the

last fall of the fortress 38 years ago. —
Have nothing interesting to tell you, my Sunshine. —
I am glad you took a good walk at last, it is sure to have done you

good — as going round & round in the little garden must have been distrac-

ting. — The Korangozou wrote to Ania that in Odessa the weather was lovely,

1 2 in the shade, the ladies walk in light dresses — from there he went to Kiev —
into snow.

His regiment got only leave to the south, not to Tsarskoje Selo so his

mother & sister arranged to meet him at Odessa. —
I wonder when & where you see the first Siberian corps. — Goodbye

Lovebird, God bless yr. journey & bring you safely to us.

I cover you with tender kisses & remain yr. fondly loving old

All the children kiss you warmly.

Wify.

No. 210.

My own precious Sweetheart,

Tsarskoje Selo, Feb. 10 -th 191

6

It has been such a gift this flying visit of yours, beloved one — &
tho' we saw little of each other — yet I felt you were here. And your

tender caresses have warmed me up again. — 1 can imagine the deep im-

pression your presence at the Duma & Council of the Empire must have
made on everybody — God grant that it will be a stimulant & make all

work hard & in unity for the blessing & grandeur of our beloved country.
— To see you, means so much! — You just found the right words. —

We, Ania & 1, had gone through very trying days because of this story

against our Friend — & no man near to advise — but she was brave & good
about it all — even stood a hideously rude talk with Vojeikov on Monday.
I really feel rather anxious about her now — as she saw through an ugly
story one was trying to drag in Khvostov with — the jews — & just to make
a mess before the Duma, so tendencious all. —

Seeing you — has given one again courage & strength as humanity i?

s low especially around us & the »rear«. minds are ill still. — All my
prayers & thoughts will surround you to-morrow — a great thing you are

doing & such a wise one — & all the chiefs can speak out their thoughts

honestly & give you a clear picture of everything — God bless their work
under yr. guidance. Sleep well, my Treasure — I shall miss you again most
awfully — you brought such sunshine to me & I shall live in remem-
brance of yr. sweet presence. Soon again, lets hope, I shall have you home
again. — God bless & protect you, my own Lovy dear, my husband, my
Own — a thousand tender kisses fr. yr. very own little Wify.
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No. 211.

Tsarskoje Selo, Feb. ii-th 191

6

My very own precious One,

Bright & sunny, 12" of frost. All my tenderest thoughts are with you,

beloved Sweetheart, & I hope, the great military council will go off well

& according to yr. wishes. — I can imagine how refreshed you will feel

to be amongst military people, as these days here have not been of the pleasan-

test & you must have been delighted to get away again. You generally have

some painful impressions here — Tuesday brought splendid good — & then

that wretched story about our Friend. She will try her best with him — tho'

in his present humour he screams at her & is so awfully nervous. But its

sunny wheater & so, I hope, he will have changed again into what he always

was. He is frightened to leave, says one will kill him — well, we shall see

how God turns all I —
All this gave you pain & worry & you could not get any joy out of yr.

visit, beloved Sunshine — but you warmed up old Sunny & she feels your

last kiss still upon her lips ! Yr. visit was like a dream — so empty now;

again! — I have nothing to tell you yet to-day.

Yesterday evening we worked, laid patiences & Tatiana or Anastasia

read aloud — but my thoughts were with you & not in the book. —
Precious Sweetheart, I must get up now as Prince Golitzin comes at

121/2 with his report about our prisoners, & after luncheon Viltchkovsky.

Goodbye & God bless you my own Love.

I cover you with kisses & remain. Ever yr. very own Wify.

No. 212.

Tsarskoje Selo, Feb. 12-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

A bright, sunny morning, 7 degrees of frost, last night 12. 1 wonder

how the generals all spoke — nice they met you. So refreshing such talks,

however serious & difficult they may be. But I hope that they are con-

tented on the whole with the amunition, or is there still a great scarcity of

rifles ?

I ha4 a nice long letter from Victoria, she is now in London — Ludwig

& Louise are going north to see Georgie & she will go later. They have

been having great gales & very cold weather & when the New Zealand was

out cruising last month, the sea washed right over her & one wave came

into Georgie' turret through the gun openings & washed one of his men down

a liftshaft & Georgie had to crawl in after him & found him wedged in at

the bottom halfdrowned & with his legs broken.

Some of the sailors have been allowed to go & see the fighting in

France & a ship's corporal of the N. Z., who was of the lot. was in a trench,

when a German mine exploded under it & killed the men of the machinegun
— whereupon the bluejackets promptly manned it under their corporal
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& did such good work, that he has been decorated & the ship is very proud

of him. — Dickie & the cadets of his term are not to go straight to sea after

easier, but to the engineering college at Kegham (Plymouth) first. The best

26 or 30 of them will go to sea in June, & as his place in the term is

about 15-th always, he hopes to be one of the lot. Of course he is dis-

appointed at the delay, but I feel selfishly grateful for it. —
Alice writes that the english are liked at Salonica, the officers are cour-

teous, the men well behaved; with the french, I am sorry to say, she says

it is the other way round, & in one small town they have behaved as horribly

to the women, as the Germans in Belgium, whilst the officers at Salonica,

from the general downwards, are insolent & rude even to Andrea. —
Louise is enjoying her holiday at home, she wUl probably go back to

Nevers at the end of this month. —
Sandro is at the Headquarters?

Little Marie lunches with us to-day & before & after I have receive.

Precious Treasure, Goodbye & Good bless you, many a tender, longing

kiss fr. yr. deeply loving old wife Alix.

No. 213.

Tsarskoje Selo, Feb. 13-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

2" of frost & gently snowing. I happily sleep well now, wh. is a rare

treat — also cough a little like Baby. — Saw Nekliudov yesterday — he

speaks alright, only from time to time becomes an affected diplomate, wh.

is distractingly aggravating. Then I saw Dr. Brunner who gave me an

account of how the German & Austrian are kept in Siberia — satisfactorily!

Then a Psse Frangoise Woroniecka (born Krassinsky) who organised

many hospitals at Varsovie & got the medal there. Her husband & 2 sons

remained at Varsovie & she rarely has any news of them.

She seems most energetic, tho' looks rosy, plump & comfortable in

highest narrowest heals & fimny little cap to her sister's dress. —
To-day I have Pss. Gedroitz — probably to grumble. —
LUi Den & husband came for an hour & evening tea — she is a real

dear & so amusing always — but his foolish laugh rather trying. — Is he

going to receive the y>Variag<.<.?

I am so glad that you are contented with the result of the military

council — it is a beautiful thing that you called them all & gave them the

chance to speak together in your presence. — Little Marie lunched with us, looks

quite well, only covered in pimples — she says Dmitri arrives to-morrow —
pitty, as he will get into a bad set again & ways.

How I wish somebody wld. speak to him seriously — I know ^. P. did

many a time & kept him several times fr. evening escapades — the boy be-

haves according to the person whom he for the moment cares for. —
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The oftener I think about Boris, the more I realise what an awful set

his wife wld. be dragged into. His & Miechen's friends, rich french people,

russian bankers, »the society», Olga Orlov & the Bielos. & all such types
— intrigues without end — fast manners & conversations & Ducky not a

suitable sister in-law at all — & then Boris' mad past. Miechen gave into

H. Wladimir's ways so as to share all together, but she found pleasure in

that life — with her nature that was easy. — Well, why do I write about

this, when you know it as well as I do. So give over a well used half

worn out, blase young man, to a pure, fresh young girl i8 years his junior

& to live in a house in wh. many a woman has »shared« his life. Only a

»woman« who knows the world & can judge & choose with eyes open, ought

to be his wife & she wld. know how to hold him & make a good husband of

him. But an inexperienced young girl would suffer terribly, to have her husband
4,5-th hand or more — a woman could put up with this of course easier if

she loved. —
Therefore Dmitri ought to be held light in hand by you too & explained

what married life means.

Now 1 must end. — Goodbye my Angel, my Lovebird. Holy Angels

guard you — God bless you. Endlessly tender, yearning kisses fr. yr. very

loving old ^jfy

In the Duma one makes horrid speeches — but they fall flat, nobody
picks them up. Purishkevitch made an awful one — why to be so mad always.

But you brought great good there, as the speeches have n effect.

No. 214.

Tsarskoje Selo, Feb. 14-th 19 16

My very Own,

Your sweet letter made me intensely happy & I read it over many a time

& tenderly kissed each page wh. yr. dear hand had touched, I am a foolish old

woman, yes ? But a deeply loving one who sorely misses her Sweetheart.

Poor Pleve, fancy his having become such a wretched little being —
before the war he was already pityful to behold.

I am glad that they all spoke themselves well out & even squabbled —
its the very best thing & clears up all misunderstandings & pictures the carac-

ters far better. —
The big girls go to a concert in our hospital, & the 3 youngest to Ania's

refuge this afternoon for a concert & old Davidov wanted to come too, so as

to see Baby. Her Parents will also be there, so as to cheer them up, after a

vile letter her mother got fr. Mmc Rodzlanko full of vilest abuse of Ania.

And Nicolai Dmitrovitch D. & Irina Tolstoy, Vladimir Nikolaicvitch & Mr.

Gibbs. 1 cannot go, am not famous, cough rather & 37.3 this morning —
to catch things without going out is really too bad. — Greyish morning calm,

31/2° of frost. —
I receive then people.
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Poor Isa is very depressed as one wrote nasty things about her Father

in the papers — my ex Stern they also accuse of being a spy — & altogether

I find people somewhat unbalanced, to say it gently. — Mme Zizi is still not

yet fit to come out here. —
I got the french book alright — when you finish the English one, I can

send another. Such innocent lecture is a rest to the tired brain & gives

one other thoughts. —
I hope you will get some good walks again.

Have you arranged about yr. aide-de-camp doing two weeks service at the

Headquarters ? Now whilst things are calmer you could get commanders
of regiments even, tho' there are scarcely any more. But it would be a

great gain to you, they could tell you many truths wh. the generals even don't

know, & I am sure be of help to you .

And all will try their best & work harder, if they know that one of their

officers will be at the Headquarters & have to answer frankly to all yr.

questions. They notice more things than others do — & then it is a constant

living link with the army. —
Alexei got a wire fr. Eristov fr. yr. lancers. —
Now, my Sweetheart, I must end my letter.

God Almighty bless & protect you. I cover my Huzy love with fond

kisses.

Ever yr. old

Sunny.

The Children kiss you very tenderly.

No. 215.

My very own Beloved,

Tsarskoje Selo, Feb. 15-th 191

6

Ever such tender thanks for yr. sweet letter, I received yesterday. You
have indeed had busy days & I am glad you at last got a good walk yester-

day to freshen you up. —
Fancy only, Esi lunches with us to-day I I have not seen him since he

left for the war, & he asked to present himself as G. a. d. c, so I thought

better to invite him to luncheon. It will be rather stiff work making him
talk, & without you to help me. —

A glorious sunny morning, 8" of frost. A. begs me to go out evei*y

day, but I know it wld. be folly with my cough. Did not sleep very well as

it disturbed me. Sometimes don't cough for long & then it goes off again,

just like Baby. Marie has a cold. — To-day they all go to the big palace

to see small theatricals for the wounded — ^K^rivoye Zerkaloic.

Old Goremykin was with me yesterday. I gave him all the news I have
of you, & was happy to hear of yr. military Council. His wife had just been
taking leave of her «hospital» when she got an access at the heart from
emotion, & they had to leave her the night there — poor old people, I am
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so sorry for them. He looks alright, but the first days he had suddenly no
work to do, he was in a constant half sleep — after the great strain of these

heavy months.

When he says goodbye, it always seems to me that he thinks it may be
the last time that he sees one — at least the kind old eyes have that look.

The French are having a hard time round Verdun, God grant them luck,

how one longs for them & the English at last to advance. —
What was Fillimore's impression of Archan^elsk? Does he now realise

our difficult position there & does he find one is working hard ? A foreign

critical eye can always be of use. — Zuiev comes to-day, as he leaves on
Wednesday for England — France. — Emma Fr. was at Sashka's marriage, says

the bride's profile is pretty, en face the nose too aquashed, fine eyes, very

black hair — not tall & plump. —
Irina (Drina) came to me in despair that O. Lamkert has been told to

leave after all these years. The money affairs he put into splendid order, after

having received his place wh. was deeply indebted. Sturmer comes with his

own candidate {Gurlin I think or Garland), who has already much work to

do, so wont be able even personally to lead this. If I see Shakhovskoy (?)
whom I expect to ask to be received because of the supreme Council, I shall

ask him about it. —
I am glad you like my nicely scented letters — I want them to remind

you of your old girly who longs for you so much, so much I —
In thoughts I tenderly press you to my heart, hold you tightly in my

embrace & cover your sweet face with loving kisses & caresses. —
Now goodbye my Lovebird. Ever so many blessings & kisses fr. yr.

own old

Alix.

Been reading through some of my letters to Sonia & tearing them up — quite

like diaries & bring back the past so vividly.

To-morrow would have been her birthday.

No. 216.

Feb. 1 6th 19 1

6

My own Sweetheart,

A bright, sunny morning again, there were 6° of frost. I dont venture

on to the balkony yet, because of my cough. — At 12V2 I have Witte with

his report, then after luncheon still people & at 6 — Sturmer. To day would have

been Sonia's birthday — so sad, I have not once been to her grave. —
Yesterday evening we had A. P. Sablin, he was not in the least bit shy

& quite natural. He returns to-morrow again to the terrible mud of Proskurovo
— he talked away cheerily. — Olga made nonsence, sitting on a tiny table,

until she happily smashed it. Its so funny, he has some of his brother's move-

ments; a refreshing change to see him, as one dries up in sorrows &
worries. —
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I am eagerly awaiting yr. letter, wh. you wired about — does it bring

news of your return, that would indeed be lovely; me wants Sweetheart

badly. —
Mme Zizi is still not famous, went out in town in a close carriage, &

felt worse after.

I must stop a little, my eyes ache, as I have written a long letter to

Victoria for Zuiev to take to-morrow. —
Excuse my dull letters, Lovy, but life is very monotonous & I myself

am not of the gayest — & what I hear is nothing to cheer one up. —
It will be interesting to hear fr. you, your opinion upon the Generals &

what was spoken of & settled. I long to hear about military things, of wh. I

of course cannot, except from you. — Just got yr. sweetest letter, a big kiss

for it. So this is my last. Oh what joy! Thursday home again, this is indeed
splendid news — to-morrow just a week you left us. How good to have you
back, & the Children are free the last 3 days so will be wild of joy you are

home & I hope Baby can go out by then again. Wish you heartily a good
journey. God bless & protect you. Cover you with kisses.

Ever yr. own old

Wify.

No. 217.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 2-d 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

I cannot tell you what joy it has been to have you here, tho' to you it

brought again worry without end and was tiring. Its hard you cant come home
to feel quiet, but on the contrary — therefore I have even to be glad for you

when you leave. Such a blessing we could go to Holy Communion together.

— These last days my horrid pains cretinised me, so that I was good for

nothing — and many a question before parting I should have liked to touch,

and could not remember them. —
Am so wretched that we, through Gregory recommended Khvostov to

you — it leaves me not peace — you were against it and I let myself be

imposed upon by them, tho' fr. the very first told Ania that I like his great

energy but that too selflove and something not pleasing to me; and the

devil got hold of him, one cannot call it otherwise. I wld. not write to you

about it last time not to bother you — but we passed through trying times, and

therefore wld. have been calmer if, now that you go, something could be

settled. As long as Khvostov is in power and has money and police in hands
— I honestly am not quiet for Gregory and Ania.

Dear me, how weary one is! Your beloved presence and tender caresses

soothe me and I dread your departure. Do remember to keep our Friend's

Image near you as a blessing for the coming »move forwards « — oh

how I wish we were always together, to share all, see all I Such an anxious

time is ahead ! And when we shall meet again — is a vague thing. All my
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prayers will incessantly follow you, sweetest love. God bless you and yr. work

and every undertaking and crown it with success.

The good will come and you are patient and will be blessed, I feel so

sure, only much to be gone through still. When I know what the »losses« of

lives mean to yr. heart — I can imagine Ernie's suffering now. Oh this

hideously bloody war I —
Excuse bad writing, but head and eyes ache and heart feels weak after

all this pain. —
Oh Lovy mine, beloved, precious Sunshine — its so depressing when

you go — you are yet far more lonely, so I ought not to complain — but

to feel yr. sweet being near me is such a consolation and calm. —
Goodbyt Sweetheart, love of my soul — God Almighty bless and pro-

tect you and keep you fr. all harm, guard and guide you on all yr. ways and
bless all yr. undertakings.

May He help you find a good successor to K^hvostov too, so that you
should have one worry less. —

Farewell Sunshine. I hold you tightly clasped in my arms and cover

you with tender kisses. Beloved, and remain yr. very own girly,

Wify.

Am glad 5. Petr. is with you — prefer him to all the rest who ac-

company you and good Mordvinov too. ^. P. also became good friends with

Feodorov just because he is so devoted to you — Voyeikov is selfsure and gets

blown about by the wind sometimes, is better for him personally.

Thank you over and over again for all yr. love, wh. is my life.

No. 218.

Tsarsko/e Selo, March 3d. 1916
My very own Sweetheart,

Oh its lonely without you and I miss you awfully. So sad to wake up
and find an empty place beside me. Thanks tenderly for yr. evenings tele-

gram. Such sorrow without you, every moment one expects you to be looking

in. — I slept well, the effect of the medicine still acts, — and I feel my
heart not nice in consequence. Vladimir Nikolaicvitch continues electrifyiTig

the face. The pains only come from time to time, but I feel rather gidy and

nasty and have to eat carefully, not to bring on the pains in my jaw. — Olga

and Anastasia have Becker. — Ania coughs worse, so remains home and will

only come in the afternoon, wh. is much wiser. —
Here is a petition fr. the Athos monks living at Moscou. I send it you,

hoping you will forward it to Volzhin with a strong resolution upon it,

that you insist (once more) that all are to be allowed to take Holy Communion
and that the priest may personally serve. Volzhin is somewhat a coward, so

you personally write your order, not a wish, upon the petition. Its

shameful to get on as one does with them. You remember Metropolitan Makari

allowed it them and you too, — and the Synod of course protested. —
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', p. just telephoned to Ania that he arrived this morning and leaves

again this evening, — so will come to us this afternoon; is in despair you
have left, as come for affairs with the 6 officers for the »Variag«. Seems in

a wretched state, that had to give up good officers and 400 men, — things all

must better be finished off, that cannot continue command the battalion with again

less officers and men. He goes to talk to Kiryll. I shall have a good talk

with him, as I think all can be managed, tho' I understand its more than de-

pressing when you have well organised a thing, to have to break it up again. I

personally find they ought to talk to Grigorovltch and both go straight off

to you and explain matters and ask yr. wishes. I shall do my best to quieten

him. I felt it wld. be so, when you told m|e of it a few weeks ago. Alrea^iy

then they lacked officers and how they have to give up their best, — but as

they are in the reserve they wld. have time to get and prepare men fr. here,

only where to get the officers from. A sort of bad luck and preventing them
going with the guard. —

I shall tell you all to-morrow after have seen him. —
The Children are alright. Sturmer has asked to see me on Saturday,

— he asked through Ania and told her that all is now in his hands, — nothing

is of course as yet in the papers. —
How are you getting on with the book, is it not exciting, — it was so

sad and dull without your reading yesterday. —
I see your beloved, sad eyes still before me, when you left, — its an

awful wrench each time. Lovy, thanks again and again for all yr. tender

caresses wh. warmed me up and were such a consolation.

The heart is so heavy and sad and when phisically run down, one gets

yet more depressed. I try not to show it to others. —
Very mild to-day again.

Sweetheart, I must say Goodbye now and God bless you. I cover you
with tender kisses and remain your fondly loving, endlessly devoted, own old

Sunny.

Ania is sad she never had an occasion to see you alone, — personally I

think she gets calmer and more normal, less aggressive when she has less

chance, — because the more one has, the more one wants, — if you need talks,

then of course its another thing. But she gets over those things much better

now, — you have trained her and in consequence her temper is calmer and

we have no stories. She was killing about telephones and visits and stories

about our Friend, flinging her stick about the room and laughing — Oh howl
long for youlll

No. 219.

Tsarkoje Selo, March 4-th 191

6

My very own Sweetheart,

I can imagine how lonely you must feel again at Moghilev, poor Swee-

tums, — wify too misses you terribly. — I am glad you also found mild
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weather there. Is the book not palpitatingly interesting; when you return again
you must finish reading it aloud. —

Well, N. P. came in the evening. They had a long & serious talk & now
go to you to ask for the decision. Over 400 men have been taken — the

lists sent fr. here, so that the best men who are accustomed to the Machine-
guns are taken, — to form new ones takes a long time. But with the

men things could be arranged, if it were not, that in a month one will again
take 400 away for the <iSvetlana'.<, then the work is bitterly hard — to form
all well & then have it picked all to pieces. You gave the order 6 officers

were to be given to the battalion — they never were, & 6 have instead now
been taken, so that now Babys midshipmen command the companies — they
know nothing & the sailors of many years service know better than them &
can find fault & judge all their actions. Voronov is to replace Popov here —
Koshevnikov, senior officer »Variag« — Kublitzky, Taube, Lukin. I forget

the other two. Like that the battalion cannot remain, as it will not be what it

was, & not what you could expect it to be. So you will have to decide (don't

ask the ramoli Admiral's advice as he councils badly) — better now give
away the men already for the »Svetlana« & then have two small battalions, wh.
anybody can command & wh. won't have much significance. Its a sad thing

after puting one's soul into a work to have it picked to pieces. iV. P. of course
brought the officers, & men all as ordered. The men of course are enchanted
to go, a comfortable ship, no marching & much better pay. For them its

harder serving now in the army with smaller rations after what they were
accustomed to for years — in the army most men are new & young. Therefore
they need also older officers to keep them in hand & explain things. — I

only tell you this as I see how terribly it has worried iV. P. He is quiet &
sad & awaits yr. decision when they come & what will become of him too.

I asked about Lialin. Kirill is also in despair the Admiral recommended
him. When Miassojed. - Ivanov wrote & asked Lialin to join the battalion, as

they needed him, he declined as got more pay & prefered the ship in the

black sea or living without work in town. They were horrified with him. And
he, who was in no war before, now did nothing, received such a splendid

nomination. '. P. you remember one said was too young to receive the Standart,

tho' had been in the war & had commanded the »Oleg<x. during some time

& was yr. aide-de-camp — Saltanov or Den were far more worthy of it. Now
she does not go to sea. Kirill & all hoped Schir. Schachmatov wld. be named
as such an excellent man, but the Admiral hates him. Alas, more than ever

one feels the admiral takes no interest in the crew how much he could have
helped, — & he does the contrary & presents the things to you as he chooses.

I wish you had another in his place; and he dislikes Grigorovitch as much
as Kcdrov hates him too. Very interesting all he told about where they stand
— they followed the v>Prcobrozhcntsiii. — he left Wednesday evening & arrived

Thursday morning here. — I felt all this would come when you told me about

the »Variag<(. — He returns this evening to Rezhitsa & probably fr. there to

you & meets K. Tuesday.
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Css. Kleinmichel who married the Dr. came to 1 looking young &
handsome. I am really anxious about Ania; once a man was capable to try

& buy others to kill our Fr. he is capable of revenging himself upon her.

She had an awful row by telephone with Gregory for not ha\ing gone to-day,

— but I entreated her not to — besides she has a terrible cough & Mme B.

Then the woman came & made a scene to her for not going to town & he

sort of predicts something is going to happen to her wh. certainly makes
her yet more nervous.

This war has made everthing topsy turvy & turned all minds. — I saw

by the papers you have said Sukhomlinov is to be judged, — thats right, —
have his aiguillettes been taken fr. him. One says there will come out bad
things against him, — that he took bribes, — thats her for sure, — its so sad.

Dear me, what bad luck one has, no »gentlemen«, thats what it is — no decent

bringing up & inner development & princips wh. one can rely upon. — One
gets so bitterly disappointed in Russian people, — they are so far behind still

we know such masses & yet when one has to choose a minister, — none is

capable to hold such a post. — Remember about Polivanov.

Have you talked with Feodorov, wld. be interesting for you — he is so

devoted & he has nothing to gain, has received all & can have no higher

position to aim after. —
A mild day again. — Have been reading through heap of papers from

Rostovtzev & feel cretinised. My head & eyes became weaker since these

pains, the jaw is so heavy & pains still continue, tho' at times almost pass,

— but it makes me feel good for nothing.

How does Po (Pau) look upon the state of affairs in France?

Oh. my precious One, all my thoughts are with you & tenderest prayers.

Lonely without sweet Huzy dear's caresses. — I hope you can take good
walks. N. P. enjoyed riding a good deal. They stand in the different villages

all about, he is lodged in a splendid house of a millionaire — friend of M.
Ivanov — beautiful rooms, hothouse, garden, stables, carriages — watched
fishing with the nets under the ice. —

I said goodbye to a young wounded officer who returns to his regiment.

Now I have no more news to give you. I wrote out our conversation for you
to have an idea in yr. head when they come to you next week for yr. decision

— one thing well done better than many bits unsatisfactorily — well, they

will tell you all their ideas & you wiU know what is best. —
Goodbye my Sweet One, God bless & protect & help you in all your

decisions & undertakings.

Fondest, tenderest kisses fr. yr. very own old

Bow to Feodorov & Mordvinov if you have an occasion.

Wify.
Mr. Dodd's book is an example of how history is made ?
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No. 220.

Tsarskoje-Sello, March 5-th 19 16

My Sweetheart,

Very tenderly do 1 press you to my loving old heart wh. is ever full

of deepest love and yearning. Thats good you took a nice walk, it will make
you feel much fresher, and the time will pass quicker. Are you reading

now the french book »La Dame au parfum« ? I had a collection of English

ones brought me to-day, but I fear there is nothing very interesting amongst
them. No great authors already since a long time & in no other country either,

nor celebrated artist, or composer — a strange lack.

One lives too quickly, impressions follow in rapid succession — machinery
& money rule the world & crush all art; & those who think themselves gifted,

have ill minds. —
I do wonder what will be after this great war is over I Will there be a,

reawakening & new birth in all — shall once more ideajs e.xist, will people

become more pure & poetic, or will they continue being dry materialists ? So
many things one longs to know. But such terrible misery as the whole world

has suffered must clean hearts & minds & purify the stagnant brain & sleeping

souls; — oh, only to guide all wisely into the right & fruitfuU channel.

Our Friend came to Ania yesterday, he finds it a good thing that the

Putilov Plant has been taken by the warministry & doubts that there will be

any more troubles — others set the workmen on to strike. He thinks you

will return here still before our attacks begin, as there is still such deep snow.

When N. P. left beginning of Jan. he said that he would be back in less

than three months, & so it turned out too. —
Lovy, have an eye on Nilov. Nini finds his influence upon her husband

not good — says they are inseparable & that he sets Voyeikov up against

Ania. I know the little Admiral gets himself under bad influences. — I

had a vile anon, letter yesterday — happily only read the 4 first lines & at

once tore it up. Fancy Andronnikov & Khvostov used to occupy themsebes

writing anon, letters sometimes. — our Friend got one a month ago & is

convinced Andronnikov wrote it. What a vile thing it is — Ania continues

getting them & with black crosses on them & telling her what dates she must

fear, — so cowardly I

Its again mild 4 grey. I receive Mekk & Apraxin as they are off to

inspect my supply trains. G. M. Gurko of the 5-th Army wired fr. Dvinsk

thanking me for my supply train, wh. stands there «S: is such a help to the

regiments, — its a comfort to know that small organisation of Mekks works

so well. — I had to name Apraxin now my chief manager of the 5 trains, —
over Mekk as people were so unkind & jealous of the young man (in

Moscou). I tell you all this in case you hear of him travelling about. —
Eagerly I am awaiting your promised letter to-day — beloved Huzy mine,

sweet Treasure I Already a week to-day that we went to Holy Communion —
how the time flies. — Molostvov comes to present himself — he has one of

my waggons (Mmc Sukhomlinov's), wh. takes linen & presents to the front

& brings back wounded or sick. —
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Such a bore I have nothing interesting or amusing to tell you, — »rne

wants oo«. Are you going to find some work for Igor to do, as Mavra hoped
you would use him so that he should not dawdle about, — & to keep him frojn

drinking — he got into a rather too wild life, it seems, when he lived in town.

Its sad she has so many worries with her children, — one sees the father

never occupied himself with them & Mitia was not the man to bring them up
& Mavra was not permitted to say a word, — hard lines on a mother. —
Sweetheart, your precious letter has just been brought to me, & I thank you
for it with all my heart. Such happiness to hear from you. That was nice

you saw some of the y>Lithuanians« passing.

So nearly all is ready for to advance, must just get the snow to melt
a bit first.

I daily have my face electrified for 1 of an hour — the pains are rare,

only such a stiff feeling in the jaw — am sure its gouty.

Now Beloved, I must end. Many a fond kiss & blessing fr. yr. very

own old wife

Ally.

How is Feodorov feeling?

No. 221.

Tsarskoje-Selo, March 6-th 191 6.

My own Sweetheart,

I reread your precious letter with such happiness & feel warmed up by
it. — You say you felt so tired in the train — I am sure it was the result

of 3 hours daily standing in Church the first week, & moral worries wh. pulled
you down. Now being amongst military people, it will set you up again. —
Dull, grey weather continues — 2" of frost this morning. Baby has just gone
out before Church. He & some of his sisters go for an hour to A's hospital

to see a conjurer in the afternoon.

The face continues improving. — The heart still a little enlarged, saw
Sirotinin as he came to Tsarskoje-Selo for Ania. —

Well Sturmer sat with me nigh upon an hour. We talked about the

strikes — he finds the fabrics ought to be militarised during the war, & that

paper is a long time at the Duma, but does not get looked through as they
are against it. He is rather adverse to Pr. Tatnanov's wish of very strong
measures & would prefer K_uropatkin naming some cleverer man in his place.

— Of course that food committee makes his despair & they had a strong talk

about sending representatives fr. the committee to London, as Russia brought
the in\-itation. Judging by the example ob the behaviour of those delegates in

America, its clear one cannot permit them to go as they act against the

Government. Polivanov & Grigorovitch & Ignatiev (the liberal I) are for it —
but Grigorovitch only because Russia brought the invitation.

PoUvaaov is his despair — and longs you would change him, but under-
stands you cannot do so without having a good successor. He says his one
aid is such a bad man & does such harm — have forgotten his name, a very
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firm man but not good. Polivanov simply treacherous, the way he repeats at

once all that is spoken over in secret at the Council of Ministers — its too

hideous. — Spoke of the responsible government wh. all scream for, even

good ones who do not realise we are not at all fit for it. (As our Friend

says it wld. be the utter ruin of everything.) —
Then, how weak Obolensky is. (Fancy, his wife, born Princess Min^^rels-

kaya went to Gregory to beg her husband shld. not be changed — think of

that, Lili's sister-in-law I) Volkonsky he finds no good in his place, also

disapproves of his running about behind the scenes at the Duma.
Well we went through all the ministers, & his aids.

God help him in his great task to serve you & his country well — makes
him also sad that such a capable man as K.hvostov should have gone so utterly

wrong. —
It seems there was a horrible article in the y>Retch<(. against Ania — how

vile people are to drag a young woman in like that I —
I am glad you find the new governor a nice man — where was he before ?

— Oh you dear one to have written to me again, thanks ever so tenderly &
with many a kiss.

I saw the nomination & changed came out this morning in the papers, —
yesterday at 6 Sturmer did not know yet when he would get yr. paper back.
— Yes, Khvostov told Sturmer he did not understand why he left, if on account

of that story — the other did not answer anything particular. In any case

he did not come up to what you expected of him, did not work properly, —
was most promising at the beginning & then all changed. Now he does cer-

tainly not behave as a gentleman. He showed about Ania's letter to members
of the Duma, in wh. she asks to see that one shld. make no search in Gregory's

rooms a certain night »if its not again a chantage story«, she wrote. No harm
in the letter, but ugly to give others to read — he was to return the letter to

Sturmer, as the parents heard of it — but Khvostov did not, — now a friend

of his said it was untrue, he was shocked one sh. say such a thing & that he

had just now found the torn fragments in his basket 1 1 (he got it more
than a week ago) & that he wld. glue them together & return them her to-

morrow. Can only be a big lie this answer of the basket — hang that dirty

story & I am glad you are put of it. — The Children have gone to the big

palace to see the wounded.

Now I must end.

God bless you, Sweetheart. Many a tender kiss, precious One, fr. yr.

deeply loving old wify

Alix.

No. 222.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 7-th 19 16

My own Love,

Its gently snowing, grey, 2 of frost. Feel my heart still and face —
not pain, but heavy, stiff. — I am going to see Grigorovitch today with
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photos, of the naval Sanatorium at Massandra — I asked that he shouM
bring them, as have not seen him for more than a year. Then I see Mme
Ridiger (widow of a Georgian Reg. officer), who will look after my Sanatorium
at Massandragates, below the naval one. Its a very big building and we can
send wounded there in a week, I am so glad. We collected the money for

it with bazars, then as there was not enough, you allowed the estate to finish

building, as we had not enough money (later I hope we can by degrees pay
it back). It was to be for usual sick who come to Yalta and have no place

to live, below richer ones and at the top poor, tired out school-mistresses,

dressmakers who can't pay much. Now of course it goes only for the military

and I ^ave it over to the y>Zdravnitsa<.< to keep up. — Nikolai Dmitrovitch Dem.
comes to say goodbye. Then Yakovlev about Marie's train; one of our
wounded returning to the army and Kaulbars. —

Always people to see. —
You have much to do and so could not write yesterday, poor Darling,

but I hope you are contented with the way things are going and the pr;e-

parations, wh. are being made for the great advance.

Had a letter fr. Irene, (in german) asking about some prisoner officers.

Bobbie will be promoted officer in summer (he is Tatianas age, Toddie
was yesterday 27, Louise will be the same already in July) — she says the

boy has seen already many trying things — was he out on a ship, I do not

know. She sends love to all. —
Then Daisy kindly wrote and asks for prayerbooks for our Priests in

Germany for lent and easter services and she will forward them, so as that it

should go quicker. —
I read a most exciting english book yesterday, wh. we must read aloud

with you later on.

I end in haste.

Every blessing and kiss. Treasure, fr. yr. very own old

Sunny.

No. 223.

My Beloved,
Tsarsko/e Selo, March 8-th 191

6

Quite cold, 10 of frost, but in consequence lighter. I had the woman
for the first time to masse round my heart, — gently stroking to make the

muscles stronger (did not like it) and then she did my face because of the

continual aching, and the back of my nape of the neck and shoulders wh. was
agreable — felt tired after it all. — Sweet Lovy mine, I do s miss you,
no sun without you, tho' I have a Sunbeam in the house and bright girlies,

but my Own, my one and all is ever missing and I yearn for yr. consoling,

tender caresses I —
Yesterday evening, after they had dined at Anias, Lill Den and husband

— Kozhevnikov and Taube spent from 9— 11 with us. Sad saying goodbye to
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them, — so far away, endless voyage they and we without news. Awful to

be away from home at such a time. All our Friends spread away, all over

the place. Den has managed to get 20 officers and is enchanted. He and
Lili and the most of the officers leave to-day — the kitchen follows a few days
later with the men. For Lili it will be awfully hard — she has already grown
thinner and the eyes all the time swim in tears. — Oh this hideous war 1 1 —

I had the American Harte for 2 hours yesterday — he is off to Germany
now. He told several things wh. decidedly can be done here and I begged
him to speak again with G. Riidiger.

To-day I have Viltchkovsky with a long report and other people.

My Lovebird, to-morrow its a week you left us I How lonely you must
feel. I am glad you will see '. P. to-morrow, it will remind you of the

time when he lived with you at the Headquarters. Wonder what you will

settle? —
A. just brought me in a big letter for you, so have to use a large enve-

lope to stick it in. She is quite well and the cough has passed and walked

even — strong health, recovers so quickly.

Georgi at Pavlovsk has got the mumps, poor boy I
—

Yakovlev with Marie's train was ordered to Riga yesterday. Look here,

do a clever thing and tell Kirill you strongly disapprove of Boris having
that beast Plen. His reputation — vile, — kicked out of the navy, sent

away by Kirill, received into Baby's fiAtamantzU — honour far too great to

wear that uniform and covered with war decorations and high rank — for no
military bravery and service — but some private dirty service. Speak to

Kirill and '. P. about him, all are horrified, and Petrograd talks enough
about it, — (also Miechen's ambition to get him nearest to the throne is well

known.) Much dirt everywhere. — So sad the lowness of humanity — Sodom
and Gomorrah verily, — many must still personally suffer through the war

and only then will they be loitered and change. Its all very painful and one

can have so little veneration or respect of anyone. —
Hzs Kuropatkin at last cleared o\i\. Bontch-Bruievitch? — if not, do have it done

quiker. Be firmer and more authoritative. Sweetheart, show yr. fbt when
necessary — as old Goremykin said still the last time he came to me: »the

Emp. must be firmer one needs to feel his power» and its true. Your angelic

kindness, forgiveness and patience are known and one profits of it — show
you alone are the master and have a strong will. —

Oh, my Angel love, I long to be near you, to hear yr. beloved voice and

gaze into yr. lovely, deep eyes! God's holy Angels guard and protect you

and bless your life and works and send success. Thousand tender kisses do I

press upon yr. lips and press you fondly to my heart. —
Ever yr. very

Own.

Just got yr. sweetest letter for wh. fondest thanks. How good you saw
those Engl, and nice Yudenitch gets a decoration from Georgi. Wonder for

what occasion Alexcicv will be made General a. d. ? — So one has probably
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talked to Piltz already against our Friend, pity. — Glad you had a conver-

sation with Feodorov. She will be happy with yr. kiss. — God bless you.

Endless tender kisses. —

No. 224.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 9-th 19 16

My Love,

1
5° in the night, now 1 2^, snowing finely & one sees too, sun wishes to

appear. Once again winter seems to have set in, but not for long. —
How strange it is what one reads in the Naval Minister's paper fr. foreign

news, that every little success we have, they call theirs, really it would be

interesting to print the announcements next to each other, to see the difference.

I am sorry I did not heed the story of the Moewe & so missed what they did. —
I slept alright, only had rather strong pains in my face till I smeared it

with a new mixture & wrapped my whole head in a thick shawl. —
Lili Den's boy comes to Ania for two days & 2 nights, I am so glad

for the lovely child, & I shall get him to come to me too & the children

can take him into the garden.

The big ones go to town for a committee, donations 8c tea at Anitchkov.
Xenia again is feverish & does not go out —• a wretched winter for her — she

& Motherdear ought to go to K,iev for 2 weeks to get a change & have their

rooms, wh. are full of microbes, throughly aired. —
I have people to see again & reports. Sturmer again too, don't know

why. — He had a long talk with VUtchkovsky — one sent our »station<c at

Luga, two hospitals fr. Rezhitza & yet another comes, military ones, as of

course the greater mass will come straight to us. There is much to do to

prepare things before hand. — What a wind & snow I Now you will be having
yr. talk with Kirill & ^. P., — always I try to live my life with you &
wonder how you are getting on. I send you again fresh flowers, as yours
have for sure already faded — a week that you left — I lie in the corner
of my big room in the afternoon, as its lighter & we took tea there too. —

Sweetest of Treasure, heart of my heart. Goodbye & God bless & pro-

tect you. Endless tender kisses my Own, fr. yr. deeply

loving old wife

Sunny.

In case '^. P. is still at the Headquarters when you get this, give him
our love. —

No. 225.

Tsarskoje Selo, March lo-th 19 16
My own Sweetheart,

Snowings, blowings of frost. Little Titi came to me yesterday afternoon
for an hour — we looked at books together, took tea with us and played with
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Alexei. Now he has begun speaking English quite nicely, a tall, clever boy for

71/2; writes alone to his mother in Russian. He spent the night at Anias and
we hope he will come again on Saturday. Had reports and received. Sturmer
came to speak about that story as things must be seriously cleared up and
I had to give him over letters fr. Iliodor relating everything and he will have
investigations made still as to the truth of what he wrote, — alas, it seems
truthful. — Then he told me to warn you that Nikolasha wants to have
Uncle Krivoshein as a help. During Vorontzov's time there was a Nikolsky.
He has to represent Nikolasha's interests when necessary in the Duma and
Council of the Empire and it wld. be impossible Krivoshein filling such a
place. It would be the ruin of the Caucasus, he cleverer than anybody and un-

scrupulous now — friend to Nikolasha and fat Orlov and Yanushkevitch — would
be awful. As it must come to you for yr. approval, I warn you. —

Its madness of Nikolasha to take a man you sent away and who did all

the harm then. — Sturmer was much less shy and quite open this time — one

sees what a real love and veneration he has for you. — Is worried about
the Convention in Moscow wh. will be soon, is sending for the General fr. there

to speak over matters, personaly I fear that neurasthenic Shebeko will be

a useless rag there, if there should be any stories. Of course he also finds

a General Governor must be there, without having any man in view. — He
wishes I could show myself often in town and go about and to f(azan Church
— but my stupid heart and now face prevent and I know it would be

good. Motherdear neither can and Miechen is playing a popular part in

town and going about a lot and to musical evenings and acting her part as

charmeuse. The Benkendorfs are also in despair about this, the Css. told

Ania. They came back quite sick after a few days spent in town.

Everyone horrified by Khvostov. — She took tea at Pauls (after ages

again) — good humour. The boy goes about quite green as returns to the

regiment to-day. The terrible, forced drinking in the Hussars made him ill

and acted on his heart. They and the Garde cheval continue drinking

colossaly at the war, its loathsome and degrading before the soldiers who
know that you prohibited it. — If you have an occasion, tell Bczobrasov to

have an eye on the regiments and make them understand how hideously un-

moral it is at such a time.

The Css. Benkendorf is shocked with Dmitris goings on in town during

the war and finds one ought to insist upon him returning to the regiment —
I fully agree, town and women are poison for him. —

Just read in the papers about our advancing — thank God its going

quietly, steadily well — God grant this may change the rotten minds of the

»rear«. —
To-day Css. Carlov comes to me, as she leaves for Tiflis for 3 months,

as her daughter is expecting — then Mme Nikitina (ex Odessa) and a lady

of my store. —
Tatiana is at an operation of one of our officers this morning. —
Poor old Zaltza died yesterday — a remembrance of our young married

days here. Dear me, how much we have seen and lived through in these
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I

2 1
1/2 years of married life — but all is so distinct and clear in my memory

— oh how lovely the times were, Sweetheart, Sunny 's love ever increases, fuller,

richer and deeper and she dreams of our youthful happy love in the bygone,

how mad we were! — Precious one, I bless and kiss you without end and

yearn for yr. tender, consoling caresses more than ever. —
One just brought me your beloved letter for wh. very tenderest thanks.

So, my Angel also kisses my letters as I always do yours, eveiy page and
more than once. To-day it smells of cigarets. —

I see now why we advance, it being again winter here, I did not

think it wld. be thawing yet there.

In the papers to-day the news is so good about our advance, 17 officers

and 1000 men taken etc. oh, God bless our troops, I am sure he will and

its good we waste no time, before they profit attacking us. All are so happy

and full of it here.

I am glad the cinema was amusing as well as interesting. Did Kiryll

and ^. P. not turn up yesterday as I thought they intended to ?

No, those English books have not yet come. Motherdear finished the

2-nd, so I sent her the French book you read.

Now I must end and get up, as the oculist comes to see to my aching

eyes. —
Sweetheart, goodbye and God bless you over and over again and all

yr. undertakings and our beloved troops. Ah how full the heart is and our

prayers must be redoubled.

I cover you with kisses, my Huzy, and remain yr. very own
Wify*

Belartninov says I need stronger specks to read with, eyes overtired and
the aching comes also from gout — the same as my face nerve pains too —
but he is contented vtdth the eyes themselves and says they are very good,

only I overtask them. I am glad to have seen him, as the pain is often very

strong and that acts on my head, and I see worse for reading. (I personally

know they get bad fr. much crying) and fr. many unshed tears too, wh. fill

the eyes and that must drink themselves up again — this all I did not tell

him.) Then he gives me an ointment to rub in exteriorly if they ache much. —

No. 226.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 11 -th 19 16

My very own Sweetheart,

At last glorious, bright sunshine — what a difference it makes. I have

ordered service in the house as its Friday & I have such a longing to go to

church. All ones thoughts & prayers are with our troops & one flies to read

the news every morning. Should there ever be anything quite particularly good,

perhaps you wld. send me a short wire ? one feels so anxious — but God will

bless the troops & send success, if we only all pray enough. All our sanitary

traius have been called out & heaps of units & 1 5 hospitals have gone to Dvinsk
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I got yr. wire that you settled that question once for all with Kirill & N. P. &
am anxiously awaiting what conclusion you came to. — Have again ladies to

receive. Excuse my having wired about M-me Nikitina's husband, but she

entreated me to, — of course you will do as you think right. She thought he

was the oldest general with the St. George's cross who could fill that vacancy I
—

The children say the tower in the garden has become quite magnificent —
I long to go & look at it — hope to soon, if can risk with my face. — Beloved

One precious Darling, you feel wify holding you tightly in her arms, caressing

you tenderly & gently ? Oh, hard not to be together at such times. —
There are rumours that some guard reg. have already had great losses, —

but have they already been used ?

Oh, the beautiful sunshine I Beloved, I must end. Heart & soul with you.

God bless & proctect you & help you, give strenghts & energy & success. More
than ever I pray for you. I want to see you blessed, happy, successful, I want

to see the recompense for all your endless heartache, sorrow, anxiety, work, &
that the prayers of all those who fell for their Sovereign & Country shd. be

heard.

My Own, endless kisses from your own old

Sunny.

No. 227.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 12-th 191

6

My own Lovebird,

I scarcely slept this night from pains in my face again. It began in the

evening, just after I had told Vladimir Nikolaievitch that I thought I was quite

rid of it & might go this evening to Church, — the Cross-Worshipping Sabbath,

so disappointing. Had massage again this morning, smeared the face with all

sorts of things. It is a little better now, but aches & the eye is half shut.

Have again sent for the poor dentist — have seen so many other Drs. now,

that I think he better come & have a look 8c perhaps change a filling there

may be a new cavity. Of course feel cretinised & have to receive Mrasovsky

& our three Sisters who returned fr. Austria & have a lot to tell. — Two of

our sanitary trains are rAurning with heavy wounded. Is it true our losses are

very heavy ? Of course attacking, it cannot be otherwise — still we made many
prisoners & took a lot (whilst the Germans said they did not let us advance

one step, that we have immense losses & that they took 17 officers & 800 men
prisoners).

Sweety, remember you have that special telegrapho-telephon, or however

you call it & if anything particular let Vojeikov speak to Ressin or you to me.

One feels so anxious & longs for more news than waiting 24 hours for the

papers. — iV. P. came yesterday fr. 7V2-9 (such a pleasant surprise). A joy

to get direct news. He was sad for you that very dull atmosphere around

you, no young, fresh a. d. & you seemed so lonely. Its that wh. worries

me too. He told me about all yr. decisions, & hurried off last night back to

Rezhitza. — It is provoking that lack of officers. —
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He says the Admiral spoke again very much against Grigorovitrh, wh.

always hurtes him, as he venerates him very much & sees N. wants to fight

him out. —
He said he had a good talk with Feodorov. & about Polivanov too. Ma-

klakov was at Ania's & entreats to see me also beseeching that I shld.

implore you quickly to get rid of Polivanov, that he his simply a revolutionist

under the wing of Gutchkov — Stunner begged the same. They say that in that

odious war-industries committee they are intending to say horrid things, they

come together in a few days, & Maklakov says therefore quickly clear out Poli-

vanov, any honest man better than him. If you cant Ivanov, why not honest,

devoted Beliaiev & give him a good help. Sturmer much dislikes the other help

of Polivanov, says such a very bad man, I did not catch the name.

Lovy mine, dont dawdle, make up yr. mind, its far too serious, & chan-

ing him at once, you cut the wings of that revolutionary party; only be

quicker about it — you know, you yourself long ago wanted to change him
— hurry up Sweetheart, you need Wify to be behind pushing you. You above

all need an honestly devoted man, and that Beliaiev is, if Ivanov is too

obstinate. Please, do the change at once, then propaganda & all can at once

be stopped energetically. Maklakov adores you & spoke to her with tears in

his eyes about you & so I shall see him soon. Promise me you will at oncej

change the M. of War, for your sake, your Sons & Russias, — & it is high

time — otherwise I shld. not have written again so soon about this question.

You told me you wld. be soon doing it & who knows if God won't sooner bless

our troops if this «choice of the old Headquarters^^ is at once cleared out.

Rodzianko & Gutchkov knew well why they & }anushkevitch made Nikolasha

propose him to you & fat Orlov behind all. Maklakov loathes Orlov says he

is a man to stoop before nothing, the same as Khvostov. —
Saw Shebeko yesterday & had a good talk; & my ex lancer Vinberg. —
Our Friend leaves to-morrow, eld. not get any tickets for last Wednesday.

— I wish my face did not ache so, long to write a lot more & can't, & want?

to ask heaps about the troops. —
Heart & soul with you longing to be together. —
There, your sweet letter has just come, thanks ever so tenderly. Sweet-

heart. — So you think Shuvaiev the right man (tho' less of a gentleman than

Beliaiev) & is he really the right type ? I only once spoke to him when found
him most obstinate, so cannot judge. But who to succeed him? In any case

— hurry up. Lovebird.

Excellent that you intend attaching Ivanov to yr. person, as all down
there complain of the dear man being so tired & «getting old«. — Cannot
understand why Keller & Brussilov always have hated each other & when he
can Brussilov is not just — & the other in return abuses him (privately). Wont
the ministers be happy when Polivanov leaves? Oh, the relief.

Alas, Ignatiev is neither a man in his place, tries to play the popular
man & is left, alas, as too Boris Vas., his brother-in-law, — the smart set.

Can imagine how palpitatingly interesting the work now is, & long I

were near you to follow all together on the map & share anxiety & joy with
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you. From far we all do, heart & soul. — Yes, that frost is despairirjg for

the troops. There is nothing to be done, — God will help. God bless, &
protect you my Angel, my Own, my Love, my Huzy Sweet — guard & guide

you. Endless tender, passionably loving kisses fr. yr. own old

Sunny.

No. 228.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 13-th 191 6.

My very Own,

Warm & lovely sunshine, so God grant our troops have the same weather.

Our train is just beeing emptied out & Maries comes later in the day with very

heavy wounded. Despairing not to be able to go and meet them and work
in the hospital — every hand is needed at such a time. Slept alright, but the

strong pain in my eye continues, the cheek gets better when Vladimir Nikolaie-

vitch electrifies it, so I do it now twice a day. Baby went out already early

before Church. Ania goes for the whole day to town, as Gregory leaves, then

she sees her parents & dines at the Css. Fredericks. —
My poor Rostoftsev's twice-sister has just died from cancer & one says

he is quite wretched — is ill himself the whole time but goes on working. —
Little Titi played on the snowtower with the children yesterday & enjoyed it,

today he returns again to town. —
I am thinking so much about Shuvaiev & do greatly wonder whether he

can fill such a place, know how to speak in the Duma, as one time one abused

him & the ordnance department — but is that alright now ? My eye aches

so writing — I could not use it all day yesterday, & whilst I was receiving

it was distracting — as if one stuck pencil into the centre & then the whole eye

aches too, so better stop now & finish later on. —
So anxious for news. The children were all in Church & are now going

out, hot sun, wind, frost in the shade, last night rain. — You cannot imagine

how terribly I miss you — such utter loneliness — the children with all their

love still have quite other ideas & rarely understand my way of looking at

things the smallest even — they are always right «S: when I say how I was

brought up & how one must be, they cant understand, find it dull. — Only

when quietly speak with T. she grasps it. Olga is always most unamiable

about every proposition, tho' may end by doing what I wish. And when I

am severe — sulks me. Am so weary <& yearn for you. — There are also

many things wh. A., with her bringing up & being out of another set, does not

understand & many a worry I would never share with her — I used to with

^, P. because he, as a man with inborn tact, understood me. — We all ha\-e

our ways & thoughts & I feel so horribly old at times & low spirited — pain

pulls one down &. perpetual anxiety & worry since the war goes on. Your

precious calming presence gives me strength & consolation — I take things too

deeply to heart -- try to master it — but, I suppose, God gave me such a

heart wh. fills up my whole being. Forgive my writing all this & pay no
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attention to it, I am only a bit down. Oh, I must be off to Vladimir Nikolaie-

vitch to electrify myself. —
I bless you, kiss you over & over again & press you to my yearning

heart, Sweet Angel, Treasure,

Beloved I

Ever yr. very own weary old

Sunny.

No. 229.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 14-th 19 16.

My own sweet Treasure,

I send you an apple and flower from our Friend — we all had fruit

as a goodbye gift. He left this evening — quietly, saying better times are

coming and that he leaves spring-time with us. — He told her He finds

Ivanov wld. be good as Minister of War on account of his great popularity

not only in the army, but all over the country. — In that He is certainly

right — but you will do what you think best. I only asked He should pray

for success in yr. choice, and He gave this answer. —
I spent the whole long afternoon from 1-4 alone, reading with an aching

eye. It seems Neidhardt is ill with the same pains and high fever. The
dentist has left the Crimea yesterday evening. — The girls went to see Marie's

sanitary train whilst half full still — it left to the front in the evening again.

Three trains came.

Forgive my having seemed to grumble in my last letter, its a shame —
only I was feeling so low and wrongly forgot to hide it. Such constant

pains pull one down a bit. Oh yes, yet another thing he said to tell you

that the Metropolitan told him, the Synod wants to present you a wish of

theirs that seven metropolitans should be in Russia. Vladimir very much
for it — but our Friend begs you not to agree as its certainly not the moment
and we cant even find scarcely 3 decent ones fit to occupy such a place. How
utterly absurd of them. Nikon is still here, too bad. — 1

One says Uncle Khvostov, hopes to whitewash his nephew, tho' all are

against him and wants to drag Beletzky in, who really seems quite innocent

concerning the Conspiracy and wishes him no longer to be Senator, but then

you must be just and have K^hvostov's courtrank taken away — I deeply regret

it was left him — as in the Duma they say — if he wished to get rid of

Gregory because he did not suit him, he can do the same with any of us

who may displease him. I don't like Beletzky but it wld. be very unfair if he

suffered more than Khvostov. He has forfeited Irkutsk through his imprudence,

but thats enough. The other tried to instigate a murder. — Enough of this

story.

Excuse this ink, but my other pen is empty and needs refilling. —
What a pitty you cannot get out more, I know how wildly you long for

the sun and air towards spring — so wais I in the bygone, could not live without

air and then through being ill everything changed and I learned to be weeks

without air and never any walks. — And you do so need it with all the work

20* 3^7



you have to do. How vile that they shoot again with explosive bullets, liut

God will punish them. —
Sweetheart, if you only knew how yr. little wify longs for you and now

we shall for sure long not meet again. There is nothing to be done but you
are s lonely, Lovebird and I long to caress you and feel yr. sweet tenderness.

Precious one, you feel wify's love enveloping you with fathomless tenderness ?

You feel my arms round you and my lips pressed to your warm ones with

such utter love ? God keep you, my one and all, my own Sunshine. —
Got to sleep late, because of the aching — its not any longer madning

pain, but aches and these last day's especially my right eye.

4 of warmth this morning — the sun did not shine long. — Its the feast of

the Feodorovska Holy Aluther and consequently of our Church. Igor comes

to present himself as yr. a. d. and lunches with us. I also receive the com-
mander of my Crimeans — I wonder what he is like.

Alia has asked to see me as she drives here to-day, so will come to tea.

All that with these pains is not gay, but difficult to refuse.

Now Lovebird, Goodbye and God bless you. I cover you, sweet Nicky,

with very tenderest kisses.

Ever yr. very

Own.

The Children are alright — Tatiana busy at the hospital — Olga has

gone there on foot with Shura, Anastasia after her lesson is off for a run with

Trina as the priest officiates in Church this morning. Marie is writing to you.

Baby is out. I must get up for my electricity. —
It does not concern me, but whilst I could not sleep, I was thinking

over what you said about K.edrov; — wld. not M. P. Sablin be better instead of

Plarison, — such a serious, quiet man and not an ambitious »Streber«. Tho'

Kedrov is clever and talented, yet hs is somewhat an insolent fellow, judging

by his letters to the Admiral — and the other so discreet and an older man
for such a place. This is my very own opinion, not prompted by any talk

with ^. P. as you might think. We never mentioned his brother last time,

there was no time even. —
Poguliaiev such a young admiral and in yr. suite — colossal honour, the

couple wild of joy and he is going to fly off to tl»e old Father to present

himself — he is also ambition itself and insolent and therefore has luck and

both these men turn the Admiral round their little finger. Eberhardt needs a

serious help and I find a man fr. the black sea is the one just to

occupy such a place. Pardon my interference. Sweety, but in the long, lonely

night I thought of this and felt I must write it honestly to you, — tell me
whether you don't agree. —

Paul told Ania ho takes over the command in .Xpril, can it be true? I

personally strongly doubt his succeeding and honestly find it not right his

insisting, as after all he is quite out of «everything since ever so long and one

cannot be sure of his health. —
Now I really must get up. Farewell my .Angel. — A bow to Feodorov

and Gen. Alcxciev.
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No. 230.

Tsarskoje Selo, March, 15-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

There, glorious sunshine with 10 of warmth, but windy — and yester-

day afternoon and evening it snowed hard.

My head and eyes go on aching, the woman has been masseing my
face and head, neck and shoulders and soon I go up to my electricity. I dare

not risk going out until have seen the dentist and to be sure my cheek wont

swell up. — Lovy, I send you here a letter I got from Rostchakovsky when

read through and if you agree, wire to me »all right« and I shall have -it

wired on to him. He is a strange chap, not like others — but certainly devoted

and energetic and as he so funnily writes, must be used. — I wish you

could shut up that rotten war industries committee as they prepare simply anti-

dynastic questions for their meeting. —
I have V. P. Schneider with a long report — I like her as she is so

energetic and understands half words already — only my head is not fresh

at all. Later Emelianov comes to bid goodbye before returning to my regiment. —
Last night Baby's train came. It seems of the 20-th Sib. reg. only 5 officers

have remained — fearful losses. But are you on the whole contented ? of course

in attacking heavy losses are inevitable.

Mme Zizi has at last returned here and I shall see her this afternoon. —
So tiresome I cant take medicines now, something came on 8 days too

early.

Am eagerly awaiting yr. promised letter.

Excuse bad writing. —
One says Dmitri is still scandalling about in town such a pittyl He wont

become a better husband for that. —
Did you see the Sultan received the fieldmarshal's staff from William,

such mockery. —
Missy has sent another pretty fairytale book of hers to Olga. —
Beloved One, I kiss you, oh so tenderly and wish I could share yr,

loneliness; you have not a soul to talk to, to feel near you, who understands

you and with whom you can talk about anything wh. comes into yr. head; — sad

^. P. is no longer with you — he had shared our life so much and knew
and understood so many little things, wh. the other a. d. dont.

Wont you have them on duty change about with you? Would be good
for them and interesting for you.

Thanks tenderly, my beloved One, for yr. sweetest letter, am glad you

have settled all about Polivanov, God grant Shuvaiev may be the right man
in the right place, in any case a blessing you are rid of him.

I shall read through Gregory's telegr. with Ania when she returns from
town and then explain it to you. —

Hang those Generals, why are they so weak and good for nothing, be

severe to them. You have indeed been busy. Sweetheart.
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But I must end now. God bless and protect you.

Warmest, tenderest kisses, Huzy mine fr. yr. very own old

VVify.

No. 231.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 15 th 191

6

My own Lovebird,

I begin my letter to you this evening. It was such happiness hearing

from you & I can imagine how comforted you feel to have at last settled

the question of the minister of war. God bless your choice with success,

& may he prove himself worthy of your trust.

Is it true that things are going very bad with Sukhomlinov — Igor had

heard as tho' he wld. have to be shot — but I don't know where he got

the news from. Certainly he had his great faults — but his successor is yet a

greater traitor to my mind. I return Gregory's telegram to you. He means

Beletzky, because he does not find just that he, who has scarcely been to

blame, should so severely suffer & the other got off better, who committed the

greatest sin. —
My eye has been hurting me madly all day (& head too) — its from

the triplex nerve in the face. One branch to the eye, the one took khe

upper row of teeth, the other the lower, & the knot before the ear. I have heard

of more people suffering now fr. these pains — Neidhardt had it so bad,

that the Drs. send him to the south for a rest. Its fr. a chill in the facial

nerves, the cheek & teeth are much better, the left jaw goes popping in & out

this evening, but the eyes ache very much — therefore I wont write anymore

now. —
Here is a letter fr. Poguliaiev for you to read through, & copy of a telegr.

fr. the f>TvertzU Baby got to-day. —
y>On March 7-th the 3-d squadron of the Tver Regiment named after

your Imperial Majesty penetrated into the ranks of kurdish cavalry body more

than three times as large as ours and sabered many, thereby extricating our

infantry from a dangerous situation — I am happy to felicitate with this our

Worshipped August Chief.

Colonel von Harten.

(Field Telegraph branch 116.)

One says K.hvostov is at Moscou talking away & saying he was sent off

because wished to get rid of the German spies near our Fr. — so low. Ah.

indeed he ought to be judged or his embroidered coat be taken fr. him. He
said you ought to punish those that talk in the clubs. — Ania continues getting

anon, letters, her Father & poor Zhuk too, telling him not to go with her,

otherwise he will die a violent death with Ania. She spoke to Spiridov. Sc he

will have her guarded, knows one is after her. Begs her only to walk in our
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garden, not go on ioot to Church nor in the street, to get quicker into ^her

carriage — certainly this makes her nervous. Sturmer told the Father he has

her safely guarded in town. —

r

I wish one eld. stop Ignatiev's popular (left) speeches in the Duma
about universities wh. one needs all over Russia etc. — he will break his own
neck seeking for popularity. —

March i6-th. Again splendid sunshine, 13 in the sun & thawing

hard — strange you had such a thick fogg. Slept alright, but the pains gently

continue tiring me. I have the dentist after luncheon. Titi will walk with

the children & before tea I shall have his hair cut — Lilt could never

make up her mind because his standing out ears were hidden by his long hair

— so she let me do it, it wld. be less painful to her & I am sure he will

look much nicer, being such a big boy. To-morrow he leaves for Reval to

live with her relations. —
I am sorry, as he is a nice boy for Alexei to play with.

The big girls go to town as Olga has a committee & then they take tea at

Anitchkov. Sweetest Love, its two weeks to-day, that you left us and I miss

you quite terribly. Its good you have much to do, so that you cannot feel

the loneliness so much. Only the evenings must indeed be sad & dull, poor

Sweetheart. I send you again some lilies of the valley & the little sweet-

smelling blue flowers you like — I have kissed them & they bring you my
love, wh. is deep and tender. —

I don't read at all now, so as to rest my eyes wh. ache so & in the

evening lay patiences with Marie, in the daytime Ania reads sometimes aloud

to me. I shall send Motherdear an exciting book again. My »Buian«. hap

come back again to the big palace & this time wounded. — I got telegrams

fr. Yalta, my Sanatorium is quite ready — such luck as it gives us from 50

—

60 officers' places, than we can turn »/(utchuk Lambat« into a hospital only

for soldiers, as the officers bored themselves to distraction there & always

tried to go off to Yalta & there was no place for their wives to live, as its

only a fishermens' village. —
I do so wonder how Shuvaiev will manage, is he energetic ? What a

blessing if he is the right man. — Yes, alas, our generals have never been

very famous — what can it be ? Clear them out then & bring forward young
energetic men, as for instance Arseniev — during a war one chooses the

capable men & does not go by the age & rank, I find, — its for the whole

armie's sake & one cannot suffer men's lives to be shed in vain by blustering

generals. —
I wonder what Admiral Filimore will tell you about the north ? —
I had a letter fr. Malcolm expressing the wild enthusiasm all over Eng-

land, about Erzerum — in the streets & clubs it was the reigning talk.

—

Unfortunately he did not succeed with the English red cross to get them to

send their 3 sisters over to Germany as we did, & he is muchly disappointed.

Then Daisy arranged him a meeting with Max in Switzerland — when
he got there. Max had fallen ill & eld. not meet him. He went over our organi-

sation at Bern for the help of our prisoners «& found it excellent.
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1 shall finish this after luncheon, as now must be getting up. I cover

you with kisses, every sweet place & hold you tightly clasped to my heart —
Treasure, sweetest of Huzysl —

We had Nastinka to luncheon & before that Makiakov sat with me for

3/4 of an hour talking hard. True, devoted soul. Intensely relieved you have
changed PoUvanov but he wld. have cleared out some others too. When we
meet again I can talk over many things he said & I shall speak with Sturnter

when see him, as some things are really true & need thinking over. — He
entreats you not to agree with all the Moscou demands. Of course one a n n t

sanction the Unions of the Cities etc. becoming legalized & stable institutions.

Their money is governemental & they can use as many millions as they like

& the »people« don't even know its crown money* — that must be made known
officially.

Should they exist on later they wld. inevitably be the nest of propaganda
& the workers of the Duma in the country. He was minister when you allowed

it, as they came straight to you before Makiakov eld. make his report &
then he begged you after only to sanction it during the war. Please,

Lovy, remember this. You have now sent them a wire thanking for their work
— but that must not mean that they should continue. If ever such sort of

organisations are needed, it must be in the hands of Governors. — He is

over disgusted with K.hvostov's behaviour. He spoke like an honest, well-

meaning, deeply loving & devoted loyal friend & servant of yours. —
Now for to-day I must end, the man leaves.

Goodbye & God bless & keep you, my Angel.

Tenderest kisses fr. all. Ever yr. very, very

Own.

No. 232.

Tsarskoje Selo, March, 17-th 191

6

My Beloved,

A grey morning, 3 of warmth. How annoying that the fogg continues

at Moghilev and such mud, swamps, inundated rivers all along the front

Really its bitterly hard all the difficulties our poor troops have to fight with;

but God wont forsake them. Only Lovy, punish those that make faults, you
cannot be severe enough — some firm exemples will frighten all the rest. —

Thats good yr. clearing away Ronzhin — he is the despair of all — and

red Danilov?

Css. Carlov is furious her friend PoUvanov has been changed and has

at once offered him to live in her house — that pictures to you the state of

many in society now. Formerly they would never have dreamed of doing

such a thing — she with aplomb shows the opposition — her son in law is

at Tiflis, Nikolasha chose PoUvanov, thats all one and her unamiability when she

came to me.
She is VoLzhin's great friend and therefore sits upon the week man and

crushes him. I know this all fr. Ania's Mother as the Css. and Sisters are
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her Father's relations and they have changed in their behaviour towards
them too. —

Cannot one be more careful as to who gets put into the Council of the

Empire? Maklakov says it makes all the good ones say, that many one
does not approve of, find a home there, as for instance Dumitrashko whom
Trepov wishes to get rid of and therefore begs him to be put there. One
needs good men and not any body (else it becomes like the retired officers).

It must be the loyal right. —
I never knew that nice Pokrovsky is a known left (their nicest luckily),

a follower of K.okovtzev and of the >1. Wish you could think of a good
successor to Sazonov, — need not be a diplomat! So as now already to get into

the work and to see we are not sat upon later by England and that when
the questions of ultimate peace comes we should be firm. Old Goremykin
and Sturmer always disapprouved of him as he is such a coward towards
Europe and a parlamentarist — and that wld. be Russia's ruin.

For Baby's sake we must be firm as otherwise his inheritance will be
awful, as with his caracter he wont bow down to others but be his own master,

as one must in Russia whilst people are still so uneducated — Mr. Philippe

and Gregory said so too. —
And another thing Lovy, forgive my bothering you, but its for yr. sweet

sake they speak to me. Wont you give Sturmer the order he is to send for

Rodzianko (the rotten) and very firmly tell him you insist upon the budget
being finished before Easter; as then you need not call them together till,

God grant, when everything is better — autumn — after war. They want to

dawdle on so as to come back in summer with all their horrible liberal propo-

sitions.

Many say the same thing and beg of you to insist they shld. finish now.
And you cannot make concessions, an answerable ministery etc.: and all the

rest they wish. It must be your war and your peace and your and our
Country's honour and as no means the Duma's they have not to say a word
in those questions. — Ah, how I wish we were together, I cant write all,

I should like to, tho' my pen flies like mad over the paper and the thoughts

tear through my head — its difficult to put all plainly on paper — and
besides I have to get up and be off to the dentist, —

He is killing a nerve in my last tooth to the right, thinks that may
calm the other nerves, because the tooth does not require the nerve being killed

at all. He is quite put out about my pains. Head and eye go on aching to-day,

but I slept well. —
My little Malama came for an hour yesterday evening, after dinner

at Anias. We had not seen him for 1V2 years. Looks flourishing more of a

man now, an adorable boy still. I must say, a perfect son in law he wld.

have been — why are foreign Pees, not as nice! — Ortipo had to be shown
to his »Father« of course. —

Quite nice what they wrote about Shuvaiev. Must make Ania read what

Menshikov says about Poiivanov — am so relieved he has gone — the



»socie« of course will grieve, it interests me what Paul will say at tea to-day.

— I must be off, shall finish after luncheon. —
Oh thank you so, so much my beloved Sweetheart for your precious

letter wh. was joy to receive and every loving word warmed me up. —
Yes, thats Albert Grancy's son who told that — at least one told that —

at least one who honestly said that the Germans began. —
Its most despairing thaw having set in at the front and that one cant

advance and are deep in water. Such bad luck, but perhaps will pass quickly.

Good, you have sent for the 3 chiefs to speak over with them. —
Sister Olga arrives on Sunday, to everybody's great surprise. I fear

she comes to speak about her wishes for the future — what am I to say

about yr. thoughts on that subject. The moment when all minds are so

unpatriotic and against the family its hard she should think of such things

and his part is unpardonable, and personally I fear Sandro has been egging

her on — I may be wrong — but that story worries me very much and

I don't find she ought to have brought up this theme now. Perhaps she

wants to follow him to the Caucasus as one says his regiment goes off there --

that would be more than unwise and give occasion for much talk and ugly talk.

I am so glad to hear that people are contented at Shuvaiev's nomina-

tion — God grant him success. —
Now my Darling I must close my letter. All the children fondly kiss

you and I cover you with tender, gentle kisses and deep love, sweet Huzy mine.

Ever yr. old
Wify.

No. 233.
Tsarskojc Selo, March, 26th 191

6

My very own precious Love,

Once more the train will be carrying you off from us, when you read

my letter. This week has flown; it was an unexpected joy you came & you

can tell Alexeiev, with kind messages, that I think of him with a grateful

heart. I am glad Dmitri accompanies you now, it will make the journey

brighter & less lonely. The idea of your going off all alone again, is great

pain. If I feel this terrible loneliness everytime, tho' have the dear children,

what must yr. sensations be all alone at the Headquarters! And Passion-week

& Easter approaching, those lovely services, you will be sad standing all by

yourself in Church. God help you, my own Lovebird. —
You never can come here without there being some story to pain you

or make you anxious & give worry, now poor Olga's intentions & plans

for the future have assailed us & I cannot tell you the bitter pain it causes

me for you. Your own sweet sister doing such a thing!

I understand all & don't & cant grudge her longing first for liberty

& then happiness, but she forces you to go against the family laws, when

it touches ones own nearest, its far worse.
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She, an Emperor's daughter & sister! Before the country, at such a time

when the dynasty is going through heavy trials & many countercurrants are

at work, — is sad. The society's morals are falling to pieces & our family, Paul,

Misha & Olga show the example, not speaking of the yet worse behaviour

of Boris, Andrei & Sergei.

How shall we ever stop the rest from similar marriages ? Its wrong
she puts you into this false position & it hurts me its through her this new
sorrow has been inflicted upon you. What would yr. Father have said to

all this ? We have been far to weak & kind to the family & ought many a

time to have thundered at the young ones. — Do, if only possible, find an

occasion of speaking to Dmitri about his goings on in town, & at such

a time. — I, wickedly perhaps, did hope Petla would not give the divorce.

It may seem cruel & I don't mean to be so, because I tenderly love Olga,

but I think of you first & that she makes you act wrongly. Nice sunshine,

I hope it will shine upon yr. way too. Please give many messages to Count

Keller fr. me, ask after his boy (second marriage) he had him with him a

time, I know. —
I hope to go to Church to-night when you have left, it will be a com-

fort to pray for you with all the rest. I hate goodbyes & the awful separations.

You have warmed me up again with your tender, loving caresses, they soothe

the constant aching heart. All my deepest, warmest, unceasing love surounds

you, all fervent, burning prayers, heart & soul undying together through all

eternity. My Own, my Life, my Treasure!

God bless & protect you & give you success in all undertakings, guide

& guard you fr. all harm. Passionately I press you to my heart & kiss

you with infinite tenderness, eyes, lips, forehead, chest, hands, every tenderly

loved place wh. belongs to me.
Goodbye, Sunshine, my happiness, God grant the separation may not

be too long. The chief thing is missing when you are not here & the evenings

are sad & we try to get early to bed. Ever, Nicky mine, yr. own true wify

Alix.

Your Own. —

No. 234.

Tsarskoje Selo, March, 27-th 191

6

My very own Lovebird,

Glorious warm sunshine, do hope you have the same weather. Such a

sad feeling when I awoke this morning & turned to kiss you & found the

dear place empty »Me don't like dat« at all. And the evening was melan-

choly, laid patiences & talked.

Went to evening service & prayed hard for my lonely One whom I had
just parted with in great pain. The priest preached about Maria of Egypt.

Baby wrote his diary with grumbling.
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They all go to Ania's hospital this afternoon to hear singing & see con-

jurers, she wants me to go, but do not feel up to it. After Church must finish

this, then must look at some of Stredlov's pictures, change & go to the big

palace hospital, where I have not been since about 4 months, & then for a

drive, as they say the roads are better. — Isa lunches with us. Now I must
quickly get up. — Always in a hurry, so my letter will be short.

Have you got on with the book ? Oh, my Sweetheart, how I miss you
& long for you. I cover you with tender kisses. God bless & protect you.

The Children kiss you over & over again.

Ever, my Angel love, yr. very own old

Wify.

No. 235.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 28-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

Another glorious morning with splendid sunshine, I am glad, then the

snow will sooner melt & the roads become better. We drove yesterday at

Pavlovsk I am so disaccustomed to the movement in a big carriage & driving

quickly, that it makes my back ache & gives me a not very pleasant sen-

sation (the moveable heart & kidneys), but after a while that is sure to pass.

I so very rarely drive these last years. —
At Ania's hospital it was quite nice, fancy my having gone for an hour,

I watched everything with a sort of interest, heart & soul being far away from
all that. 2 tiny children played remarcably well on the gicelyra, that wooden
instrument with wooden hammers. Then Mme Beling sang, very pretty voice

indeed. The soldiers were enchanted. Nini sat next to me and was a goose. —
I saw K^otchubei about presents for the y>Plastuni«. from Baby, he will

give the money & then our store can make the things for the 6th of May, as

they cannot possibly be got ready for Easter.

To-day I see the Priest of the Standart. He came here for the men's
devotions on board & now goes back to Rczhitsa. Then Shar^ubaiov presents

himself. — I found 4 »Alexandrovtsi<< & 2 Crimcans in the big palace

yesterday, also one of yr. i-st Siberian regiment, I had seen him wounded
after the last war; he said the losses a week or 2 ago were terrible in yr.

regiment nearly all the officers again killed or wounded, — such a cauchcmar.
In the afternoon we went into Znamenia & placing candles & praying

there reminded me of the last day we knelt there side by side, as one. Oh,
my Lovy sweet, if you knew the solitude without your precious presence I Such
a yearning besides in my arms to close them around you & press you to my
heart & feel peaceful & calm in yr. great unfailing love.

I must stop now because of the masseuse & thsn I go to our hospital. —
Ania spends the day in town till 5, so I shall free to visit another

hospital & take Isa for a turn perhaps.
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Three new officers arrived fr. Tarnopol & I made their dressings. One
old one had served many years in Baby's ^>Lithuanians«. & remembered seeing

me when I arrived 22 years ago at Simferopol.

We are going to the Maternity Hospital after luncheon.

One brought me quite charming Images painted by wounded soldiers, who
had never drawn before, & the setting made by them too. I am writing during

luncheon, as have to receive after. Just got yr. wire from Zhmerinka, glad

you have spring weather, hope you can take a little walk upon yr. arrival this

evening.

Now goodbye my Nicky sweet, my own Huzy. Endless kisses & blessings

Ever yr. very own old

Sunny.

No. 236.

Tsarskoje Selo, March, 29-th 191

6

My Beloved,

I have no idea when and where you will receive my letters. Just now
one brought me yr. wire from Kamenetz-Podolsk, wh. came in half an hour

only. Here too its grey this morning & dull.

Do so wonder whether you will see my Crimeans anywhere, they are

at 20 versts about from where you spent the night. —
Poor little Nikita had an operation done yesterday, but I don't know

the details, — the ear, — anyhow the Drs. seem satisfied. —
The Children worked in the ice & I sat in the sun for of an hour

looking on. — Dr. Zuiev has returned & I hope to see him, he went to

Victoria to Darmouth to bring her my letter. Dicky walks on crutches, he

broke his leg some time ago toboggaining. He spends easter with his parents

at Kent House. Easter falls together this year. Louise is in France in the

hospital again. —
Ania read to us yesterday evening, poor girl, she does not read well &

makes endless faults in English. —
Lovy, do have that question stopped about the lot of new metropolitans,

it is again being discussed in the Synod believe me, its not right, we have
not the men & it will only do harm to the Church.

First our Bishops must be better men before we can think of making
them metropolitans, its too early & will do much mischief & bring yet more
frictions in the Church. — Have been to Ania's hospital & dressed the

wounds of three of the worst. Now I am going to my lancer hospital, & before

that, must receive. —
Tatiana Andreievna comes to tea; alas, Olga says she cannot come to

us, so sad, as I had hoped to have a talk with her. — Goodbye, my Angel,
God bless & protect you.

I cover you, my own sweet One, with very tender kisses & such craving

Ever yr. very own old

Wify.
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No. 237,

Tsarskoje Selo, March 30-th 191 6.

My own Sweetheart,

I am writing, to you during luncheon, as had no time in the morning.
Read through my prayers, had the masseuse, went to our Pestcherny Church
for service (thought so much of you) and then to our hospital, where I made
10 dressings, — now am tired. Have to receive. At 4 go to the red cross and I

give the graduates of the courses their papers and they get the cross. Then
A. Olga, Mavra and Helene dine with us, as I have not yet seen them this

year. — A grey day, wanted to snow but not cold, so shall dine with the

girls to freshen up my brain. A. has gone for the day to town, saw her

in Church .

—

I was awfully grateful to get 2 telegr. from you yesterday. Lovebird. Wc
are enchanted that you saw our Company. —

3 people of »Pate« come to bring Alexei an apparatus and some films. —
Baby improves playing on the balalaika, Tatiana also had a lesson yesterday, —
I want them all to learn to play together, it wld. be charming.

Sweetheart, I must end now. God bless and protect you and keep you
fr. all harm. I cover you with fond, longing kisses. —

Ever, Huzy love,

Wify.

No. 238.

Tsarskoje Selo, March 31-st 191 6.

My own sweet One,

I hope you will find this letter upon yr. arrival to-morrow. How glad

I am that all went off so successfully and that the weather got warmer. —
Mavra and Helene dined, A. Olgas chill prevented her coming, —

Christophor arrives to day. Helene read to us a most interesting letter she

received fr. Vera, all about the last terrible days they went through in Mon-
tenegro and their marvellous escape. She writes so cleverly and full of life,

— a regular nightmare, poor thing. — Mavra wanted you to send for Igor

so as to get him away from a bad, fast set here, Ella Bcnkcndorf etc: she

will speak again to Varavka about the boy's health. — A lonely homecoming to

the Headquarters again, poor agoo wee one, I long to hold you tightly in my
arms and to cover you with kisses, — and you ? —

Now I know Vladimir Nikolaievitch and Danini are working out plans

for this institute of Feodorov and the plans will be sent to him and Voyeikov
to choose, — but please, tell Feodorov that I must see them, as may have ideas

to propose, — and I beg of you to insist upon Ania being permitted to

buy that bit of ground she chose (10 to 12,000) and wh. Voyeikov knows
about. Only he wont stand up for Ania, he is not a real friend of hers when
it does not suit him. You give him and Feodorov your and my order that
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she is to be allowed to buy that bit of ground now they need not ha\'e it,

only have ample place next to it. Its opposite the photographers, where the Baron
fell into the water, a little higher up and she could have some green there.

Voyeikov arranged the buying and selling of those grounds with a man and
is obstinate and very angry that A. and Putiatin spoke about it and looked at

the ground and arranged with the man that they (she) would like to buy it

for her invalid hospital - house. Before she has the money for building, she

can already plant vegetables, wh. will be a profit to her refuge. I dont want
Vladimir Nikolaievitch Dcr(evenko) and Feodorov to be greedy. So you
give that order — Feodorov will remember it. Both things are under my
protection, — so Voyeikov can give Kharlamov (I think thats the man's name)
the order to sell the bit Ania chose already before we had thoughts

of that ground for the medical Institute (and there is ample place still), so as

that she can buy it now and he can write to her, we both wish her to have

that ground to buy (or we can give for Easter it to her, lo to 12,000, as you
think) — only please have it done at once, and don't let them cheet her. —

Excuse my bothering you, but I know she is in all states about this

ground and its good she has that work to think about and the plans and the

planting etc. —
We leave the house before 10, as at 10V2 is the consecration in town of

the little church in my school Popular Artcraft. Then 121/2 lunch at Anitchkov.

At 2 Olga has a committee and receives offerings. I shall probably go to

the store with Tatiana or hospital in the palace, or to Nikita. He is getting

on alright. —
A bright morning, — I wish had not to go to town, its always so

tiring such an expedition. —
You will feel dull when Dmitri leaves again. Css. Palei wrote me a long

letter, begging you to keep him away fr. the regiment, because his health is

so bad and he so sad to go.

If one could find him work of some sort to do, or send him to a

sanatorium for 2 months complete rest in good air, — only not town, or

dawdling about. —
Now must get up and dress. Goodbye, my very own Treasure, my joy and

sunshine, my very own Precious One.
God bless and keep you. I kiss you with unending true devotion and

remain, yr. own old

No. 239.

Tsarskoje Selo, April i-st 19 16.

My own sweet One,

Now you are back again at the Headquarter & I fear, will feel awfully

lonely. And to stand all alone during those lovely Church services will be

sad, — have you at least got Georgi with you ? —
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I have the window a little open & hear a little birdie chirruping away,

at Gatchino the first little blue flowers are out; its beautiful this sunshine &
so calm to-day.

Olga wrote to you all about our doings in town, — I must only add
where Tatiana & I were, whilst Olga was in the Winter Palace. We drove to

the new little Bari Church of the -oSkoroposlushnitsav. & saw the lovely Image
there, — such an ideally sweet face & one has such a nice feeling when praying

before it, — I placed a candle for you there & at the Kazan Virgin too, where
we went. I send you a tiny Image I brought back from there, — you have

already many, but when you read the inscription behind, it may help you in

your heavy tasks. — Then to the store, went right through it, — alas, not very

many people. — Sat then at Xenias, — for years I had not bCen to her &
so found changes in her room. Nikita is getting on alright.

Have not slept very well, that happens when I am overtired & everything

aches, therefore shall remain lying this morning. —
Had news from ^. P., says its spring there, lots of birds, 25 storks even

arrived. Kirill spent a week with them & seemed sorry to leave. In the mor-
nings they rode to the different Companies, wh. are several versts away, —
watched the shooting. They have not yet been excercising as the roads are

impossible & everything under water. After luncheon they walked in the garden
& then went off again, — & in the evening bridge. The Companies make their

devotions by turn, — my little Church is in a barn & so quite cosy & not cold &
can stand without caps. The priest is happy to have more services, as Polnshkin

did not much care about it, — & on board ours are accustomed to it. I am
going to get a small holy winding sheet for them & my lancers to send out. —

He is awfully happy that old Ivanov will be with you. — I remember him
always hinting to me how good it would be. — If all is quiet, hopes to come
about the 16-th for 5 days. — Groten turned up for a few days here & Kussov
too it seems. —

Passed Linevitch in town, — Dobriazgin in a vile, small fur-cap. Oh Lovy,

how sad the i>willows« all alone I I hate to think of you without any of us, —
those at the war have all their men & comrades around them, — you carry all

the weight & have such dull people with you. I yearn after you, miss you
more than I can say, my One & all, my Life, my Sunshine, — my Own, very,

very Own. —
Shall sit in the garden this afternoon whilst the children work & before

that go in to Znamenia, — feel quieter when have carried my prayers there to

her, for you, my Angel.

Lovy, why dont you get a. d. from different regiments to come & do
their duty with you for 2-3 weeks, it would be an honour to them, times are still

quiet & they could tell you interesting things during your walks, — gayer than

Valia, Kira & even blissful Mordvinov & sclfsure Voyeikov, — please squash the

latter sometimes, he needs it, is too awfully contented with himself, it puts me
out every tinYc I talk to him. Dont let him again speak against our Metropolitan,

& pay less attention to what he says, — there, I meddle again, but he is a man
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I always found needs holding in hand, & being watched. He is not amiable

enough to others & thinks of his personal safety, position I mean, first.

Goodbye my Manny dear, my Boysy sweet, Huzy love. Feel my loving

warm presence & prayers near you when you kneel with your candle & y>willows<.<.

in yr. hand. I cannot imagine our not spending these great days together.

May yr. life & reign also turn from anguish and misery to glorious sunshine

& joy & holy Easter bring its fathomless blessings. —
Farewell, Sweetheart. We shall make our devotions as usual, — but it

will be awfully sad without you.

I gather you to my breast & hold you in tender embrace kissing every

loved place, with fondest, most complete devotion. God bless you
yr. Own.

No. 240.

Tsarskoje Selo, April 2-nd 19 16

My own beloved Sweetheart,

Oh, what an unexpected joy it was when Madelaine brought me yr.

precious letter, I never thought you would find time to write. — How deadtired

you must have been yesterday after that endless war-council. I hope you

were contented with all the plans. — As you liked that sweet English book,

1 am sending you another by the same author, wh. we also like. It is also

charming & interesting; tho' not as sweet as the Boy. Yes Lovy, it reminds

one of 22 years ago, & I would give much to be alone with you in such

a garden, its so true; every woman has in her the feeling of a mother too

towards the man she loves, its her nature, when its real deep love I —
I love those pretty words & how he sits at her feet under the tree & he

has such a lovely, sunny soul, »my little boy blue«.

We all of us read the story with wet eyes. —
Paul comes to us to tea to-day, I suppose Dmitri will turn up to-morrow,

if it does not bore him.

I lay out on the balkony yesterday & Ania read to me, — to-day I'll sit

near the children whilst they work.

Marie is in a grumpy mood & grumbles all the time & bellows at one,

she & Olga have B. — Olga has become better humoured I find, it shows

she is feeling stronger. —
I feel still awfully tired after town & ache all over. Must be back at 4

for a report with Lili Ob(oLensky); amongst others, I saw Baron Kussov for

10 m. yesterday, full of questions, looking brown & well. —
Shall read over your letter lots more still.

Through Groten am sending to day 3 small winding-sheets for his regiment

fr. Baby, for the lancers & Guard Crew fr. me. — Shall think of you quite

particulary this evening when we get our ^^Wiliowsa, oh sweet One, God bless

& protect you, all my tenderest, passionate love fondly surrounds you & I long
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to hold you Ughtly in my arms & let your head rest UDon my breast like

in bed & feel your sweet loving presence, & to cover you with kisses. Ever
Huzy mine, \r. very own old

Wify.

No. 241.

Tsarskoje Selo, April 3-d 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

Several times I have again reread and kissed your dear letter, I received

yesterday, yes, — its like talking and a whole week without a word in your
own handwriting was sad (tho' most comprehensible). —

How one would sometimes like to relive happy, peaceful moments as

those when we were alone, together with our beautiful love, wh. every day
brought new revelations. These constant partings wear out the heart, because

one suffers so, but the sweet words in letters, wh. you, silly old Boy, are shy

to use except in the dark, fill my heart with silent bliss and make me feel

younger and the few nights we spend together now are so quiet and full

of loving tenderness. Always being inseperable for years, one loose the habit

of showing ones tenderness and feelings, whereas now one cannot keep them
back they bring such untold consolation and joy. —

Marie wrote to you all about the nonsense on the ice. I went into

Znamenia and placed candles and brought some flowers to the Virgine. —
Paul took tea with us, to-day Dmitri and we have A. Olga and Christo for

Church and luncheon. D. came with that rotten Marianna and A. in the train,

in despair to go back to the regiment and all the more before the holidays,

finds it no use being in the regiment, no work and constant drinking. Longs
to go to the Caucasus, to be sent down there to see something else in a

warm climate and with some order to fulfil. And disappointed not to have

been left at the Headquarters with you. Oh these young men of the family

with bad health and love of pleasure instead of duty I Felt so sad without you
in Church, I was not last year either. The boys will only be out of quarantine

for Easter I fear, — such a bore. But the men sang very well, masses of soldiers

and people were in church, when we left there were still heaps waiting to

approach the Image and receive their »w///ow5«.

How was Brussilov? Did he speak out his opinions and did they

seem good. I do wonder whether he is capable to fill such a responsible place,

God grant it! —
How grateful we must be, that those aeroplanes were got to move off,

you were in a precarious place, — hang them, they prevent you going further

to the front and trenches. — The papers say William was wounded at Verdun
by shell-fragments, is it true, I of course dont know. — Here I send you
a petition (through Paul) fr. Mme Speier, perhaps one can help her a little?

Paul begs you to remember General Novoss. — He longs for a place, hoped for

Tougaku's place, but that is to great a one for him, I think, but as ex

Garde cheval, Paul asks for him some place.
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You will be in despair when you see this big envelope, but its the report

of Ella's home for youncr volunteers and she asks whether you would allow

Alexei to be the protector. Therefore I send you the paper, only just to

look through it, let Mordvinov read it and tell you if he finds all correct

and then let me know, whether Baby may be named the protector and I shall

send a wire to Ella for Easter announcing yr. sanction. The paper kindly

return.

Aunt Olga was very sweet. Christo looks the same as ever, a big fat Boy.

Came over London, Paris, Switzerland, Berlin, Sassnitz. — Says untrue all

one said about Sophie, she kept herself very quietly and did not scream out

her feelings, never left the country. Tino's wound has never healed up and

every day the Drs. have to clean it and change the tube. A. Alix he found

as well as ever, Minny very busy with her hospitals at Harrogate. — They
were delighted with our Churches, showed them also the little one.

Glorious, warm sunshine, so we shall go for a drive. Dmitri comes to

tea. Sweetest Love, precious Darling, Goodbye and God bless and protect you.

Will you be going to Church twice daily ? Do you make yr. devotions, or

is it difficult at the Headquarters?
All my thoughts surround you in endless love, Treasure. Fondest kisses

fr. yr. ever deeply loving and devoted old

Sunny.

No. 242.

Tsarskoje Selo, April 4-th 191

6

My own Beloved,

I was so glad to get news of you through Dmitri, only we saw him
quite short; he came at 10 minutes past 5 & left at 10 m. to 8. Hartmann
is in town & he hopes he will allow him to remain on for the holidays. He
wont ask, but he will make him understand his wish. Sad, how he dislikes

going to the regiment & does not like the commander & the officers I think

neither — all his comrades were killed. He looks better than when you
left, & was in good humour. — We drove through Tiarlevo, the road already

perfect — very little snow in the woods & one feels spring in the air — but

there was rather a sharp wind. I fetched A. at her house, slipped on her

balkony & came down with a great bang. Jumped up at once, but am bruised

& achy — my hands were in my muff — too idiotic — & some wounding were
standing opposite & saw the sight. But my hat, a very big one, did not

move luckily — so absurd. — Mme Zizi sat with me for an hour. She
does not feel famous, such flow of blood to her head, wh. make the back
of her head ache, the whole left side of her face & arm, & she fears a stroke

like A. Eugenie — it does begin so. So one gives her strong purgatives

& she eats no meat — poor dear, it makes her so nervous & every worry
makes her feel worse. — A. read to us in the evening whilst we laid patiences.

D. said that the people on the railway said you would be coming for 3 days
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— if true it wld. be too beautiful for words. — I know Voyeikov told Ania

he could not understand why you wld. not do it.

Well, all lies in yr. hands & how you think right, & I will not meddle
in any way.

Its grey this morning, & only i of warmth — I shall remain at home
or lie on the balkony, don't want to be shaken about, as feel a bit achy

fr. my fall, (a bump besides on the knee, wh. is most uncomfortable when
I kneel) & the left arm feels heavy & uncomfy. —s I am glad I have not . . .

— there, I was disturbed, had to choose eggs & don't know what I wanted

to write. —
Old Kundiger's brother, Heinrich died. — We have Church at 2 &

61/2 as usual — the girls go before to the hospital. —
Will you make Alexei^v G. A. d. for Easter? — How is old Fredericks,

not too gaga? How I wish we had somebody in view for his place. —
Do get yr. a. d. c.'s to do duty with you, now they have nothing to

do, later it will be more difficult for the commanders of regiments to get

free. I hate your loneliness at the Headquarters & yr. dull people. —
I cannot say how intensely happy I was to receive yr. precious letter,

upon our return from Church. The sweet little blue flowers I put into my
gospel. I do s love to get little flowers f r. you, they are a token of such

sweet love. Not every husband wld. think of sending his old wife flowers. The
first blue ones this year. I hops you get good walks & that one wont bore

you too much this week. — Can imagine how lonely you feel with none of

your own near you — if ^. P. were near you I shld. feel quieter, as he

is a man you are so accustomed to, can bang when you want, understands

any joke — have lived so much together all these years — & your people

are really such bores. — Am s happy & awfully touched that you wear

my image, may it bring you blessings & helps & consolation & let you feel

my presence always quite close to you. — Ah, I too have such a deep great

love filling my heart for you & such a yearning to be together. Baby was

in my prayer-house with me, the girls in Church. Ania outside at the door.

Goodbye Lovebird, Sunshine — me is so sad & feel your absence intensely,

& hate your loneliness. God Almighty bless & protect you. Endless kisses.

Darling, fr. yr. very own old

Wify.

No. 243.
Tsarskoje Sclo, April 5-th 1916.

My own sweet Treasure,

To think of you sitting all alone over a small puzzle, — its quite itnot

necessary<.<. Ah my poor wee One, it shows your loneliness. I understand after

this heaps of work & reading you have to get through & people to see, — such

a harmless occupation is a rest.

We don't cither lay patiences now, «& to-day I began drawing on wooden
eggs, — with specks on. Cannot knit or hold my work comfortably because the
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left hand shakes & arm aches. Myself I smeared it for the night with white jodine

& then put a hot compress on & bandaged it beautifully & tidily with my right

hand, — I was quite proud of it.

All through the service I had to think of you, all the prayers & yr. favorite

lovely passion-week singing, — I cant understand your not being near me, — &
somehow I have the feeling that I carry you in my soul & bring you to God with

all my love. — How Christ must suffer now, seeing all that misery and blood-

shed around. He gave up His life for us, was tortured and calumniated, bore
all & shed His precious blood for the remittance of our sins. And how do we
all pay it Him back, how do we prove our love & gratitude ? The wickedness of

the world ever increases. During the evening Bible I thought so much of our
Friend, how the bookworms & pharisees persecute Christ, pretending to be such
perfections, (& how far they are from it now). Yes, indeed, a prophet is never
acknowledged in his own country. And how much we have to be grateful for,

how many prayers of His were heard. And where there is such a Servant

of Gods, — the evil crops up around Him to try & do harm & drag him away.
If they but knew the harm they do, — why He lives for His Sovereign & Russia &
bears all slanders for our sakes. How glad I am that we went all with Him to

Holy Communion the first week in lent. — You don't want a book so as to

follow the service in ? I can send you mine if you would care to have it, as I

use the one wh. belongs to the prayer-house now. — I have had the foot-stool

placed again next to my chair for Alexei to sit upon, — but on my right side

the corner is, oh, so empty

!

Our Friend writes so sadly, that as He was driven away fr. Petrograd there

will be many hungry ones there this Easter. He gives such a lot to the poor,

every penny he receives goes to them & it brings blessings too to those who
brought Him the money.

A grey morning & slightly snowing.
I send you a petition fr. the wife of a colonel Svetchin, who asks her son

to be placed as candidate for the pages corps. The boy's grandfather was pro-

moted to general after he had left the service as a reward; the father commands
the 6-th Finnish Rifle Regiment. Your chancelry answered her it eld. not be done,
so through Ania she sent this, as a last trial to see whether you wld. not allow
it. Her husband has the gold sword & Vladimir 3-rd class.

Am sorry to bother you with these petitions, but perhaps you could write

a word on them & send them to yr. chancelry. — The other is fr. a widow
asking for help.

Here Lovy, I send you 8 Eastercards for the Children, Olga & A.; perhaps
you would send them on Friday already.

I have sent still to Uralsky for eggs & shall make a small choice for you
to-morrow, as it will give more pleasure if you send the eggs, and they will

know they come fr. & were chosen by you.

For yr. precious letter my very tenderest kisses and thanks. Lovy mine,
you can go to another Confessor when are in another place & Father Alexan-
der wld. perfectly well understand it — if you do, wire it directly to me, &
I shall tell it the Priest at Confession & yr. scruples, & I feel convinced he will only
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rejoice with you, as he knows how much you need that strength & blessing now,
— & to go with Alexeiev & yr. people would be a special bk-ssing to them & yr.

work. If Shav(elsky) speaks about our Friend or the Metropolitan, be firm
& show that you appreciate them, & that when he hears stories against our

Friend, he is to stand up with energy against all & forbid their talks & they

dare not say he has anything to do with the Germans — & he is generous &
kind to all, as Christ was, no matter what religion, as a real Christian should

be. And once you find His prayers help one bear one trials, & we have

had enough examples — they dare not speak against him, you be firm &
stand up for our Friend.

Do go to Holy Communion, we shall feel quite together then. — Thank
God, things are going so well in the Caucasus.

What you tell about Misha is strange — I know Dmitri & he had some
conversation & correspondence & they probably settled this together. One
suffers in one's relations & their lack of feeling of duty — as poor Olga too.

Petia lunched with us & talked after & cried, poor Boy. He begs me to

tell you, that he goes to-morrow straight to Ai-Todor, as wld. be to painful at

Ramon.
Must end. Blessings & kisses without end. Tenderly do I beg yr. pardon

for word or deed, wh. may have displeased or caused you pain & believe it was

not done willingly. Ever Sweetheart, Treasure, yr. own old

Wify.

No. 244.
Tsarskoje Selo, April 6-th 19 16.

My own sweet Darling,

I send you a book and collection of eggs wh. I think would please the

children and Ania. — Several times I have reread your dear letter and kissed

it over and over again.

Yes, it must be a fine sight, the inundated country before you and the

immense river now. —
How splendid Trebizond has been taken by our splendid troops — I con-

gratulate you with all my loving heart. It makes me sad that all the luck is

down there — but the good will come here too in time. —
My arm is better, but aches still a bit — but its really nothing at all,

and nobody notices it. Kneeling on the bruise has made it every colour of

the rainbow.

Baby was awfully cheery and gay all day and till he went to bed —
in the night he woke up from pain in his left arm and from 2 on scarcely

got a moments sleep, the girls sat with him a good while. Its too despairing

for words and he is already worrying about Easter — standing with candles

to-morrow in Church, and holy Communion, poor little man. It seems he worked

with a dirk and must have done too much — he is so strong, that its difficult,

for him always to remember and think that he must not do strong movements.

But as the pain came with such force in the night and the arm wont bend,
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I think it will pass quicker — generally 3 nights pain, but perhaps God
will mercyfully make it pass quicker — its too hard about Baby Holy Com-
munion. I hope he will sleep now — she wires to Gregory. — I shall finish my
letter after luncheon, by then can say more about him. Perhaps one can bring

him Holy Communion upstairs.

Ania probably cant go before Saturday as B. came. ^. P. telegraphed to

her that they go to-morrow too; Rodionov is coming to town. — Grey morning.

—

The big ones are in the hospital and the little ones have gone to the big

Palace hosp: so as to have the afternoon free to sit with Baby and we can paint

up there our eggs.

Oh such thanks, Lovebird, for yr. sweet letter, tender words. Yes, indeed

I shall think of you quite espec ially during confession and Holy Com-
munion. Its more than sad we shall not be together this great moment but

.our souls mil be. Once more Darling, forgive me for everything, everything.
— Feel awfully sad and lowspirited to-day and cried like a Baby in Church.

Cannot bear when the sweet Child suffers and know what it costs you. But Mr.
Gillard said it came as sudden and terribly strong as on board — and
then it passes quicker. — He is sleeping. — We had a bit of the Metrop. choir

in Church (The Priest and A's doing, I did not want, as knew they wld. sing

differently, and so they did). But our boys are ill all the time — really they

might separate ours for Tsarskoje Selo fr. the others, when there are such

a lot of them. —
How nice going up the river must have been — always nice beeing on

the water — I hope Grabbe photographed. I have not been out these days, so

as to keep quieter on account of Church. —
Now my own beloved Treasure, Goodbye and God bless you, I kiss

without end — and shall feel you so, so near me. Oh how I love you, long

for you, beloved One. — Think of Coburg and all we went through these days.

Ever yr. very own old

Sunny.

No. 245.

Tsarskoje Selo, April 6-th 191

6

My own beloved One,

I begin my letter still to-night, after once more having reread your sweet

letter. The afternoon I spent in Baby's room painting, whilst Mr. G. read

to him or held Foen. He suffered almost the whole time, then would half

doze for a few minutes & then again strong pains. Eat ne.\t to nothing. Reading
is the best thing, as for a time it d,istracts the thoughts when the suffering

is less great. I hope he will have a pretty calm night. He confessed with

the two youngest & the priest will bring him Holy Communion like last

year. A. dined with us & remained till ten — she had been all day in town

& motored back. — Sat with Tiny after dinner, poor wee one. The swelling

is not much & less than in the night, so I hope it will soon pass. Seeing
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him suffer makes me utterly wretched. — Mr. G. is so gentle & kind with

him & knows e.vactly how to be with him. — We had confession at lo — sad

without my Angel & I miss you quite horribly — do wish you had gone to

Holy Communion & the priest agreed. — After, I read through the reports

& arranged some Easterpackets. There was a colossally thick fogg this

evening. —
Now its very late, so I better bid you goodnight. I know yr. prayers

will be with us & I carry you with me. God bless and protect you. I cover

you with tender, yearning kisses — in thought clasp you tenderly to my loving

old heart, stroke and caress you & whisper of deep love. —
April 7-th. Ever so many fond thanks, my own sweetest Darling,

for your beloved letter and telegram. Missed you awfully in Church this

morning. Service was lovely & such a blessing & I prayed & longed for

you quite unspeakably. The sun was shining splendidly & drove the fogg away.
— Then the priest brought Baby the Holy Communion. Thank God, he slept

much better, woke up only once, or twice for a short time. He would not

touch anything even no water before Communion, wh. he partake only to-

wards IlV2>

He is far brighter to-day — we took tea with him & are going to lunch

there too. I lay upstairs painting, whilst Mr. Gibbs read to him & then

came down to finish my letter & change. After lunch shall go for a short

drive as the air is so divine & go into Znamenia to place candles for you,

sweetheart, & our Sunbeam.
Fancy, Silaiev receiving the y>Erivantsi«! Yesterday I asked Vishinsky

& he said he did not know who his successor would be. — They had hoped for

a guard officer, as for one fr. there its difficult generally, as they either

side with the Russian or Georgians. But I am glad for Silaiev & as his health

is now better on the whole; at least if he can have the honour to command
for a time. — Precious One, more than ever shall I think of you tomorrow,

the 22nd anniversary of our engagement — dear me, how the time flies &
yet how vividly one remembers every detail. Unforgettable days & the love

you gave me then & ever since. Its sad not to spend that day together & feel

your warm kisses & live through all again. God bless my One & all Sc thank

you over & over again for yr. endless, tender love wh. is my life. —
Goodbye now Lovy, Huzy mine, the letter must go.

I cover you with kisses & remain yr. very, very own
Bridy.

All the children kiss you awfully tenderly.

No. 246.

Tsarskofe-Selo, April 8-th 191

6

Christ has risen!

My own sweet Nicky love,

On this our engagement day all my tendcrest thoughts arc with you,

filling my heart with boundless gratitude for the intense love & happiness you
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have given me ever since that memorable day, 22 years ago. May God help

me to repay you hundredfold for all your sweetness.

Yes, verily, I doubt there being such happy wives as I am — such love,

trust & devotion as you have shown me these long years with happiness & sorrow.

All the anguish, suffering & indecision have been well worth what I received

from you, my precious bridegroom & husband. Now-a-days one rarely sees

such marriages. Your wonderful patience & forgiveness are untold — I can
only ask God Almighty on my knees to bless & repay you for everything —
He alone can. Thank you, Sweetheart & feel my longing to be held in your
arms tightly clasped & to relive our beautiful bridal days, wh. daily brought
new tokens of love & sweetness. That dear brooch will be worn to-day. I feel

still your grey suite, the smell of it by the window in the Coburg Schloss.

How vivid I remember everthing; those sweet kisses wh. I had dreamed of &
yearned after so many years & wh. I thought, I should never get. You see,

as even then, faith & religion play such a strong part in my life. I cannot take

this simply — & when make up for sure mind, then its already for always —
the same in my love & affections. A far too big heart wh. eats me up. And
the love for Christ too — & it has always been so closely linked with our lives

these 22 years. First the question of taking the orthodox faith & then our two
Friends sent to us by God. Last night gospels made one think so vividly of

Gregory & His persecution for Christ & our sakes — everything had a double
meaning & I was so sad not to have you standing by me.

Last year I was in the afternoon near Ania's bed in her house (our

Friend too), listening to the 12 Gospels — a part of them.

To-day at 2 the carrying out of the winding-sheet & at 6 the burial.

Loman begged upstairs instead of the night, as then none of the soldiers can go.

And you alone at the Headquarters — ah Sweet One, I cry over yr. soli-

tude!

Baby slept well, woke up only 3 times &, I, will be up to-day, as he
badly wishes to come to the morning - mass but without you I cannot imagine
that great and holy feast. Think its Wify kissing you 3 times in Church, I shall

feel yr. kisses too & blessings. —
I send you the petition of one of Aunt Olga's wounded men. He is a

Jew, has lived since 10 years in America. He was wounded & lost his left

arm on the Carpathians. The wound had healed well, but he suffers fearfully

morally as in August he must leave, & looses the right of living in either of

the capitals or other big towns. He is living in town only on the strength of

a special permit, wh. a previous minister of the Interior gave him for one
year. And he could find work in a big town. His English is wonderfully good,
I read a letter of his to little Vera's English governess & Aunt Olga says he
is a man with good education, so to speak. 10 years ago he left for the United
States to find the opportunity to become a useful member of human society

to the fullest e.xtent of his capabilities, as here it is difficult for a Jew who
is always hampered by legislative restrictions. Tho' in America, he never forgot
Russia & suffered much from homesickness & the moment war broke out he
flew here to enlist as soldier to defend his country. Now that he lost his arm
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serving in our army, got the St. George's medal, he longs to remain here &
have the right to live wherever he pleases in Russia, a right the Jews don't

possess. As soon as discharged fr. the army, as a cripple, he finds things have

remained the same as before, & his headlong rush home to fight, & loss of his

arm has brought him no gain. One sees the bitterness, & I fully grasp it —
surely such a man ought to be treated the same as any other soldier who
received such a wound. He was not obliged to fly over here at once. Tho'

he is a Jew, one would like him to be justly treated & not different to the

others with similar losses of a limb. With his knowledge of English & learning

he could easier gain his bread in a big town of course; & one ought not to let

him become more bitter & feel the cruelty of his old country. To me it seems

one ought always to choose between the good & bad jews & not be equally

hard upon all — its so cruel to my mind. The bad ones can be severely

punished. — Can you tell me what decision you write on the petition; as Aunt

Olga wanted to know. —

4 big eggs are for:

I. Father Shavelsky, 2. General Ivanov, 3. General Alexeiev, 4. Admiral

Nilov (Fredericks already has one).

12 small eggs:

I. Voyeikov, 2. Grabbe, 3. Dolgorukov, 4. D. Sheremetiev, 5. Silaiev,

6. Mordvinov, 7. Kira, 8. Feodorov, 9. Zamoi, 10. Pustov., as he works with you

always.

Our Friend wired to me y>Christ has risen, is a holiday and a day of joy,

in trials joy is brighter, I am convinced the church is invincible and we, its

children, are joyous with the resurrection of Christ. «

My head goes round, & during my writing one interrupts me «S: I have

to choose eggs & write cards, so as to send off most things to-day — aftef

all lots have to get things — & now must get up for luncheon at 12»/», &
after that shall finish my letter. — I send you my little Eastergifts — the

bookmarker for the novels you read. — We lunched near Baby's bed in the

big room, he feels rather giddy fr. his medicines — but will get up later. —
The Image 1 thought you would perhaps all kiss in Church & then it will be

a double remembrance. The egg is hand-made, can hang with yr. war Images

in Church if you don't know where to put it. Its grey & now raining. — Your

sweet blue flowers are too nice, thanks awfully for them, the Children &
I love them & I gave some bunches to the ladies, who were quite delighted. —
Baby fears he cant go to-morrow night & that worries him.

1000 thanks, Lovebird, for yr. sweet letter — I shall at once let Aunt

Olga know about the Jew. Sturmer comes to me this evening. —
Yes, me loves 00, my little Boy Blue & already 31 years & belong to

you 22. —
Now I must end.

3 Easter-kisses, blessings without end, my own lonely .Angel, whom I love

so endlessly — oh, your sad Easternight — shall miss you more than words. —
Ever yr. very own old Wify.
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I send you, a »Sketch« of Baby for you to keep at the Headquarters — later

can have it a avcc bit arranged — & I send you Stredlov's photos he made, lovy.

I shall tell Ella you find the work very well done, only please, wire to me
at once, may Baby be Protector, then shall telegraph it to her to-morrow,
or will you, — please. —

Must be off. These flowers bring all my love. —

No. 247.

Christ has Risen I

Sweetest Darling,

Tsarskoje-Selo, April 9-th 19 16

Three very tender Easter-kisses & blessings. I do so wonder how you
will spend these feast-days — all alone amongst heaps of people. All my
thoughts incessantly surround you, & I do wish we were together to meet this

great holiday, but the joy of your precious letters must be my consolation.

I send you a matchbox fr. Mme. Khitrovo. The big &gg is from the

Stroganov school — they sent me an ideal one too — perhaps Fredericks might

wire Globa thanks from us both. The picture Ella ordered a little painter to

do for you & she hopes you will have it always with you when you travel. —
The verses on the card I send you are written again by Mme Gordeieva.

My brain goes spinning round fr. all there has been to do again — sorting

out things, the services, tho' I sat or knelt were also very tiring, tho' lovely —
& I have a slight cold. —

The sun peeps in and out to-day — I want it to remain out & let Baby
get some air. I fear this night will be too tiring for him & yet he longs to

go. —
Rodionov came for four days & leaves to-morrow — so we asked him

today to tea. ^. P. lets them all off for a few days now.

Tchistiakov sent a postcard fr. where they live — & his staff, in a lovely

property wh. originally belonged to K^oubUtzky's wife's family; now very rich

people have it. Big lake, terraces & steps down to it. — Now they have put

my little Church on the terrace & there they took holy Communion on Thurs-

day wliilst aeroplanes were flying over their heads & our artillery & the Crew's

machine-guns were firing at them, but the shells burst far away. Every day

they fly & they threw bombs onto the town, not far from the bridge. During

service masses of storkes promenade about close by & marry before all eyes —
the priest forbids the sailors looking about during service (wh. is most tempting

there), so they tease him, that he at least looks through a chink of the little

Church. —
They say its so warm & N. P. says you wld. enjoy ideal walks in the

woods & along the roads & rowing on the lake. They heard & my lancers

too that you are going to inspect the guard now. — Does Silaiev's nomina-

tion come out to-morrow? —
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Babykins is going out & then intends colouring eggs, is very cheery —
hope, the little sketch will have pleased you.

For the 6th I intend another picture being made, & you must choose fr.

the photos more or less wh. pose pleased you best — tell me the No. only. Of
course one mu5t never do completely en face, as no face is completely regular
& one eye is bigger than the other. —

Ania goes to holy Communion this morning. Sturmer in town too. —
I must end now as shall be having to get up for Church — I shall go

half an hour later, as service is very long to-day. — E.xcuse dull letter, but

am crctinised.

I bless & kiss you without end, my own sweet Sunshine, my Joy & Life,

dearest of husbands. —
Ever yr. very own old

Wify.

Gcneral-M. Fok who died from wounds, was he not the hero at Port-

Arthur on the railway engine ?

When was he wounded ?

The relief & joy was great yesterday, when I read that our dear troops

had arrived safely at Marseilles & just for Easter.

God bless them & may they do great deeds & have immense success on
French soil. —

Do wire to our Friend for Easter, Novy, Pokrovskoye, the government of
Tobolsk. looo tender, touched thanks for yr. awfully sweet words on the card
— I shall wear it in my dress against my heart in Church to-night to feel your
love, blessing & kisses with me. —

No. 248.

Tsarskoje-Selo, April lo-th 191

6

Christ has risen!

My own sweet One,

A blessed Easter to you, peace in heart & soul — strength for all your

work & success & rich blessings.

I kissed your photo three times last night & this morning — the big Image,
on wh. you are three times. — Your card lay on my breast during the whole

service — cannot tell you how unutterably sad I felt the whole night, such

pain in the heart & with difficulty kept back my tears — your loneliness is too

hard — God bless & richly recompense you for all your sacrifices.

Just got yr. beloved letter & dear flowers. — Fancy that sinner Rostcha-

kovsky having turned up — yes, I also found him calmer & much older —
his wife is an angel of goodness & patience, A. Olga says — as his character

is trying. —
You sweet ramoli, you forgot what I wrote out to you on an extra paper,

that Ella asks whether Baby can take over the protectorship of that school

of little hero boys of the war. —
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How did you like the picture of Alexei, the sketch of Stredlov? How nicft

that you 4 carried the winding-sheet. —
Oh Pussy, M. B. is sure to come to-morrow! —
The 5 Children walked round last night & I sat on the top of the stairs

(in a chair, not on the Churchsteps) — a lovely sight, only I dont like fire-

works & crackers whilst the Priest is singing & saying prayers before the entry.

Baby had lovely pink cheeks as he had slept before. He went home after

the Easter service & broke fast with Derevenko & Nag. — we did with Ania after

mass, ID m. to 2. — One had to wake him at 10V2 he was sleeping so fast

this morning. The Easter congratulations was fr. 11— 12.

Now Maria & Anastasia go to their hospital, & than I go with the 4 girls

to our hospital — Olga is the whole time grumpy, sleepy, angry to put on a

tidy dress & not nurses for the hospital & to go there officially — she makes
everything more difficult by her humour. Tatiana helped me with the eggs

& yr. men — so urmatural all without you. — Can you kindly give over the

eggs I sent you.

Ania wore yr. &^^ & was enchanted with it & yr. card. — Must end.

Goodbye & God bless you. 1000 tender kisses fr. yr. very tired old

Wify.

No. 249.

Tsarskoje Selo, April 1 1 -th 1 9 1

6

My very Own,

Sweetheart mine, I wonder whether it is true that you are arriving on

Wednesday at 3 ? Voyeikov's officer Rostovtzev told it privately to Nini that

her husband is returning then. Nini told me the guard had been warned you
were going to inspect them one of these days, so Sophie F.'s boy was recalled

to the regiment yesterday evening. These are all the y>rumors<.<. wh. buzz around,

but fr. the chief person, you Lovebird, I know yet nothing, so wait quite

patiently & send this letter. —
Three days I am fighting with a cold — beastly nuisance, as it may make

my face ache again.

Again grey weather, the second day already. Am tired & head rather

aches, so have not gone to Church — this afternoon at 2 Easter kissing in the

big palace, over 500 people & then below in the hospital. — It went off alright

in our hospital yesterday, we remained there an hour.

To-morrow I must go to the red cross & Matthew Hospital. — So tiring when
not well & carmot keep the heart up with medicines.

Sweet Angel, fancy what joy if you really do come now, the best treat

of all my heart, my Sunshine, my radiant Love!

Easternight Baby kissed all the clergy in Church — & will his loi officers

(I hope) to-day. — I am dreading saying goodmorning & congratulating the
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men to-day. Probably in a smaller hall, as I said. — The blue flowers look

charming in a big flat bowl. — You remember the primroses we picked these

days at Rosenau ? Oh, yes I remember U. Alfred dropping granny's stick &
being rather »tired«. —

I live in the past & the poetry of it all — & long for the hero of those

days to return, to clasp him tightly to my bosom & cover him with kisses.

Olga Evgenjevna wrote & begged me to give you over her best Easter-wishes.
— Thats good you get your rows on the river, good exercise at least. — Georgi
met Easter with my lancers — such a nice idea! Taube & Shesterikov said, that

your i-st rifles were full of hopes that you would see them on their feast day.
Everybody wants to see my Treasure, & I understand them & share that wish.

— Morning & evening & when I rest in the afternoon I kiss the words on yr.

Easter-card — your hand lay on it & you wrote all those dear words to your
little woman & they must warm me up. Cant' bear your being alone, such

pain. —
There is that lovely little French song I have, wh. Emma F. gave me.

»Partir, c'est mourir un peu, c'est mourir tout ce qu'on aime« etc. — so

true — one feels an inner death when bidding goodbye I —
Baby slept splendidly again — woke only at 9 & continued till 10. —

He has grown paler fr. the pain & no sun, feels very sad without you I —
Now sweetest of Husbands, my very own Treasure, Lovebird mine — my

bridegroom that was — goodbye & God bless you. Ever yr. very own wife

Alix.

1000 burning kisses. —
Yr. card & telegram rejoiced her heart colossally & she loves the egg —

I enclose her thanks. —
Endless thanks for yr. sweet letter & heavenly news that you are really

coming, oh what bliss indeed, joy untold. — Excuse vile writing, I am eating,

they are making an unearthly row & teazing the wolf atrociously. —
Fancy our beloved Standart's being there. Yes, for the soldiers the mono-

gram eggs are best — tho' they love the flowers too. — Hope you can without

hurrying see the guard in different places, more interesting & less stiff.

Goodbye my Manny — my Angel love, I kiss you without end, every

tenderly beloved sweet place & the beautiful big eyes — write it I may, you
cant stop me. —

No. 250.

Tsarskoje Sclo, .\pril 24-th 191

6

My very own Beloved,

Sweetheart, I cannot tell you what your dear presence has been to me,
the light & calm you brought to my heart, as without you everything is harder

to bear & I miss you always beyond words. Your tender caresses & kisses

are such balm & such a treat — I always yearn for them — we women long
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for tenderness (tho' I do not ask for it nor show it often) — but now that

we are so often separated I cannot help showing it. I live afterwards upon

the sweet remembrances. — God grant we shall soon be together again —
you tell it privately to Voyeikov.

Please, see the guard before as they are so impatient to present themselves

— & then to go together to the south would be splendid.

Now you will get a certain sort of rest, as these days here are really a

torment to you — people fr. morn, to night with you, fidgeting & bothering.

I am so glad our Friend came to bless you before leaving. I think He will

return home as soon as A. has left. — What weather I my Love, my Own,
my Soul, my Life, my One & all — fare well. I hold you tightly clasped

to my heart & cover you with kisses. God bless & keep you & guard you fr.

all harm.
Ever yr. very own

Wify.

No. 251.

Tsarskoje Selo, April 25-th 191

6

My own Boy Blue,

How do you like that, my sweet One ? Yes, I love the book & shall

bring it with me & read the tender passages when sad & heartsick. — I do

miss you so, so much, Lovy mine — yr. lonely journey is yet worse. — Marve-

lous weather again they are putting up the marguin outside — it will be

darker in the rooms, but the sun spoils the furniture. —
We went all over Baby's train, you had seen it already & there is a little

commemorative plate on the wall. Schmidt was there & persisted in speaking

French, Trepov too — we had to wait till 3 as the train had been sent to the

Alexander station to wait. Very clean — a sweet little Church with bells too

— 299 wounded soldiers & 6 officers — I gave medals to the worst. — Then
I lay on the balkony till 6. — A. came for an hour — her humour is rather

aggressive, aggravated to see me little these days, that has much to do, people

to see, that did not scarcely see you; so that in some respects it will be a

relief when she goes. —
We dined out & then I motored with the Children to Pavlovsk — heard

the first nightingale.

She came back from town in the evening. — I am writing with another

pen, as am in my mauveroom. Was ever so happy to get yr. dear wire fr.

Smolensk. — Our Friend told Ania about one having shut up Sukhomllnov
that y>it is a bit not well«. — Such marvelous weather, our wounded all lay

& sat out on the balkony & in the garden, even the worst, the sun being the

best cure, & then morally it does them good. — Sweety, you won't forget to

speak to Voyeikov about Bressler (Ania gave you her private letter fr. him
about his brother). —
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We are going to the hospital of the Alex, community station in the barracks

of the convoy & I shall give medals to the worst. Visiting hospitals in the

heat is somewhat fatiguing & the heart beats hard. —
Must end, my Sunshine, my joy. — We all kiss & bless you. I cover

you with kisses & miss you horriblly, my Angel — you did take the fortress,

you sweet Boy Blue & she was like yr. very own
Wify.

No. 252.

Tsarskoje Selo, April 26 th 19 f 6

My very Own,

Another splendid day, such a blessing; but the night was cooler & there is

a breeze this morning. —
We had N. P. & iV. ^. to dinner & sat out on the balkony till 10V2 —

at 1 1 they left to catch their train at the Alexander station. Missed you so

much, reminded one of the bygone. — In conversation N. P. told me of an
idea one had proposed (probably banker, but to my mind excellent) — that

one should a little later on make a loan in the country for a milliard to

build railways of wh. we are in sore need. It would be covered almost at once,

as the bankers & merchants, who are colossaly rich now, would give big sums —
as they understand the gain.

Then by this one would find work for our reserves when they return fr.

the war, so as not to let them at once return to their villages, where discontent

would soon begin — & all must try to avoid histories & disturbances by
thinking out means of occupying them beforehand & for money they will be

glad to work. The prisoners can begin all. — And thus one can find heaps

of places for wounded officers along the line, at the stations etc. Don't you

agree with the idea — you & I once had it, do you remember ?

May I speak of it to Sturmer when next I see him, so as to work out

a plan how it might be done & he can speak to Bark about it ? — We had
an operation — appendicitis to-day. — This afternoon I shall remain, on the

balcony, as my heart is tired. — As you finished the Rosary, I send you the

continuation, you will find the same people again in this book. — When
do you go to the guard ? Have you thought about our journey ?

Is it not beastly the Breslau shot at Eupatoria — our wounded must have

got a good fright. — Sweetheart, I must end now. I miss you more than words
can say & yearn for your kisses. God bless you.

Ever yr. very q^

N00. 253.

Tsarskoje Sclo, April 27 th 1916
My own beloved Sweetheart,

My heart leaped with joy when Tudels gave me your precious letter

upon my return from the hospital.



The air was terribly heavy, my heart ached & made me cough so, &
left arm ached; felt the thunderstrom wh., thank God, came, and passed

by, heard it twice in the distance & it poured, all has become much greener.

It will lay the dust for A's journey & all our wounded, — when the train leaves

is still not yet settled, they change every minute on account of the movement
of the other trains — probably at 7. —

Great excitement in the hospital & Ania full of fidgets. —
Placed my candle for you at Znamenia.

Petrovsky came to the hospital to say goodbye. —
Yesterday Tolia B. came & did not know what to do, whether he would

find yout at Moghilev or not.

So glad, you can row again on the river — that one arranges a tent in

the garden. — When do you go to the guard? Heart & soul long for you. —
You cannot imagine how wildly my face ached again yesterday, whole

afternoon & evening ever, — since the motor drives it has been preparing. To-
day its better. —

Goodbye, Sweetheart, I bless you & cover you with passionate kisses,

what joy to meet soon, I hope I
—

Blessings & thousands of kisses, Huzy mine.

Ever yr. very, very

Own.

No. 254.

Tsarskoje Selo, April 28-th 1916
My own precious Darling,

There we are into winter again — everything white and snowing hard,
I am so sorry for trees and bushes, wh. after yesterday's rain had become so

green. — It will be less tiring for going to town, that is true. I take the four
girls with me to see the English hospital in Ella's house — in the evening their

unit leaves for the guard. — Then we take tea at Anitchkov. I cant take Baby
as his left leg is bent all these days and one must carry him — he has no
pain at all and its getting better and he is careful on account of the journey. —

I wonder, why you have not left yet for seeing the guard, they are all so
impatient — and now the weather has suddenly changed. —

I send you the report about the little Dr. Matushkin of my 21 Siberian
regiment — last winter he was in our hospital. Carmot he present the papers
again to the 5/. George Cross, as it seems to me most unjust he did not get
the cross — tho* he is a doctor, he did the work of an officer. —

Well, that was a trial for Ania yesterday — never could one settle

when my sanitary train wld. get to Tsarskoje Selo from town to pick her up
— after endless changes, we at last took her off there after 6 and went all over
the trairr, found lots of our and big palace hosp. officers, and from town,
Gebel's son too — and soldiers —• 5 of Ania's poor wretches too and 5 sis-

ters going to Livadia to rest, and some wives accompanying their husbands. —
Viltchkovsky went too so as to look at all the sanatoriums of the Crimea
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belonging to our Tsarskoje Selo station and Diivan went. Ania had a whole

court to accompany her, Zliuk, Feodor S'.epanovitch, Korenev, Loman takes

the train. She is placed in his charming compartiment with her maid in the

sisters waggon — her wounded are right at the other end. At 7V2 at last they

left (she was utterly wretched) — and when going to bed I got a letter from

her fr. town, saving that they would stick there till 10V2 — God knows when

they will reach Eupatoria. She sends you many loving kisses, but had no

time to write these last days of fidgeting.

No, what a snow. — I did not sleep well, something went wrong with

my minister of the interior. —
We spent our evening working, and Olga and I read aloud change about

an English story we had begun long ago and forgotten all about it.

What do you say to Nikolasha having presided the opening committee

> the question of Zemstvos in Trans-Caucasia?«.

I see by the papers that Grevenitz has died — what will become of Dolly,

I wonder. —
Just got your beloved letter, my Treasure, and I thank you for it witj^

all my heart. Yes, Lovy certainly we shall take the marcheroute reaching

Moghilev at 2, otherwise we should have no quiet time before Church. What
joy to meet in a week!

That is good Feodorov watches your pulses, as all hearts are not equally

strong and too much rowing against the current may harm them — they need

gentle training.— You say, Motherdear probably leaves Saturday — here nothing

is known, so for safety sake Ressin sends the soldiers and cossacks off to-day

— Zina neither knows and all are in trances, as its difficult to arrange quickly,

especially now. —
Ah my Boy Blue, me's coming soon to gather him to my breast and to

cover his sweet face, eyes and lips with tender kisses!!! —
Oh. those 2 poor dogs! Do you remember Iman and Shilka at Peterhof,

when we saved them ?

Its after 12 and still snowing and blowing, the sun tries to break through,

but has not yet succeeded. —
How is it you dont go to see the guards yet? Will one arrange to stop

at Vinnitsa on the way south, so as that I can see my store there ?

If I know the date beforehand, I can let Apraxin and Mekk know to

be there then. — If you have any rough plan, let me know please, as we

must calculate for our linen and clothes; and then can we go to Eupatoria by

train, not all the waggons fr. Simferopol, one wld. be less tiring and we could

lunch in the train, see the Sanatorium and Ania.

Have you thought about giving the order that the Vladimir Virgin fr. the

Uspcnsky Cathedral should be brought to the Headquarters? Now I must get

up and dress. — Goodbye and God bless you Sweetheart, little wify misses

you terribly. I cover you with burning kisses and rest yr. head upon my
breast.

Ever yr. very own old

Sunny.
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No. 255.

Tsarskoje Seto, April 29-th 191

My own Boy Bluel

Warmest thanks my treasure for yr. dear letter just received & for poor

little Olga's. I fully understand & deeply feel for her — but had to put all

before her, for your sake. Of course one can only long for her happiness at

last — but will she gain it thus.

May 1 ask our Friend, of my accord, whether he would think it better for

all reasons it should be now or after the war ? I shall see him to bid goodbye
a second in Ania's house, as he wants to bless me before the journey; & then

you can answer her. 1 saw Xenia at tea yesterday, — she also leaves south on

Saturday & wont probably see me before the talk. Volodia Volkonsky told

her now & to Petla he said better after the war — he is such a man, tries

to please all parties, the same as he does in the corridors of the Tauride.

Been snowing hard all morning & very damp indeed, the wounded & my cheek

feel it. I went to our hospital this morning, now must receive. Then shall go
to Ania's hospital & then reports — always busy. Baby's arm is also swollen

(does not hurt) fr. the damp & the leg is not yet quite right. Pitty about the

guards, but you have your reasons no doubt. — Excuse short letter but must

receive. —
Precious Boy Blue, me loves 00, oh, so much & so endlessly. — God bless &

protect you. I cover you with very, very tenderest kisses.

Ever yr. very q^
Motherdear looks well, but thin & longs to get off, as perpetual receptions

tire & bother her. She leaves on Sunday — so we all now disperse. —

No. 256.

Tsarskoje Selo, April 30-th 191

6

My own precious One,

Very tenderest thanks for dear letter & the progr. of our journey, it seems

quite good, shall I only have tinve to see any hospitals & store at Odessa ?

What a nice journey together — hang Becker for wishing to accompany me
then. You better find out whether that rotten Plen has nothing to do with

Boris' behaviour — do get that man away. —
To-day at last finer, warmer, the sun peeps in & out. — Baby looks thin

& pale, left arm also wont bend well, but no pains & as soon as its warmer,

its sure to pass. — Sat in the hospital, worked & continued teaching my little

Crimean English & Taube talked like a waterfall. —
Christo comes to tea & Tatiana's Children, as I have not seen them since

last summer.
The children are eating & talking bosh & laughing. —
Went all over Ania's hospital from top to cellar, kitchen & stables.

In the evening we work & read. — Nikolai has asked to see me — alone.

— Cant imagine why, so shall see him to-morrow & Sturmer too.
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We go to the big palace — (so dull). Sweetest Treasure, beloved

Darling, I do so long for you & your tender caresses. —
Awfully busy, tho' heart tired — strange enough, don't miss her a bit,

can't understand how that is. — Pss. Odoevsky comes to me now & two

wounded officers who return to the front. What real news from the front ?

Goodbye my Treasure — sorry dull letter. —
Metropolitan was very nice yesterday, shall tell you our conversation, nothing

particular. —
Fondest kisses, Huzy mine.

Ever yr. very, very own old woman
Alix.

No. 257.

Tsarskoje Selo, May i-st 191

6

My beloved precious One,

From all my loving heart do I send you these lines again. Yesterday,

no, to-day a week that you left us — it seems ever so much longer & I am
counting the days when we shall meet — 4 have remained.

I again did not sleep famously & my left >1« nerve of the face

began aching, an awful nuisance — now its better. — Were in church yesterday

evening, its so empty without you, but I feel our prayers are together & all

our thoughts.

Fresh, windy, sun & rain change about — for Baby sunny weather is so

essential, he is quite pale again — you both need the sunny south. —
Excuse my bothering you with petitions, but our Friend sent them me. —
Ania arrived last night at her destination. —
I have nothing interesting to tell you, perhaps after Nikolai M. has been

— he asked to see me alone, cannot simply imagine why. — Then I have

Yoantchik & Pufintin with the plans for the Church.

The last days there is always so much to do & see to & finish off before

leaving.

»Do you love his mouth, his eyes, his hair«. Yes, my little Boy Blue, I

do, & I long to press my kisses tenderly & passionately upon them. — Sweet

Boy Blue, with that deep true love! —
Tenderest thanks Sweetheart, for yr. precious letter. What a nuisance you

have so much to do, my Treasure, & I too am disappointed for you, the guard-

& ^. P. who were longing for you to come.

Snow, rain, hail & sunshine, strong wind, nuisance & my face aches. —
Find it a shame about Souchoml. as if he wld. dream of running away. —
Thanks for sweet forgetmenot. —

Well I had Nikolai for an hour — very interesting about the letters he

wrote you etc. & he wants me to talk all over with you. I am very tired

after it, but he meant & spoke well (tho* I don't like him). Now I must send ^

this. Its snowing hard & we are going to Maria & Anastasia's hospital.

340



Goodbye, Sweetheart, Boy Blue — ah, could I but help you more & be

an adviser & of real, real use to you.

I bless & kiss you without end, my one & all.

Ever yr. very own old Wifv

No. 258.
Tsarskoje Selo, May 2-nd 19 16

My own beloved Treasure,

Grey and windy, despairing weather as my cheek continues aching — the

left one now, and I slept badly notwithstanding a compress & it is a little

swollen. In my sisters kerchief it hides it. —
Last evening we were for two hours in our hospital to cheer them up, as

our departure grieves them. —
Well, Sturmer found the idea about the loan for railways ingenious &

just the right moment, as all grumble now about the railways & will sooner

give money. He will send me Bark at 5. — Then I spoke of Sukhomlinov —
he said Frederiks got a letter (like mine probably) fr. the wife, but he said

it did not concern him to speak to you of it & gave it to Sturmer, who showed

it to the Minister of Justice. The latter wrote a whole answer why it had

to be, & Sturmer thought of bringing it to you now but I said you wld. have

no time to receive him these days & he will ask for an audience after yr. return,

he has never been at the Headquarters. He did not wish to grieve you about

Sukhomlinov as he knows you liked him. So I asked him to speak again to

Khvostov whether one could not keep Sukhomlinov in another place at least,

not there & Khvostov comes to me at 41/2. Look at me with all the ministers

suddenly. —
Sturmer has nothing in particular — only if you receive Rodzianko (one

sees he goes to you) do tell him you wish insist the Duma to finish her work
in a month & that its the place for him & all the rest to be in the country

& see to their fields. — He does not approve of the question of Zemstvo for

the Caucasus as is sure they will always tight — the different nationalities —
I thougt you did not agree, but according to yr. answering telegram to Nlkolasha,

you wish them luck. — Paul took tea with us yesterday, — is waiting for

news, so I said you have sent for Bezobrazov to talk over things concerning

the guard. — Ania writes she lies on the beach in the sun, that its like a

dream, like paradise, people bathing all round. Am going to our hospital —
hang the cheek I —

1000 thanks lovely card, sweet words — so you too have cold weather,

disappointing. 1 am bringing Vladimir Nik. till the 7-th (except Mr. Gillard of

course) — for safety sake as we travel for 27 hours its safer, tho' his right

arm is again alright, the left leg also much better. — Fondest blessings &
warmest, tenderest kisses. Lovebird.

Ever yr. very ^^
Soon, soon together.
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No. 259.

In the train, May 17-th 191

6

My own Beloved,

In a few hours we shall part — our lovely journey together at an end I

Oh, I hate saying goodbye to you my both treasures, sunshine & sunbeam &
feel already a heavy, sore heart. But its a comfort to know that you are

together & so you will feel less lonely & Baby will bring life into yr. so

dull life. —
The lovely south did him good — you get him to play in the sand

without making too strong movements.
Wonder, when we shall meet again ?

Sweetest One, it has been a dream these lo days & so cosy being next

lo each other — & such sweet remembrances of all your love & tender caresses

wh. shall sorely miss at Tsarskoje. — Our hospital will be my consolation; if

only the weather is nice. —
Goodbye, my Angel, my own Sweetest of sweets, little Boy Blue with

his great big heart.

God bless & protect you & Babykins — kiss him very tenderly & think

of me when you say prayers together.

I hold you tightly & yearningly in my arms & cover you with kisses.

Ever yr. very, very own little

Sunny.
A kiss.

No. 260.

In the train, May 18-th 191

6

My very own Sweetheart,

All my heart's thoughts are with you my both treasures; miss you sorely

— had my lonely luncheon wh. was very quiet & sad without Sunbeam's lively

prattle. — Its nice the book, is it not? I am glad you know so many of them
now, they do one really good, so healthy, simple & warm up the lonely heart.

— When I got up yr. dear telegram was brought me. It was horrid saying

goodbyell — Spent the whole afternoon & evening till loVi with Ella, who then

went to try & get some sleep till Moscou — 2. 15. — I took tea with all, so as to

be able to speak with her people. At Kursk I received the handsome new
governor. —

I have finished my third piece of embroidery since this 2 weeks' journey

& feel quite proud. — The 2 youngest & Olga are grumbling over the weather,

only 4" & they said one saw one's breath out of doors, — so they play balL

to get warm or play on the piano — Tatiana sows quietly. But the sun shines

at least brightly. —
Yesterday, whilst still warm Sc Tudels was arranging my compartment, we

sat in the saloon — the girls sprawling on the floor with the sun shining full

upon them so as to get brown. From whom have thry got th.xt cr.i/e ? Now
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you like the heat, but not when you were their age; & I run away fr. the

sun — tho' the air in the south did me good I think, as there was always

a breeze. —
Our last stoppage now & Valuiev has come — the platform close & the

exact hight for all to look in, so I quickly had to draw the curtain.

I am not yet dressed & quite in bed till 2, so as to thoroughly rest. —
Babykins I am sure keeps you all gay & now 2 sweet campbeds stand cosily

together. —
I shall give this to the Feldjager who goes on to town, then it will

reach the other in good time. — I slept well, thank God & got throught this

journey much better than I ever expected. —
To-morrow Tatiana & I have our regimental feasts. — Lovy, tell Sturmer

to come now, speak about the railway loan; & let him know to bring

Sukhomlinov's journal <?fe letters to his wife, wh. are compromising, better you
should see for yourself & judge rightly & not only go by their words — they

can have read in another sense than you will. — Then, remember please,

both the Metropolitans with Volzhin, upon yr. return here. Tatiana's birth-

day May 29, Anast. June 5, Marie 14-th — now Heart of my heart, my
Own, my Sunshine sweet, whose caresses I yearn for — Goodbye & God bless

& keep you. 1000 of endless, tender kisses.

Ever yr. very, very

Own.
The 4 girls kiss you very much. —

No. 261.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 19-th 19 16

My own Beloved

Ever such tender thanks for yr. dear sweet words on the card. Bless

you, my Treasure. I miss you 2 quite awfully, therefore am glad to be in our

hospital instead of at home. Well, yesterday Vespers in the hospital itself

1/2 an hour, & then sat & talked with all. Spent the evening quietly working.

This morning 9V2 to the hospital Church & then to our wounded. Korangozov
turned up, Anushevitch, Yedigarov — last moment, so have invited him to dinner —
leaves to-morrow & came only so as to see us, such a dear — we were all

shy & silent, meeting after i 5 months, — here it will be better. — After luncheon

went to Deum 8c cup of chocolate to my lancers' hospital. All the ladies

were there, Baranov, Trubnikov & one or 2 old ones, but not one active one,

all are in the regiment. Then to Lianosov hospital to see Silaiev; have told

him by your order to go to Sebastopol for a cure at the Rom. Institute, 2—

3

weeks; he wanted to return to the regiment, wh. I told him, was absolute folly —
so by r. order he will go in a few days. Its quite essential I find. —
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1° of frost in the night — sunny & cold — small oakleaves, lilacs not

thinking of coming out. Must quickly send this off, else the man wont catch

the train.

Blessings & tenderest kisses, sweet Angel, fr. yr. very own little

Wify.

Tenderly I clasp you to my breast with endless love. —

No. 262.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 20 19 16

My own Beloved,

Ever such tender thanks for yr. dear card I received upon my return from

the hospital. I do wish it wld. get really warm at the Headquarters — to-day

its better.

I have a long report with Rostovtzev & then Shvedov, so fear I shall

again not have time to go out. I placed a candle for you my Sweetheart

at Znamenia, Yedlgarov was very dear, kept him for 2 hours & he told us

a lot of interesting things. Dear me, how difficult & hard it is for them in

that terrible heat, & the wretched horses suffer awfully & never any rest.

We bid him goodbye this morning at the hospital, Raftopolo & Shah
Bagov also were there; — I photographed them all. — I send you 3 photos.

I took in April when you were here. Its so nice being with them all & I

feel the loneliness less than here in my rooms. —
Botkin was an hour with me & has still not yet finished all about Livadia

& Yalta hospitals, to-morrow morning he will continue his report.

Irina lunched with us. —
How do you spend your evenings ? Always reading, poor wee One ? But

Tiny must be a consolation & bring life into your solitude, I am sure.

Happily I keep alright, so can get about more, this fresh weather keeps

me up. — Sweetest of Sweets, dearly beloved One, I cover you with tender,

burning kisses. God bless & protect you & help you in all your undertakings.

Ever yr. very

Own.

The girlies all kiss you very fondly; — they have gone out driving with

Irina. Bow to Igor fr. me; — speak to him about his sister Tatiana. —

No. 263.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 21-st 191

6

Sweetheart beloved,

I cover you with kisses & thank endlessly for precious letter. Yes,

Lovy, its true what you say — when apart one doubly realises that one has

not sufficiently appreciated the many marks of love, wh. one has taken

as natural & usual. Now every caress is a double treat & terribly longed for

when not to be had. —
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I send you & Baby each a pansy. Dear, can you give the enclosed paper

over to Frederiksy — poor Mile Petersen has really nothing to live upon —
her old Aunt left her 50.000 — that means 2000 a year for lodging, food &
clothes — if she could have got 2000 yearly fr. you, /Ca//e Ozerov says it

would be a Godsend.

Can you have it done as an exception — they did behave too badly

sending her off without a penny & nowhere to live — life so expensive now,
— What is the news about the English naval battle — awfully anxious to

know whether Georgi was out too on the New Zealand & wh. English ships

were sunk. —
Maries & Babys trains have been sent for to Pskov. Olga says she has

much work now, many wounded again.

Sorry, you have again such a lot to do. —
Were in hospital — operation.

Zizi lunched, now Mekk comes with report; — so must end. —
Blessings & very tenderest kisses, sweet Angel, fr. yr. very, very.

Own.

No. 264.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 22-d. 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

From all my loving heart I send you thanks for yr. beloved letter —
how I love all you write 1 Me too longs for Huzy's fond caresses and soft,

warm kisses ! —
Its warm, grey and trying to rain. We were in Church, then Isa and

Nastinka lunched. After my letter we go to the big palace and at 2 to the

Cross Procession i. e. to the Deum; one has brought the miraculous Image
of St. Nicolas fr. f(olpino. — Yesterday we spent the evening cosily in the

hospital. The big girls cleaned instruments with the help of Shah Bagov and
Raftopolo, the little ones chattered till 10. —(I sat working and later made
puzzles — alltogether forgot the time and sat till 12, the Pss. G. also busy
with puzzle. — Its more cosy than at home now. — I am sorry to bother you
again with a letter fr. Mme Sukhomlinova. — The other paper is fr. one
of the wounded who returns to the war, but is anxious to know about his

decoration. —
Silaiev leaves to-day. We took chocolate with them yesterday — his

brother and wife (hideous) too, Shah Bagov and Raftopolo too. —
Shuvaiev comes after — Betsy Sh, —
Always heaps to do. —
Heart bleeds to think of all the losses at sea — all those lives done for

— oh such a tragedy! —
Now must end. Goodbye, my one and all.

Blessing and kisses without end, Nicky mine fr. yr. very, very own
Sunny.

One says Kitchener comes the 28-th here or to the Headquanicrs.
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No. 265.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 23-rd 191

6

My sweetest Treasure,

Over and over I thank you for yr. precious letter. I always get them
when I return fr. the hospital and read them at once, and then stUl later

on several times and kiss them with fond love.

We at last lunched on the balkony — ideal weather — everything now
quite green at last. —

I drove with the big girls to Pavlovsk yesterday and the smell of the

birches was divine — now I am going again with 3 of them, whilst Tatiana

rides (I envy her this joy). — I just saw Misha Grabbe. — Yesterday Betsy

sat with me for an hour. One says you wished her to be one of the sisters

to go to Germany and this disturbs her as she cannot speak German and

is tired and does not find herself capable for such an undertaking. I told

her I was convinced you never chose her, but that one proposed her and you

said yes, and that you wld. perfectly well understand her not going — and

that I wld. write you all this. She was much consoled. —
Our Friend begs very much that you should not name Makarov as

minister of Interior — a party wants it, and you remember how he behaved

during the stories of Iliodor and Germogen and never stood up for me —
it would indeed be a great mistake to name him. —

I spent yesterday evening in the hospital. — Have Mile Schneider

with a report.

Must end now, Lovy dear. God bless you, my One and all — I cover

you with kisses.

Ever yr. own old

Sunny.

To-morrow I shall be 44III

No. 266.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 24 th 191

6

My own precious Huzy,

Tender thanks for your sweet letter. — I think Fred, is mistaken

about Mile Peterson. Her sister is married to a Bavarian (Monjelas, I be-

lieve) and this is her son who is our prisoner here, to whom she therefore

sent presents (very natural) and no brother at all. They behaved very badly

to her, thanks, Darling, for saving her. —
Very hot indeed, I am roasting on the balkony and ramoli — had 2 reports

fr. 1/4— 31, and am cretinised.

Tlie operation was rather long but went off well, I gave the instruments.

Thats nice Sweety, that you told Shavelsky about the Image to be brought

now, — thank God the news was good — such a comfort I Wonder, whether

my Crimcans have been fighting ? ? —
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Touching Shipov sent me a soldier with flowers he picked on the

14-th under fire, had blessed them and sent for my birthday. —
Of course you cannot move now, I felt sure it would be so — well, we

had our treat together and my old birthday does not matter — its really

to-day.

Very sad I am, you wont probably see the guard, why did they keep

you fr. seeing them before they were moved off! —
What about Paul I wonder? He comes to tea. —
Beloved, I need no present yr. love is more to me than anything you

might have given me — yr. letters are such a joy to me. — Yesterday after-

noon we drove to Pavlovsk, to-day I prefer keeping quiet. — Now I must
end, heart and soul are with you in endless love and prayers.

God bless and protect you, give you strenght and success.

Ever, my One and all, yr. very own old

Wify.

I cover you with burning kisses. —

No. 267.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 25-th 191

6

My own beloved Angel,

Quite grey, colossal downpour — will refresh the air. Lunched on the

balkony. Ever such tender thanks for your dearest letter. Sweetheart.

All your loving words warm me up, I miss you sorely — such lonely

nights! — How awful about ICitchenerl A real cauchemar, & what a loss

for the English. Were in Church — to tea come Miechen & Mavra.

Paul took tea yesterday, is full of hopes to get his nomination.

Going to Church met Misha, stopped, talked a minute & than he

went back to Gatchina, — not a hair on his head, completely shaved off. —
Excuse dull letter, am cretinised. —
Mary congratulates you many times. Children are driving, I must answer

telegrams. At 7 see our Friend in little house.

Believe Kolenkin has new nomination; all hope very much, that the Horse-

Grenadier (of course have forgotten his name), who has been a year in the

regiment, will receive it — you know him. —
Ania has sent you photos. Let me know if you got them safely, as she

was anxious about them. —
Must end now — blessings without end.

S happy good news — God grant will continue.

Kiss you fervently with ever increasing love, my Boy Blue, yr. very

Own.
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No. 268.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 26-th 19 16

My very own Sweetheart,

I send you my tenderest thanks for yr. dearest letter. We saw our

Friend yesterday & he is so happy over the good news. Was delighted that

we had fine weather & several showers yesterday, says its a particular

blessing of Gods on ones birthday — repeated it several times.

He had just returned fr. Moscou — saw Shebeko & had a good
impression of him, thinks he will be good in his place. —

Begs very much if you receive Volzhin & Vladimir, also to send for

Pitirim with them. Says the peasants, cannot choose a suitable priest, that

one cannot allow. — Says for Ania wld. have been good to have remained on

still a bit at E. only if she continues fretting, it will do her more harm, than

good. I fear she returns in a week. Its noughty to say so, but its been a

holiday without her as I eld. do what I liked without having to combine
& arrange things & hours to suit here. She dislikes our hospital & dis-

approves that I go often so how I shall do when she returns & will want

her afternoons & evenings above all with mc — I don't know. The Children

make grimmaces already. — Miechen was in a vile humour she left last

night for Minsk with her train «& then to inspect her organisations in other

towns. — for ever jealous with Ellas organisations, & tries to do the same
things wh. don't concern her & make too many alike. — Fine days but clouds.

Going to big palace & for a drive. — Blessings & endless, longing kisses

fr. old

Wify.

Sending you flowers & for the table & Williams.

No. 269.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 27 th 1916

My own Beloved,

The good news makes my heart rejoice for you quite especially, such

a comfort and recompense for all yr. hard work and patience. To me its

like a second war we are beginning again and may God bless it and all

act with wisdom and forethought. —
In the hospital one says after they have read the papers they scream

hurrah with joy — they only all long quickly to get back to the war to

help their comrades. —
Yesterday afternoon went to the big palace and then for a drive.

At 6 I went for 1/2 hour to Ania's hospital to see them all and give hen

news. Keep the photos till we meet, they were for your album, Deary. —
Mine succeeded too and I have ordered duplicates. — Dined in as

cooler and damp and I was afraid for my cheek. Spent the evening in

the hospital. — Fancy yr. having made Baby corporal on the 25-lh, its

too sweet I — Botkin left for Livadia via Eupatoria fetch his daughter for his

son's marriage at Abaza's estate. — Why do all your people fly off at once?
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Benkendorf is delighted to have been called to the Headquarters and
to be nearer the news — one longs for more details wh. of course cannot
be given. I am glad Baby lives through these days with you — such
great moments for his whole life. — I am, oh, so, so happy for you, Angel
beloved. Endless love and tenderness surrounds you and in thoughts I cover
you with kisses and press you to my heart wh. burns for love of you. —

A grey morning, the weather cannot make up its mind to rain or to

let the sun break through the clouds.

With greed one throws oneself every morning upon the papers and with
heartbeating — too much at times for the human — the joy and anxiety. —

It is true new regiments are being formed to send to France ? —
How does Baby like P. V. P's letters, does he quite understand them?

Yr. enemy, the crows, are making a vile noise opposite to my window.
I must be getting up and dressing for the hospital — shall place my daily

candle at Znamenia with tenderest love for you my one and all, my joy of

joys, my Huzy dear I

The weather became quite divine. Sat in the hospital garden working
whilst some played croquet. Now Tatiana rides, Maria and Anastasia are

going to dig out weeds in the little garden, as they are spoiling the lilies

of the valley; — Olga and I are going to a hospital and then to drive. —
Endless, tender kisses and fervent blessings Sweetheart, fr. yr. own old

Sunny.

Sturmer comes at 6.

No. 270.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 28-th 191

6

My own Beloved,

I don't know how it happened, that I did not discover yr. letter till

the afternoon when I opened all the big envelopes with reports.

My joy was all the greater when I read yr. sweet words. — No time

for much to-day. For an hour having been reading reports & writing &
now must be getting up & go to the hospital — have two heavy dressings

to do. — Fred. & wife lunch, then must go to opening of a hospital for

refugees children — & then look over the Drozhdin lying in hospital

etc. to settle what hospital to build. — Ella wired the Cross procession with

the Vladimir 1 Mother« (icon) was most touching, great crowds. —
What good news again, ones heart rejoices & to-day interesting fine

facts are mentioned, wh. is a good thing.

Glorions weather. Yr. group at the Khadji Liman succeeded very well, M-me
Sosnovsky sent it me. — Drove yesterday afternoon with Olga — whilst picking

daisys, Pss. Palei turned up — she has a birthday present just come for me fr.

Worth (dressmaker in Paris) & wants to bring it me — what next? Wish she

wld. leave me in peace. —
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Now beloved I congratulate you with Tatiana who will be 19 to morrow I

How the time flies! — I kiss & hug you, press you to my yearning heart

& whisper words of deepest love & devotion, Treasure Dear.

God bless you & yr. undertakings.

Yr. own old

Wify.
Tenderest thanks for beloved letter. —

No. 271.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 29-th 191

6

My own dearly Beloved,

I congratulate you with our sweet Tatiana's 19-th birthday — how
the time flies! Well do I remember this day at the farm. — The heat is

quite tremendous — the rooms are far cooler, but I am lying on the balkony.

My heart feels the heat & protests. Church-bells are ringing — service lasts

so long to-day. —
Many thanks, Lovebird, for your dear card. Thank God, all continues

well — where on earth are we to put these masses of prisoners — in Siberia

there is ample place, only give orders that all should be quickly & decently,

hygienically arranged for them, so as to be safe from epidimies. —
Such a surprise when ^. P. telephoned that he had come for the

day for affairs — so we got him to tea for a short hour, looks well & much
thinner. They are standing in front of all the rest, told lots of interesting

things, asked much after you; — wont return probably for very long now
— was here 5 weeks ago with Rodi-yrwv who will also be coming soon for

a few days. Says Kirill intends going out to see them soon. —
Zizi comes to tea as she leaves to-morrow for the country. —
I feel quite cretinised — have, alas, to go & look at a »Ao/n^« & future

hospital to give my orders. — Spent the evening in the hospital, but I lay

back in a comfortable chair in one of the wards as was very tired. —
Excuse the unutterably dull letter. I bless & kiss you without end,

my Own, my very Own. God be with you. —
^''^' y- °^^ Sunny.

Have you been able to bathe in the river ? — Do you know how great

our losses are? —
My tommy becomes impossible in this heat as every summer & gives

me no peace. —

No. 272.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 30-th 1916

My own Sweetheart,

Very tenderest thanks for yr. precious letter. Really the good news

fill ones heart with endless gratitude. How good you send the Image out
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to the front, may the holy Virgin give strength & wisdom to all to bless

the final successes. What are our losses ? Two of my Crimcans are wounded
& they told a lot. — The heat yesterday was quite unbearable, so I took

a refreshing bath at 61/2 before resting. Early this morning there was rain,

so that to-day it is quite ideal. We went to service in the hospital Church;
as early & could do our dressings afterwards. — Shall go for a drive with

the big girls now. Ania leaves Simferopol this evening at 8 o'clock — am sure

she will miss the lovely sea, peaceful calm & all Duvan's kindnesses but she

is mad to get home. Her Father leaves with the grandchildren to-day to

the country. —
Mme Zizi took tea with us yesterday & has now gone off to her country-

place for the whole summer. — Just now Nikolaiev (former Crimean) bid

me goodbye, he is off to his 4-th Ulans again (near Segewoldt). He was
so happy to have seen you at Eapatoria. — I suppose you have not yet

begun the «Wall of partition» — I don't read a bit now, only work. —
Beloved Angel, heart & soul never leaves you. God bless & protect you

& give you success — I cover you with tenderest caresses & warmest
kisses. —

Ever Huzy mine, sweet Boy Blue,

yr. very own old

Wify.

No. 273.

Tsarskoje Selo, May 31-st 19 16

My own Beloved,

From all my heart I thank for sweetest letter & tender words. I too

have such a yearning after yr. caresses & love 1
—

Really the news is beautifull Idiotical Petrograd does not nearly enough
appreciate it. God bless you & our heroes — so glad the Image was gone
to bless them all. The mass must have been very touching before the house —
she brings them yr. love & prayers too & they will feel how near you are to

them. A glorious day & cooler, wh. is a great boon after the colossal heat. —
Placed my candles, worked in the hospital, now am going to drive with 3 girls

whilst Tatiana rides. — Was Purishkevitch's train alright, please, tell me which

Number, I or 2, as my Crimean Sedov has a sister in Number 2, & it

interests him so much to know wh. you visited. — I have nothing of interest to

tell you. —
When about will the guard be advancing ? —
Beloved Treasure, prayers & thoughts ever surround you. I miss you, oh,

so much. To-day its 2 weeks we parted at Kursk! How horrid it was. —
God bless & protect you. I cover you with tender kisses, Huzy my Love,

& remain yr. very

Own.
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No. 274.

Tarskoje Selo, June i-st 191

6

My own beloved Treasure,

Ever such fond thanks for yr. sweet letter. Its a comfort to know our

losses have not been so very great in comparison with what we have gained in

every sense. That we have the weak point in the centre is comprehensible, but

with care & reinforcements it will, with God's help be alright. — All think of

you in the joy of victory, first thought of all the wounded is, — how happy you
must be. Such a recompense for your intense suffering, patient endurance &
hard work.

Its much cooler today, rained a bit. The big girls have gone to town,

as Olga receives offerings, & then they go to Tatiana.

The little ones are in their hospital & as soon as I have finished

writing I shall fetch them for a drive. Ania comes to tea, she arrived to

town alright. —
We worked in the hospital & then I went with Marie to the cemetry as

there was a funeral service for little Sonia — already six months since her

death. The birds were singing so gaily, the sun lit up her grave covered

with forgetmenots — it made a cheery impression & not sad. — Pss. Palei

came yesterday & brought me a very pretty chiffon thing to wear. She says

Paul is full of excitement & quite well & the Drs. are perfectly quiet about

his health. —
I too have had no time for reading, as were so much in the hospital,

then received, drove, work & wrote. — I congratulate you with sister Olga. Two
weeks that we returned & five that Ania left fr. here — the time simply

flies. —
To-morrow shall have to be going for service to town, anniversary of

Costia's death I — Think of my Huzy with great longing «& intensest love.

I cover you with tender kisses & press you to my heart.

God bless you my Angel. Keep well — am always near you.

Ever yr. very own old

Suany.

No. 275.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 2-nd 19 16

My own precious One,

A very tender kiss and thanks for yr sweet letter; how I love hearing
fr. you, it warms me up to read yr loving words and I try to imagine I

hear you saying all those dear words to lonely wify. —
Little sun today, but it was better for town. In the morning went for

1/2 hour to bid all good morning in the hospital. Like Babies they all stared
at us in «dresses and hats» and looked at our rings and bracelets (the ladies

too) and we felt shy and «guests». — Then with Olga and Tatiana to the
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fortress to mass. Oh, how cold that family vault is, difficult to pray too,

one does not feel its a church at all. — Now are going for a drive with

A. too. —
Yesterday afternoon M. A. and I got into a colossal downpour, so were

out quite a little. In the evening I went to Ania for of an hour and then

joined the Children in the hospital. They were wild of joy as did not expect

us at all.

The good news is such a boon and helps one to live. — Really Miechen!

She can drive one wild — I have to see Witte to-day to speak over all, on

her account, as she really is very pretencious — only one does not wish

needlessly to offend her, as she means well, only spoils all by her jealous

ambition. — Don't let her come bothering you and above all give her no

promises. —
Sweetest Angel, I clasp you to my breast and hold you long and calmly

there, whispering tender words of deepest love. — God bless and protect you.

Holy Angels guard and guide you.

Ever, Nicky mine yr. very, very own old girlie

Alix.

Saw Leo the other day — looks very thin, but not so bad — wanted

to begin his service, but I told him to wait still and pick up more strength.

Kondratiev serves again, also very thin — I don't let him help at table so as

that he should walk about less. — your Own. —
Ania was very happy over telegrams.

No. 276.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 3-rd 19 16

My Sweetheart,

Please, change the N. in my yesterday's letter, I made a mistake, it

ought to have been 507 only. — Fine & sunny & then suddenly clouds. —
Spent the evening quietly. Ania sat with me, showed photos, & read to me,
the children were in the hospital. She proposed to me to go, but I said I

was tired from town & wld. remain quietly with her. — Had a long letter

fr. Irene, Gretchen, Anna Rantzau. My poor Friend Toni's boy has been

killed at the war (only 19, my godchild, went in 1914 already as frei-

williger) — was an excellent officer it seems already & received the iron cross

— too sad for words, she adored the boy. — Aunt Beatrice also wrote

& sends you her love — she imagines I am at Livadia, resting. —
Now I must get up & dress for the hospital.

I send you & Baby my photos, I took. The water is fr. the black sea,

Ania had it filled for you & Baby & sends it with much love — the goodies

are also for you from her. —
Please if you settle any thing about Miechen, have it written to Senator

Witte or Sturmer, as it concerns the supreme Council & I feel she intends

making a mess in going to you behind my back — a revenge wh. is

ugly. —
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I had just Professor Rein & a long talk — I have told him to ask Sturmer
to receive him, to explain all, because really his work ought to be begun as

you said, & Alek said you said all was to put off. — Would you let him
come to you some day, as when you are here you have yet less time. —
Pouring cats & dogs. — Such warm thanks for sweetest letter. How charming
the photos are, I have kept one. Goodbye, my Angel Love, God bless you.

I love & kiss you without end. Yr. very, very

Own.

No. 277.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 4-th 19 16

My own Lovebird,

From all my heart I send you tender thanks for yr. precious letter. Ania
forgot to tell you, that our Friend sends his blessing to the whole orthodox army.
He begs we should not yet strongly advance in the north because he says,

if our successes continue being good in the south, they will themselves retreat

from the north, or advance & then their losses will be very great — if we begin

there, our losses will be very heavy — He says this is an advise. —
Becker has just come. I too throw myself upon yr. letters & devower them

up & the children stand by, waiting for me to read aloud what is for them
of interest — & then later I reread & kiss the dear pages.

Thats good the music passes through the streets it brightens up the spirits.

— Am trying to get hold of Zborovsky (wounded through the chest, not too bad),

Shvedov typhoid, Skvortsov wounded — with my sanitary train, Yuzik will

help through Kiev, I told all to Grabbe. — How glad I am at what you
write about the trains at last moving quicker with the troops — I assure you
«where there's a will there's a way» — only not too many cooks to spoil the

broth. — Just had long wire fr. Apraxin — my little trains are working hard at

Lutzk, Rovno, Rezhitsa, Tarnopol, Trembol., a branch of the Vinnitsa store at

Tschertkov all grateful, the military say they could not get on without us, thank

God for helping us succeed. — Yes, Angel, we can fly to you some day to

cheer you up with joy. — Pouring. — Emma, her Father & Ania lunched. —
Spent evening in hospital, today at home. Endless kisses, burning love.

God bless you. Yr. very Own.

No. 278.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 5-th 191

6

Darling beloved One,

I congratulate you with our little girlie's birthday — fancy her being

already 15, its quite sad — no babys any more. — Such cold, rainy weather

only 7,8 degrees — we drove in thick coats and Olga is freezing. — From all

my heart I thank you for your sweet letter. Shall send you still more photos,
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as soon as get them. — Really one cannot let Miechen mix up in things wh. do not

concern her — she has become so grasping — military things are not her

business. — Am sorry about Rein — he is right and Alek quite wrong,
I see it clearly. — Ania has just left for Terioki to see her family and will

be back by Tuesday afternoon. She forgot to tell you, that our Friend says

its good for us that Kitchener died — as later on he might have done Russia

harm and that no harm papers were lost with him. You see he always fears

about England at the end of the war when the peace-negociations begin. —
He said that Tumanov is excellent in this place and has no wish to

leave and is better than Engalitchev — I did not know he was to be changed. —
I asked the prisst to have thanksgiving prayers, wh. he did after a short

good sermon about our successes and the Potchaiev monastery being again

ours, and how God barkened unto all prayers and so forth. —
Yesterday evening Ania read to me, whilst they were in the hospital. Anna

Alexeievna Korovtchuk had a daughter 3 days ago, and I am going to christen

it to-morrow. — Must send this off now. All thoughts, longing love, kisses,

blessings, great yearning. Sweetheart.

Ever yr. very own
Wify.

Sweet Boy Blue!

Just got enclosed wire fr. my 21 Siberians — poor (?) am awfully sorry —
such a nice man had St. G's.

No. 279.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 6-th 19 16
My own Sweetheart,

I congratulate you with all my heart for our successes and the taking]

of Czernovitzy — thanks be to God Almighty. Only that we don't rush loo

wildly foreward — are we laying small railway lines to bring provisions and
amunitions nearer to the front ? 1 made Jatiana at once telephone the news
to the hospital — the joy was immense. We spent the evening there. The
little ones play games, the big ones with Raftnpolo and Shah-Bagov prepare
material for the dressing-station, I sometimes play a li:tle and wander fr. ward
to ward, sitting with those that lie — then rest in a comfortable armchair
in little Sedov (<iCrimeany>) room and work and talk, and then V. Viltchkovskaja
brings a stool and sits at my feet and its very cosy 3. Now another youngster
who suffers awfully, lies next door and wants me also to bring my work and
sit there, so that 1 shall be torn to pieces now. — Have little Mme Kotzebu
(ex-lancer) after lunch, then the christening Korovtchuk and to see Olga's (Cau-
casian nobi ity) train. — Shall give medals to the worst and go through the

whole train. Princess TzeretcUi (ex y>nizh?gorodetz«) is at the head of it. —
Such loving thanks. Lovebird, for your very sweet letter and the delicious wliite

acacia. I am glad my rifles also wired to you, brave fellows I
—

23* 355



Oh what weather! cold, grey, rainy — autumn simply. Excuse short letter

but must receive. All my thoughts are with you and love of the deepest,

deepest, Sweetheart. God bless and protect you. Cover you with tenderest

kisses.

No. 280.

My own sweet Angel,

Ever, Nicky mine, yr. very own
Sunny,

Tsarskoje Selo, June 7-th 19 16

Very fondest thanks for yr. dear letter. I think so, oh so much of you,

my Pet, in yr. loneliness, tho' Sunbeam is with you. I miss you both more
than you can guess and live over all your sweet tenderness. — The good news
keep one up. Thank God the dear Siberians have been so brave again. —

At last sunshine and warmer so we could lunch on the balkony. Mavra,

Vera and Georgi too as they leave for Ostashevo. She asked whether Igor was
going to be sent out somewhere to the war in the warmer parts as you had
once thought. — Worked in the hospital. The Commander of the Tckintzi my
ex Alexandrovetz is with us. He was wounded in the foot during their splendid

cavalry attack. He always wears their tiny cap. Interesting all he tells, he is

very deaf fr. contusion and the heart enlarged. —
To-day at 4 we have the cinema you saw of Sarokomisch and Trapezund

in the manege for all the wounded. —
Ania returns at 5 fr. Terioki.

Sweetheart, I press you to my heart and cover you with very tender kisses,

God bless you — I love you beyond words.

Ever yr. very own little

Sunny.

Zelenetzky brought me 96 r. from our sailors again, too touching. —

No. 281.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 8-th 191

My own Beloved,

Many a tender kiss & warmest thanks for your sweet letter. I understand

perfectly well that you wont be coming now for some time, your presence is

too much needed. Thanks for the news about the plans, of course I wont re-

peat them. —
Sashka lunched with us — he has 3 week's leave & lives at Tsarskoje Selo

with wife & mother — he has remained the same «& teased Olga as usual. —
Were in the hospital, now are going for a little drive. Yesterday evening

I spent at home & Ania read aloud to me whilst I worked. The weather is

so changeable, & my cheek in consequence is rather swollen. In my sister's
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dress its not seen & I can drive with a black shawl over my headdress —
but to-morrow at the supreme Council I wont be very pretty. — The roses I

send you come from dear Peterhof, the sweetpses fr. hsre, they smell so de-

liciously that I must send you some. — I think of you so much, my joy &
happiness & cover you with passionate, tender kisses. — The cinema of Erzerum
& Trapezund was interesting, som3 pictures very pretty, others so dark that one
scarcely saw anything; — must have an amusing one once for all, so as that

the men can laugh; — heaps looked on. —
Now my Huzy dear, my Own, Goodbye & God bless you. Excuse my

dull letters, but, alas, have nothing interesting to tell you. —
I send you all that is tender & fond — clasp you in thoughts to my

breast & let you rest yr. sweet head upon my heart.

Ever yr. very
q^^,^

No. 282.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 9-th 191

6

My own Lovebird,

Tender thanks for yr. dear card Benkendorf just now brought me; I

am glad he found you both looking so well, tho' the weather also bad & even
out at the war. — We are off to town directly to the Supreme Council & back
to tea, as Paul comes to bid us goodbye, he leaves to-morrow. — Were in

the hospital, yesterday evening too, so I sat an hour with her before as

she seemed rather hurt I went — tho' understood it, — this evening she

spend with me. —
I see by the papers Motherdear goes about, has been to the old Branitz-

kaia at Belaya-Tserkov, I think. — To-morrow our prayers will meet at Tobolsk.
Lovy, I told Zaiontchkovsky to tell Volzhin to go, they got no answer fr you
(he wrote too, I find) & I said I was sure you wld. wish it, as it is customary
for the Over-Procrator to go & not the assistant — I hope it was right I

said so; — he ought to have known that, but as its far, he thought you might
need him etc. Ella, alas, has not gone, I was sure she would not. —
Lunched on the balkony, but rather cold — weather not inviting. Such a

strange summer.
Yes, dear Walton 1 What lovely, sweet, tender & passionate remembrances —

ah, dear, how intensely deeply I love you, more far than I can ever say —
you are my life, my sunshine, my one & all. —

God bless & protect you. I cover you with tenderest kisses, ever
Huzy mine,

yr. very own old girly ...

No. 283.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 9-th 1916
Beloved sweet Angel,

Before going to sleep I begin my letter to you. I have told A. to

write to you, as she was told to give over 5 questions to you, & its easier
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for her to write them, who must remember. Do you wish me to send for Sturmer

& speak to him about these subjects to prepare them, if so wire at once to

me: «agree to yr. question», then shall see him on Sunday, speak over all &
tell him to ask when you can receive him. Our Friend hoped you could have

come now for 2 days to settle these different questions, wh. he finds most

essential should be thought of quicker, especially abjut I — the Duma — I

remember I told you He begged you should say, that they were to finish

quii.kly & go to the country & watch the fieldworks. —
Only send for Sturmer soon, as things do dawdle so. You can show him

Miechen's paper just to look through. —
2. Obolensky to be changed — why not name him governor somewhere —

only who is the right man to replace him ? He has never gone against Gregory

so he is sorry to ask for him to be changed, only he says he really does

nothing — & one must seriously begin the collecting of provisions quicker —
people file along again in the streets before the shops. —

3. That wld. it not be wiser to give over all that question about food &
fuel to the minister of Interior, whom it concerns more than the minister

of Agriculture. The Minister of Interior has his people everywhere, can

give orders & direct instructions to all the Governors — all are under him after all

& Bubrinsky took it out of greed into his hands & — I d. n't want to insinuate

worse things. I remember young Khvostov also thought it wld. have been

better in the Ministry of the Interior. This is one of the most serious questions,

otherwiiC fuel wi.l be too awfully expensive. —
4. About the Union of Cities, that you should not thank them any more

personally. That means should be found for now publishing all about what

they do and saying especially that you, the Government, give all the money
& that they spend it largely — its yours & not theirs. The public must know
this. I spoke it over several times with Sturmer how it cid. be made known —
by an order of yours to Sturmer or a paper fr. him to you — shall talk it

over with him as they try to play too great a part & it becomes a political

danger, wh. now must already be taken into account, otherwise too many
things will come at a time to settle. — No. 5 — she could not remember what

He told her. —
The Supreme Council lasted fr. 3—4V2 — Rodzianko & Tchelnokov

talked a good deal, & Miechen's Neidhardt aggravated me — Stichinsky spoke

well, not famously Boris Wassiltchikov. Trepov gave me over yr. messages,

thanks Lovebird. Am sorry had no time to see .Mitja Den before he left —
heard of it too late. — Dear old Goremykin was too at supreme council

so tiny, very thin with big eyes — said the heat at Ga^ry had disagreed with

him, whilst his wife, on the contrary, has greatly improved & her eyes are

better. —
Paul & Marie came to tea (she covered with pimples again) — he leaves

to-morrow. Seems Dmitri is here several weeks & up & down to Moscou —
has not shown himself once — cannot understand the way he serves I — Olga

& I drove in my droshki & as service was going on at Tiarlevo we got out &
went there till wc kissed the Bible & then returned home. \ nice, cosy
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Church. The other 3 & Isa went for a walk. The evening A. spent with me. —
Yr. first acacia lies in my gospel, this one will go into another prayerbook.

Now I must put out my lamp, shall finish to-morrow. We have Church at 9
(St. John Maximovitch now) & then go to the hospital for an operation.

Saturday shall see our Fr. in her house to say goodbye — he leaves next week
home. — Sleep well my Treasure, I always, morn. & evening bless & kiss your

cushion — its all I havel Why on earth this ultimatum to Greece, for sure

England & France are at the bottom of it — to my simple mind, it seems
unjust & hard — cannot imagine how Tino will get out of it & it may harm
his popularity. One more thing I was to tell you, that Gen. Selivanov is the

judge of Sukhomlinov & one says he cannot be unbiased as he had formerly

been dibchargcd by Sukhomlinov from Siberia and that it would be better to

appoint the member of the Council of the Empire, General Shumilov. I only

tell you this as He wished me too, but I told Ania I doubt yr. mixing in this

affair.

10 -th. Warmest thanks sweetest letter, so happy to receive it, my Angel.

Were in Church, then an operation, 7 new officers were brought to us,

Ingermanlandians, Hussars of the Belomorsky, Beloozersfiy regiments etc. Now
saw Malevsky-Malevitch — glad to be back fr. Japan as has both sons

serving in the Preobrazhentzi.

He longs to be presented to you, but knows you have no time. —
Thanks for wiring to Silaiev.

Endless, burning kisses & many blessings fr. yr. old

Wify.

St. John Maximovitch may He send you both & our Country His
blessings. —

No. 284.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 1 1 -th 1 9 1

6

My own beloved Angel,

Tenderest thanks for yr. dear card. — Its pouring as usual. Were at

the hospital, then funeral service for poor Zhakov — what can have induced
him to commit suicide ? —

Then 1 saw my column of ambulances wh. are going off to army where
he needs them I

Now saw von Harten Com. of the Tvertzi and he begs to be allowed

to be presented to Alexei, so I told him to go to the Headquarters and ask

Voyeikov. — Had a wire fr. my Siberian rifles — again many losses

amongst the officers, heaps heavily wounded — one of ours again, now 2

wounds in the head. »K,illsd as a result of extraordinary heroism the senior

under-officer of the unit of reconnoitring infantry, B. P. Jakimov, formerly
a naval lieutenant.^

Zborovsky has already arrived (my train hunts for him) and comes to

the Children hospital — they have gone off there in great excitement. I sent
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Viltchkovsky the names of the Cosacks we must get here. Tomorrow I think

my train arrives, it has been picking up in different towns. — Has Georgi

arranged himself cosily ? — Despairing this perpetual damp — for Baby
too. The dentist has arrived and will soon be worrying me. —

We see our Friend a moment this evening in her house to say goodbye,

as he leaves. Suslik's telegram is really killing. —
Beloved of beloveds, I bless and kiss you without end and yearn for you.

Ever yr. very

Own.

Where has the Marine of the Guard gone off to again .' Dmitri in

good spirits and funny as usual.

No. 285.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 12-th 191

6

My own dearly Beloved,

For yr. sweet letter my very tenderest thanks. How tired and weary
you must be of all those people bothering you, and I with my tiresome

letter the other day too. — Yesterday I had the joy of seeing our Friend

in the evening in the little house before going to the hospital. He was
in excellent spirits and so affectionate and kind — happy over the good news,

asked much after you. It did me good to see him and 1 was glad to go
to our wounded straight from him. The poor old Colonel is so bad, but

I hope, with God's help that we can pull him through. He took Holy
Communion this morning as I proposed it to him — I always put all my
hope into that blessing. — The hospital is very full, we have 23 officers. —
Olga and Tatiana are working and abusing each other that they »skull«, absurd

girls. We came back from a drive after having b^en at the little ones

hospital. Victor Erastovitch looks brown and alright, pretends he has no

pains, but one sees his face twitch. He is wounded through the chest, but

feels the arm. — A. has gone for the night to Finland. Our exhibition opens

to-day at the big palace, like last year — the works of all our wounded of

here — and our own things we do. —
Were in Church. — Have Sturmer and then Rostovtzev with a long

report, as he leaves for 6 weeks rest to Finland.

The weather is finer, warmer, but scarcely any sun.

Beloved Angel, I long to press you to my heart and to whisper words
of endless love and tenderness, Swesthearty mine I

I cover yr. dear face and eyes and lips with burning kisses. God bless

and keep you.

Ever yr. very, very

Own.
Thanks, my Pet, for the wadding! 1 1

—
Excuse such a dull letter. —
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No. 286.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 13-th 191

6

My own sweet Angel,

Such a lovely day, and the birds are singing away so merrily enjoying
the sun — but there is a strange light, a sort of haze in the sky — can
it not be from all the shooting ? Beloved, I thank you very very fondly
for your sweet letter. Thank God the news is good and that Keller behaves
so splendidly. — More wounded are being brought. We had to operate the

old Colonel — it was serious, thank God his heart so far bore it alright,

but its still very grave. I feel tired, it lasted 50 m. and I stood all the

time so as to give the instruments quickly and be ready for anything.

Css. Vorontzova sat a long time with me — begs to be remembered to you.
Lives here, has grown very old indeed, friendly and kind. Now the dentist

is going to worry me (just when its fine) th^n a long report with V. P. Shneb-
der. The evening remain at home, Ania returns fr. Terioki. Gardinsky turned
up for 2 days — always feels still the results of the railway accident. —

Lovy, excuse my bothering you, but can you ask Alexeiev, is it abso-.

lutely necessary to give up Baby's splendid hospital of mine (ex Sukhom-
linov's) at the Military Accademy — it's such a splendid one, you remember,
and beautifully arranged, one of the very best in town. Alexeiev says he
wishes to renew his studies, as needs more off. for the General Staff. —
Are they so much needed now, don't the line officers do yet better and
understand all more during the war. They even ask us to have 50 beds
for these officers who are to learn there. Its more than a pitty as I doubt
our ever finding an equally suitable big house anywhere. Be an angel
and ask Alexeiev quite sure again, must we clear out — can he not have
us there ? Kindly answer me as all are very anxious about it. Thank
Gillard for his letter, he finds Baby not quite so well and therefore the

lessons are not quite so good — I think it is owing to the weather being
so damp and unsettled. — Must end and fly off now. Saw Sturmer told

hmi all, he wrote down the questions all, will prepare everything for when
you send for him. Hopes the Duma will finish 20-th. —

I bless you, kiss you without end in yearning love and adoration. —
Ever, Huzy mine, yr. very own old

Wify.

As the Pss. has left with a wagon to the front to fetch wounded, I feel

responsable for the hospital and they turn to me as their head. —

No. 287.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 14-th 19 16
My own beloved Darling,

Warmest, tenderest thanks for yr. sweet card. Such lovely weather,
a real treat. All our wounded lie out on the balkony and enjoy the beauti-

ful air. Taube lay in the sun under a parasole, so as to have a sunbath for
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his poor stump. — Now we are directly off to Maria's and Anastasia's new

hospital, next to their old one, and there will be a Deum. I warmly con-

gratulate you with our big Marie — she is overjoyed with yr. dear letter. —
Our Friend hopes there will be a good victory (perhaps Kovel) and if so,

he begs on that account you should have ^.release on bail SukhomUnov».

Give the order privately, without much ado, to Khvostov, or the Senator who
looks after him — and let him live at home under the trust of 2 others.

He is old — of course the judgement remains, but it will make the heav-y

load easier for the old man to bear — He begs you to do it, if we have

a big victory. —
The cigarets came to an end, so Tatiana fished out a little box as you

had told her to. — I am glad you can lunch out again, we also with

gratitude take our meals on the balkony. Titeriat will bring you flowers

again. — A. came to the hospital in her little pony-carriage to see all our

wounded — such a sunny friendly smile must cheer them up. — After my
dressings were over; I embroidered (always for our exhibi:ion-bazar — and

the things sell splendidly) and Gardinsky and Sedov helped me sowing. —
I fear the Colonel is dying, so sad I —

To-day 4 weeks we parted — ah, my Love, I love you so intensely,
my own my very own Boy Blue and cover you with kisses. God bless and

protect you now and ever

yr. very

Own.

No. 288.
Tsarskoje Selo, June 15-th 191

6

My own Beloved,

Ever such grateful thanks for yr. sweet letter. —
I send you a paper fr. Duvan wh. Ania told me to give you with

her love, and a petition fr. Ania's future sister - in - laws Mother, Princess

Dzhordzhadze. Olga and Tatiana have gone to town, as Tatiana has a

committee — I shall drive with the little ones. Every day the dentist worries

me and my cheek aches in consequence rather. — Our poor old Colonel died

peacefully this night — we shall bury him on our fraternal cemelry, the

wife agrees to this; she and the daughter seem to feel it less than his touching

soldier who never left him. —
What a downpour I Will refresh the air. —
A. has gone for the night to Finland to see her brother, (after 8 months)

who has come for 3 days. —
Miechen lives now here II

Thanks dear for the paper about the ex Naval officer. —
Heart and Soul ever near you with burning love and yearning.

How the Ministers must bore you, my Angel. I kiss you as only

wif knows how to, true ? God bless you.

Endless kisses fr. yr. own
Sunny.
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No. 289.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 16-th 19 16

My own beloved Sweetheart,

Warmly do I thank and kiss you for your sweet letter. Excuse my
bad writing, but I have a compress and bandage on my first finger. When we
operated the poor colonel, I pricked my finger and now have a gathering. —
Its splendid weather, but I think a thunderstorm is in the air, my heart

felt so bad in the hospital. — I receive to-day our sisters who are leaving

to-morrow for Germany and Austria — Mme Orjevsky does not seem to

be of the number. — Then Sister Kdrtzeva (Mme Hartwig's sister) I send

to Eupatoria as inspsctress and senior sister, so as to put all in order there

and to better look after everything. Olga is working here on the bal-

kony — the 3 others have gone riding. —
Ania returns fr. Terioki where she spent the night with her whole

family. —
I forgot to tell you that our Friend begs you should give the order

that one should not augment the prices of going in town in trains — instead

of 5 kopeeks now one must pay 10 kopceks and thats not fair upon
the poor people — let the rich be taxed but not the others who daily have

often more than once, to go by train. — Write it on one of yr. papers to

Sturmer to tell Obolensky, who I suppose gave this foolish order. — It will

be nice to go and see you afterwards. If we do, Gregory begged me to

take Ania — I said its not convenient as there are always guests and fo-

reigners — then he said she need not come to the meals and remain in

the train, but he said it would be kinder to give her that joy; — I should

bring Nastinka this time and then the 4 Girlies. —
Beloved Angel, I must stop now. My heart is full of very deep, great

love for my Angel love and I cover you with kisses. — God bless and

protect you, Nicky mine.

Ever yr. very own old

Sunny.

I use Baby's envelope again, it will amuse him to see it. —

No. 290.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 17-th 191

6

My own beloved One,

Still a bad writing, because the finger disturbs me. From all my heart

I congratulate you with the good news again, over 10.000 prisoners. —
This morning I got a telegr. fr. Keller fr. Kimpolung (.(.Fulfilled the given

task, cleared southern Bukovina of the enemy. Was wounded to day in the

other Leg by a ballet the bone has not been shattered but splintered. With
the help of God I hope soon to return into the ranks for further service to

Your Imperial Majesty.b — Ania's brother told her much about him, how
the soldiers adore him and when he goes to the wounded, how each tries
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to sit up to see him better. He rides, followed by an immense banner

with the image of the Saviour, and 40 cossacks, of wh. each has 4 St. George's

crosses, otherwise they dont guard him — they say its an imposing and

emotioning picture. How glad I am for him — he always yearned for this

great chance to prove to you his intense love, loyalty and gratitude. So
prettily he told Sergei Tan. that he () and Ania serve us alike, each

in our place and th2refore he is so fond of her. — So I told Ania to ask

our Fr. to pray for him, I told her last night to give it over to-day (he

leaves for Tobolsk home) — and this morning I already had a wire he

is wounded — but thank God seems not serious. —
Splendid weather. Spent the evening with Ania, sent for the dentist in

the evening (3-rd time in one day) to take out the filling, because of the

pain, you see the inflammation of the periosteam makes the treatment so

difficult.

I must get up now so shall finish this after luncheon. We have a French

cinema at 4 in the manege, a Count shows it — our troops arrival in

France — Verdun, fabrics where they make cartridges and amusing pictures. —
Sweetest Angel, my thoughts forever suround you with yearning love. —
Yes, One begs you should not allow the districts (Metropolitan)

wh. Volzhin wishes to bring in now with Vladimir its not the time and

Gregory says would have fatal results. She goes to him of this morning. —
Forgive my bothering you with the enclosed paper, but He wished

you to know it. —
I hold you tightly in my arms and whisper words of infinite tender-

ness and love. —
Heartfelt thanks my treasure for yr. dear letter; none came fr. Baby

or Zhilik thanks for Alexei's telegram, shall show it to Rita and then

return it for Derevenko to keep. — Hang Miechen on 60 apple trees I

So uncomfy wriing with this bandaged finger. I cut the thing open
with an operations-knite. —

Ah my big wee one, I kiss you endlessly — the balkony is so empty
without you and Tiny. —

God bless and protect you my Own, my Sunshine, my life's joy.

Ever yr. very own
Wify.

No. 291.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 18 th 191

6

My ever beloved One,

Ever such tender thanks for your precious letter, my Treasure. Such
heavy air, in the distance a thunderstorm happily. Finger is a little better,

and I nevertheless work, but my writing is ugly. — Again good news, they

say such a necessary place has been taken for the railways. — I wired

to you about Shakhovskoy, because Gregory begs you to see him, they have

been thinking over things together, and he has got propositions to make, where
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to get things one needs, wh. you wrote about. — When you see all the

ministers he begs you to be very firm with them. Stunner is honest and
excellent, Trepov seems rather against him. — Petrovsky is awfully happy
you have sent for him — I saw him to-day. Get Sashka another time too. —
The dentist bothers me daily, it goes so slowly on account of the inflamation

of the periosteam. — Drove with Ania yesterday evening to Pavlovsk, — no,

what ugly ladies one sees, its extraordinary — dresses I — Miechen asked
to take tea, I said I could not (have Kostritsky and later Church). —
Gregory says Keller will soon be well again. —

I feel my letter is beastly dull, so sorry, my Angel. — Thats nice you
bathe, so refreshing. — Am quite ramolie — Valia waits to see me and
another officer. — The cinema was interesting, only too long. — Have said

Witte (Supreme Council) is to tell Iljin to look through Miechen's paper. —
Beloved, I long for you and yr. caresses. Keep well and of good

cheer. I kiss you with endless, tender love. Holy Angels guard and God
bless you

Ever yr. very, very

Own.

No. 292.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 19-th 191

My own beloved One,

Such fond thanks for yr. sweetest letter I found after church. Shall

think of you when Fr. will give m.3 over yr. kiss, that will make it bearable.

Ah, Sweetheart, — how long this separation is I Both of you far away — but

we are doing it for our country and when the news is good, one stands

it better. All my very most fervent prayers will be with our beloved troops

on Tuesday — God Almighty help and send them strength, courage and
wisdom to have success! — We are on the balkony, working, Ania and
Anastasia glueing photos — one thunderstorm after the other, but not heavy

airl Were in Church. — I wired to K^onzarovsky, to ask about freiqht

trains Mekk needs. You see, my tiny supply trains fetch the wounded far

in front and take them to Novoseltzy etc., were real sanitary trains await

them — our motors are not enough — and we shall arrange barracks to

bind up their wounds before sending them on. Brussilov agrees, as he needs

our help. In I day we can 4 times transport the wounded, thats good
is it not ? — Brinken wired my ambulance column (of my train Loman's)
arrived alright, he needed it — the first year we helped the guards and now
Stcherbatchov wanted us. — Such a comfort to know that thanks to Mekk
I can help our troops so much.

How its pouring I —
A. goes for the night to Finland — Now, beloved Huzy, Goodbye and

God bless you. I cover you with yearning kisses and love you beyond words.

Ever yr. very, very own
Sunny.
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No. 293.
Tsarskoje Selo, June 20-th 191

6

My own sweet Angel dear.

Warmest thanks for your precious letter. Again a thunderstorm and

raining, the air was so heavy this morning. Frederiks lunched and gave

«the kiss» on my «grain de beautef>. He begs to be remembered to you.

Found him fresh and looking well; will live here and go every day to

town for reports. Rita just heard that her brother has now been woun led

and already operated at Voronezh — she and her Father leave at once this

evening, anxious as don't know what operation has been, I have wired

to the Governor. — I saw Sturmer, who begs to come a little later, as the

Duma finishes to-day, the Council of the Empire closes the 22-nd and

then he has to see lots of people — but wld. like to see you before all

the Ministers as has several questions and things to say beforehand. Says

now he will be energetic, that it was difficult until he had quite got into

the work and the Duma only hampered him in everything — he has got

answers to all those questions I put to him and told you about. — One thing

I this time forgot to remind him about, was what Nikolai mentioned and wh.

is most essential — now already to choose people to study and work out

ideas for the future congress, when the war will be ended — they must

already now thoroughly prepare and think over all — speak over that

please, its so urgent. — I am glad my poor Siberians can rest now. —
The regiment has just sent for Korovtchuk to come, probably after their

heavy losses, so he comes to say Goodbye. Have the amusement of Micchen

to teal — and twice the dentist — such a nuisance. — Congratulate you

for to-morrow feast of yr. yellow Curassiers. — Beloved, I must end now.

God bless and protect you. I cover you with burning kisses.

Ever yr. very, very
Own.

Do speak with Vladimir Nikolaievitch as he fidgets so much about

mud for Baby, eld. one not have arranged the mud compresses at the

Headquarters, because it seems cruel to take him £r. you now.

No. 294.
Tsarskoje Selo, June 21-st 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

We just received Lavrinovsky, who came to congratulate in the name
of yr. curassiers — he reminds one very much of the poor brother who

died, only that he is fair. —
All my thoughts are out at the war — God help them.

The news fr. near Baranovitchi was good yesterday. If there is any-

thing particular, do let it be given over to me by the straight telegraph-

telephone, wh. comes in 5 m. — Two of my Alexander officers are wounded
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at Novoseltzy, — shows, they have been sent down there now. Does the guard

take part yet, or not ? Forgive these questions, but I am interested for my
lancers and the Crew.

Strange sky, looks as tho' there wld. be a thunderstorm again. — Ania

had a slight heartattack yesterday, wh. frightened her and she of course

thought the end was coming. I spent the evening near her bed. She will'

lie out in the garden and we shall take tea with her, Victor Erastovitch and

Yuzik, — Fancy, poor little Lady Sybil being wounded in the face — it does

seem horrid. — Miechen was most amiable and did not say a word. —
Remember to wire to Toria on Thursday for her birthday. — Baby writes

sweetly. »/ have no more money, beg you to send the allowance — / entre-

at (its ) His notes are often too dear, precious Child. — Zhilik finds

he develops very well and that the life with many people does him much
good —' I too am sure of it — yet miss you both, sorely. — I suppose we

better come a little later, as you wont be seeing the ministers so soon? Pss.

Gedroitz has not yet returned. •

Blessings and very tenderest kisses, my longed for Angel, fr. yr. very

own old

Wify.

Thats good you send Georgi about again. —

No. 295.
Tsarskoje Selo, June 22-d 19 16

My own beloved One,

Such tender thanks for yr. dear letter. I am glad Petrovsky is with

you, a nice cheery young fellow wh. must brighten up yr. walks. — Get

Eristov and others too change about. —
I find you ought to send for Boris and wash his head — how dare

he say such things — can think what he likes, but to have the impertinence

of speaking to an EngUshman before others, is rather strong — you must
have him reprimanded, he dare not behave so, the insolent fellow. —

I just saw the Mufti of Orenburg and he said all sort of nice things,

prayers and wishes for you. — Such heavy air to-day, rained a tiny bit too. —
My little trains and transports are working hard at Vinnitza, only

the distances are great, they brought in 6 days 839 wounded 90 versts

awful roads, so the horses are in a sad state and the changing of carts acted

on the horses, 4 fell ill, one died, thats why I asked for light freight wagons

and Konzarovsky promised them. — Shuvaiev comes to-day to speak about

the Academy. I want him to try and get us a decent big house for our

hospital. — Derevenko's photos of Baby were sweet, please ask him to send

me 12 of each still, with his gun, running, learning in the tent, and you

in the boat, as I have to glue albums for our exhibition and have mostly old

photos. — He might send me some other nice ones he did before of Alexei

and you, please. —
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I shall give her yr. letter, she will be wild of joy. Am just going to

drive with her and Olga, — Tatiana is riding and the others are in their

hospital.

Lady Sibyl feels alright one says. —
Most uncomfortable writing with such a swollen, stiff finger. —
So anxious for news. —
Goodbye my Sunshine, my joy, my life. God bless and protect you.

looo of tender kisses fr. yr. own old

Sunny.

No. 296.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 23-d 19 16

My own Sweetheart,

Ever such tender thanks for yr. precious letter. I understand that our

Generals make you wild when they act stupidly and make faults. — It

was a mistake of Mekk's — its 2 «.Crimeans» and not «Alexandrovtzy», who were

wounded. — Nastinka lunched with us as its her birthday, then I receive

Belosselsky — the dentist for an hour, perhaps Ania brings her brother and
sister to me. — At 5V2 Sturmer and the dentist again for 1V2 hour. — There is

a rumor that Sergei M. is to be at the head of the question for provisions in

the country — such rot. — Sturmer has a good idea about all that if you
give it over to his ministery where it has been for hundreds of years and
only sly Krivoshein took it to himself. In the Ministery of Interior its all

easier as he has all the necessary people and influence and can put a good,

energetic man at the head of a special commission. Now I hear as tho'

Naumov keeps it, that wld. be a real pitty, as he is not energetic enough
and thinks too much of the Duma's opinion and the Zemstvo Union. Sturmer
thought of a Pr. Obolensky (Gov. of Kharkov), who could head the commission

and travel about and see all and go energetically into all the details. I don't

know, why he comes to-day — he begged so much you should send for

him before the other Ministers so as to talk over quietly with you all the questions

you allowed me to tell him. —
Very warm again. Must end now Deary. I long for you and cover you

with burning kisses. God bless and keep you. —
Ever yr. very, very

Own.
I cover yr. letters with kisses and try to think, I hear you talk, ah, me

misses you madly I

No. 297.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 23-d 19 16

My own beloved Angel,

It is 12V2 already and I am just in bed, but I want to begin my letter

whilst I still remember my conversation with Sturmer. The poor man
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was much disturbed by rumors, \vh. had been brought him fr. people who
had been at Moghilev, but as Rodzianko pounced upon him, he began to get

quite surprised. As tho' there was to be a military dictatorship with Sergei

Michailovitch at the head, that the Ministers wld. be changed etc. and

Rodzianko the fool came flying to ask him his opinion on the subject etc. etc.

He answered that he knew nothing whatsoever and therefore could not form
any opinion. I consoled him, saying that you had written nothing to me
upon this subject and that I was convinced, that you wld. never put a Grand
Duke at such a place and least of all Sergei Michailovitch, who has enough
to do to try and put his business in order. We discussed it being possible that

Generals think it advisable a military man being at the head of such a

commission (food) so as to unite everything for the army and to be able

to take military measures for punishments — tho' certainly the Ministers

wld. be placed in an awkward position. — Then we spoke of Naamov, who
again said to him, that he was tired of his work and did not feel well and

wld. like to leave. (He does not agree with the Government, looks at things

quite fr. another point of view. Tho' being a loyal and charming man,
he is obstinate and sticks to the ideas of Duma, Zemstvo etc. and trusts

their work better than the Governments; this is not famous for a minister

and makes work with him very difficult.) He wished Sturmer to tell you

he wants to ask to be dismissed, but Sturmer protested and said he must ask

himself, tho' he finds he has no right to ask for his dismission during the

war — but for Sturmer it would be easier without him. Yesterday was the

last sitting of the Conseil de L'Empire, Golubev presided. Nearly all the

right were missing, had left some time ago as had enough of it — Kokovtsev

lead the other party and is altogether an abominable element. — This party

intended as bonne bouche to draw Trepov, Shakhovskoy and Naumov to

account for things not being as they ought to and to insist upon their answering

to all questions. Trepov and Shakhovskoy said they were ready with all docu-

ments, but agreed with Sturmer that questions might be touched, wh. they

were not yet ready to answer — Naumov delighted said he would with

joy answer everything and that there wld. not be one question he wld.

not find his explanation to — it was very unpleasant but Sturmer insisted upon

Golubev not allowing these questions to be touched at all — so when all

came together it ended decently. —
Then another thing, Sergei Michailovitch twice already asked Sturmer

that all the fabrics should be militarised — but Sturmer said during the Duma
it eld. not be done — and now he has found a much better way out of the

thing. One fabric (of course have forgotten in wh. town) is just an example,

there were strikes, so one ordered at once all the people and work-men to be

called in, and instead of sending them out to the war, make them work in the

fabric as before, only being now soldiers, if they dare do anything wrong, they

are judged by military judgement. This can be done smoother and with less

noise than all the fabrics together — its the best example and all will tremble

that their turn may come. — He is becoming far more energetic now and

feels a heavy load off his shoulders now that the Duma has left. — What will
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that odious Rodzianko have spoken about — there is much chance he wont be

reelected, because his party is furious he did the thing clumsily and asked

you should shut up the Duma as they were tired — and Sttirmcr said no,

that they of their own accord must go. — I beg your pardon for bothering

you with all these questions, but I wanted to warn you beforehand about Naumov
and what was worrying the good old man. —

I saw dear Lili Den at Ania's this evening — just back — and our ships

gone off — God guard them. She spent 2 weeks in Japan as her husband
was sent there. At Kioto she lived in the house and very room you did.

She is full of Japan and managed to see a great deal. She created much
surprise in the streets and little Japanese women took a fancy to her and hung
on either side of this giantess. She brought me an ivory elephant and each

of the girls and Baby too, wh. I send him. Elephants are for luck and
especially the number 7, so our elephants make 7, as Baby has two. —
Seriozha Taneyev told lots about the war and Keller. — I had awfully

much to do to-day and heaps of reports to read. I had a wire fr. the Com-
mander of my 21 S. R. about the losses of the 13-th. — really terrible the mass
of the old officers killed and lots severely wounded. Pss. Gedroitz saw them
now. — Then I got at last a map and report fr. my Crim?ans of 3 weeks ago.

And this evening's paper mentioned my dear regiment in the announcement
fr. yr. staff — am so proud — my 2 wounded are in despair not to be

there now when work is going on hard. — Now its i o'clock, I must put

out the lights and get to sleep and rest my weary old head. I would give

much to have another precious and dearly beloved one lying next to me and
to feel Sunshine's caresses. —

June 24 - 1 h.

Sashka V. lunches with us and says goodbye, as he returns to the

front. His wife is expecting it seems. Then I have Naumnv. Prince Go'itzin

and Shvedov. Just finished Taneyev's papers and must be getting up and dress

for the hospital. Sashka lunched with us, he leaves on Sunday. — Thank you
very tenderly, my Lovebird, for yr. sweetest letter. Certainly with joy shall

see our dear Cossacks, was just thinking how to do it (rather shy work
without my own Huzy and Baby).

I am glad that the Home Manufactures Committee has now understood what
they must do, Naumov talked just now long with me — Witte helps him
much — that man is a real pearl and is my right hand in everything, and
V. P. Shn"ider gives useful advice and they want to unite it with the Supreme
Council. Excuse my finishing in pencil, no more ink in the pen and I must
quickly finish (and am on the balkony.) We shall interest the governors and
spread it all over the country and for the wounded and then have art and
taste in it like in my School of Popular Artcraft.

Oh Sweety, what a lot one can do, and we women can help so much,
at last all have woken up and are ready to help and work — like th.it we
shall get to know the country, peasants, governments always better and be

in real uni on with all. May God help me in that way to be of some use

to you, Sweetheart. And they are glad to work with me, you helped and set
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all going through giving me the supreme Council and the idnfants' and Mothers
Homey>, all goes together, all for the «people» wh. are our strength and the

devoted souls of Russia. —
Must end now. Cover you with yearning, endless kisses and blessings.

Ever, Nicky mine, yr. very own old

Wify.

No. 298.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 25-th 1916

My own beloved One,

Thank you ever so tenderly for yr. precious letter. What colossal thunder-

storm you must have had, Zhilik also wrote about it. —
How glad I am Martinov will be able to continue his military service.

I enclose a wire I had yesterday fr. Count Keller. —
Thank God the news is good and you are contented. All that lie here

are craving to get back. In the (iNovoye Vremyay> of June 24 th there is an

article (.(.Armor-cladiy wh. describes the heroes who lies in our hospital — only

he did not like how it was written, found one spoke too much of him and
little of his officers and men who were splendid. Siro-Boyarsky, — he has got

all the decorations one can have and one asked for him to get the 2 cross

now for entering Lutsk first and how he continued firing, fallen under the

bridge, lying on his dead comrade etc. — but they say its against the rules,

he being too young (I don't understand there being rules for heroes.) — Were
at the Deum and then saw the splendid Sotnia — said good morning, con-

gratulated them for their safe return and gave all my hand and spoke to some
with 3 crosses. — Colossal heat. Just had a long report with Wltte, my head
quite goes round. Fred, lunched and I send you the enclosed paper, about

a feast Miechen's committee arranges. Why so colossally official — and before

whom do our troops pass, before the German trophies or Miechen ? Please,

say what you wish, am I to assist or not, perhaps I must, else Miechen will

play too great a part, only she has the medal. Tell me what you wish, as

soon as possible please wire, because they awaitr an answer and I don't know what

to say. having no idea how you look upon the whole question. All the 5/. George
knights will be invited one says. — And then later on, off into my Angel
sweet's loving arms. —

Ever blessing and endless kisses, my Nicky sweet, fr. yr. very

Own.

No. 299.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 25-th 191

6

My own sweet One,

I want to begin my letter this evening. Its still uncomfortable holding

the pen — the skin of my finger is all paaling fr. the spirit-compresses I

wore and there are blisters, so I cant well bend my finger. — Lovy, I forgot

to tell you, that I saw the Metropolitan yesterday and we spoke over the
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question of Hermo^en, who is in town since some days and receives reporters etc.

He has no right to be here, as you never gave the permission, he received

it fr. Volzhin and Metropolitan Vladimir in whose Kiev house he is living.

Several papers speak about him, the uNovoye Vremjan writes that the disgraced
bishop will probably soon be named to Astrakhan and in the same place they

say the Synod allowed him to come. Sturmer also by chance heard of it and
was displeased, so 1 asked the Metr. to go to Sturmer fr. me and beg him
in his own name to tell Volzhin, that he cannot trouble you upon this subject,

but that he finds it not at all proper, nor the moment for Hermogen to be
here as one cannot forget, why you had him sent away and that stories may
arise again ; especially now all such things must be avoided — they chose
the moment Gregory is away. That he lived already some days here and it

was kept a secret even fr. Sturmer, to whom the police ought to have
told it at once — is strange. I only write all this, in case you hear about
it — he must be sent back to his place and I hope Sturmer told Volzhin, — you
ask Sturmer. As long as Volzhin remains, things wont ever work, he is quite

unfit for this place, is a handsome man of the world and works exclusively with

Vladimir. On Monday I receive Z^a/Vi' (brother of the Dr., son of old Metr: Paladi)
— a professor I believe — an excellent man, knowing the Church by heart

since his childhood. Write down to ask Sturmer about him, he found him very

good indeed (his looks certainly not like Volzhin and wears a wig) — you
probably know him — has the ladies high school under him, and when there were
rows in all the schools and universities, his girls behaved beautifully. It

interests me to see him as he is so well versed in everything concerning our

Church. Please, remember to speak about him to Sturmer. —
26-th.

No, what a heat! Thank you my Angel over and over again for yr. sweet

letter. I am so glad my long letter did not bore you and that you agree with

all. — Sandro L. lunched — he leaves to morrow to take over his regiment near

Riga. — He has much improved, become so quiet and eyes too less nervous. —
Poor Olga and Tatiana have gone off to town, Ania off to Terioki with Becker
probably on the way. The little ones are in the hospital and I shall meet

them and take them for a drive. — Well Lovy, if we go on the 3-rd to

town, wh. I think wld. be right as its such a big military thing — who
takes the review — who says good-morning, who thanks — without you I

cannot imagine how things are done. —
Paul has wired for his wife not to come to him for his names day, wh.

means the guard will probably move then. —
Had the dentist fr. 5— 7 and to day again, odious in the heat. —
Must end now — what joy if we soon meet — tell me about A. Can

I bring het extra with me, as our Friend wanted it so much, she too wld.

bring blessing for the troops as, He says, Wify does when goes there. —
God bless and protect you. Kisses without end fr. yr. own old

roasting

Sunny.
Thanks, my Angel, for the sweet pansy.
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No. 300.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 27-th 19 16

My own sweet Angel,

I thank you very tenderly for yr. precious letter — such an intense joy

to hear from you, its my recompense after working in the hospital. Pss. Gedr,
returned with her wounded. She worked three days in a front unit, where there

was no surgeon (just left) — made 30 operations, lots of trepanning; saw my
poor dear Siberians. —

Apraxin lunched with us, told many interesting things, been with my
supply trains, was at Lutsk, Czernowitzy, returns there soon again. Then saw
Senator Krivtsov — oh, what a rottenly affected man he is with sweet phrases
— makes me sick every time. Raiev made me an excellent impression. —
Then Col. Domashevsky, my e.x page, happy to have seen you. Now my brain

is utterly gaga. Going to hear the artillery balalaikt (guitars) in our hospital

— they leave Wednesday for Lutsk — then dentist. No brains for writing —
and so awfully hot — quite ramolie. — Once more I ask about this tiresome

trophy exhibition ceremony — why is it so official — ask Fred, and Minister

of war about it. If we dont go, does it matter that Miechen does all ? Only
wire — don't go — or — better go to it, so as to be quite sure, please answer
at once. — Shall think of you much to-morrow. Be energetic, lovy mine. —

Cannot write any more. Kisses without end.

Ever, Sunshine mine, yr. very own old

Girly.

God bless and protect you. — Hope, Baby's arm not too bad. —

No. 301.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 28-th 191

6

My own beloved Angel,

Such tender thanks for yr. very dear letter. Poor one, so sad you have
to see all those Ministers in this great heat. — In the distance there is a
thunderstorm. We had awfully much to do in the hospital, I did the 11

new ones, who are very heavily wounded. The dentist every day is madning —
I hope to finish to-morrow. Emma and Nini came to tea and then they leave

for the country. Ania sends you both radishes, wh. her wounded planted.

Hermogen has left. — Certainly Zhilik must have a rest — does he think

Mr. Gibbs ought to go in his stead not for lessons, but to read more to Baby
and to give him the chance of speaking more English. Please, ask him, and
if he thinks it good, he can tell, write it to Peter Vassilievitch, or should Peter
Vassilievitch come for a time, please, speak it over with Zhilik.

It will be lovely to come there — Becker will be about the 3-rd, so

as to be the 11 -th with you.

I must end now. Goodbye my love, my Sweetheart, whom I yearn after.

God bless and protect you.

Endless kisses and passionately loving ones fr. yr. very

Own.
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No. 302.

Tsarskoje Selo, June 29-th 1916

My own Sweetheart,

Warmest thanks for yr. dear letter. Glad, all went off well at the sitting,

judging by yr. wire — it was dear of you still having written.

We went to the hospital Church for service and then did our work.

Isa lunched — now a Colonel comes to her about this odious holiday — we
take tea at Miechens and she is sure to speak about it too — I wont answer

till yr. wired answer comes. I have told I. to ask details — because, if Miechen
intends playing a part, its better we 5 go — because of the St. George kniglUs

who will all be there. Think it over again with Fred. Will you? Its only

because of Miechen. Am as usual in a beastly hurry, as people are waiting

to be received.

1 send you a paper about Zhuk; Ania and Loman very much beg for

him and he deserves this — write a resolution on it, and I can send it then

to be done quicker. Excuse bothering, but they wanted Ania to ask for

him. —
Becker came to Tatiana and me to-day, so kind before time, will be all

the better for journey. — Ania will remain more in the train, not appear

at meals — so we shall have time to be more to ourselves — she for nothing

wishes to disturb, and never asked — our Fr's. wanted. — Lovely weather.

Must end.

I hold you tightly in my loving arms and cover you with kisses. God
bless and protect you yr. very own old Sunny

No. 303.
Tsarskoje Selo, July i-st. 191

6

My own Angel dear.

We had Georgi to lunch — he will be with you on Saturday. Aunt

Olga goes for 10 days to Kit'V, — Motherdear invited her — soon Nicky and .Andrea

arrive. — Had much work this morning, operated upon poor Taube's leg again. —
Said goodbye to our 5 Cossack officers. Shall be to-morrow at 4 at the Deum
before the Feodor. Cathedral — the men on horseback, as they go straight £r.

there to the train. —
Excuse my always bothering you about that beastly feast on Sunday,

but I fear one may think I don't want to come because of German trophies

— Miechen you see goes — and one has gathered over 1000 St. George's

cavaliers to be present. — Nice weather. — I finish with the dentist at

last this evening. — Took tea at Miechens yesterday — most amiable, and

touched absolutely no subjects. —
God grant soon, next week we shall be together — too lovely — not

leave here before the 5-th — for how many days can we remain. I cover you

with yearning kisses and boundless love. Beg yr. pardon for the smudges,

the wind blew the page too — God bless and protect you — yr. very

own old Wify.
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No. 304.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 1st. 1916

My own Darling,

Such endless thanks for yr. dear letter. Zhilik will dine with us and then

shall get news of you all. — Can well imagine how tired yr. poor head must
be fr. all the hard work — so difficult to remember always everything. I

have told Marie to speak with Zborovsky and then we can arrange ail — he
had wanted to go to the Caucasus, I know. — I am glad you take iodine again,

its so good for you from time to time. — Are going to bid our Company
goodbye — there is the Deum before the big palace (so frightening all that

without you). Am glad that need not go on Sunday, and that you have ordered
off the military part of the feast. —

Now we have a little boy of 8 in the hospital, a nephew of Jedigarov, he
lies with the officers, as they begged to have him with them and one big
young hero was laying puzzles with him. « need'ntth —

Taube is getting on nicely, tho' the leg hurts very much. —
Weather changeable to-day. — Ania sends you both radishes again. —

Am sure Baby must feel sad without Zhilik, — that man is a pearl. —
How nice I shall see then Daragan. —
I also had a wire fr. Gregory.
Had letters fr. Victoria and Louise. — The red cross forbids the Germ,

and Austr. sisters fr. inspecting the prisoners on account of the loss of the

second red cross ship — I find it foolish and wont help a bit. — Sweetheart,

goodbye now. I cover you with endless, burning kisses.

God bless and protect you. Ever yr. own old

Sunny.
Old Lolo D. wUl lunch with us to-morrow. —

No. 305.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 2-nd. 19 16

My own Lovebird,

I am writing in my room by lamplight, as there is a colossal thunderstorm
and rain — terrible loud claps as tho' it had struck near by. Pss. Lolo and
Valia lunched — he will bring you this letter. —

Very tenderest thanks to you, my Angel dear, for your beloved letter.

The photos Derevenko did are perfectly dalightful, especially of you both my
sweet Darlings. How big Alexei has grown, no more babies I Ah, howl miss
you both 1 1 The hospital is my real saving and consolation. We have many
heavy wounded, daily operations and much work we want to get through
before leaving. The «.Kakham.-» has come and spent the evening at Ania's

yesterday — to-day she has asked me to spend the evening with her and him
and to hear him tell pretty stories. —
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There, its clearing up. — One begged me to ask for Bezobrazov (chevalier

garde) as the boy is still ill, but his term is up and he wld. have to leave the

regiment unless I get yr. order that he may remain still 2 months, then they

keep him in the regiment. —
Now my Sunshine, Goodbye and God bless and protect you. —
I cover you with very tenderest and warmest kisses.

Ever, Nicky mine, yr. very

Own.

No. 306.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 3-rd 191

6

My own beloved Angel,

Ever such tender thanks for yr. sweetest letter. — God grant we shall

be together by Thursday after luncheon. Wont that be too lovely, at last again

together after 7 long, long, weeks? — We bring P. V. Pctrov with us. —
So the guard moves! N. P. wrote that they were just going off, probably

to Lutsk. So we shall be with you those great days — God almighty help our

troops. Gregory said if I went to you, God wld. again send His blessing to

the army — may it be so. — Staff-Captain Liubimov, com. of Baby's Company
of the Belomorsky Regiment soon leaves our hospital, has never seen Alexei,

so we told him to pass by the Headquarters ask to see Baby through Valia

— he is such a nice little man. There is another I wish you could see — our

hero, I wrote to you already once about him of the armored machine - gun
cars — he has never seen you — thats why canve to our hospital to see us at

least — wld. be nice if he eld. also have passed the Headquarters (26 years

old. staff-captain, father was in the Jap. war; commanded at Poltava the

artillery and died there just before this war began) — Siro-Boyarsky, St.

George's sword, cross all one can have, three times already wounded. May
they pass like that, can I tell him anything (they never asked) — he leaves

now for a week to his mother at Poltava and then returns to St. Petersburg

for business; — if they come to Mofihilev, whom must he ask, so as to be

presented ? One wants to give pleasure to such brave fellows, and you will

listen with interest to all he tells. —
Glorious weather. Ania has gone to Finland for the night. Miechen is

in town feasting with her medal. — I spent yesterday evening at Ania's with

the »Hakham«.'! Very clever, pleasant man — she has quite melted. —
Now must go to the big palace (such a bore)! —
5. ^. Feodorov will be at the Headquarters about July 15.

Every blessing and 1000 kisses fr. yr. own old

Wify.

Shall come to you and leave Becker behind!
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No. 307.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 4-th. 19 16

My own Sweetheart,

Fondest thanks for yr. precious letter. Petia lunched and send his very

tenderest love and good wishes for success. —
There was a thunderstorm. — Now we are bringing Silaiev with us —

you will think me crazy, but I thought it b^st he should present himself to

you and tell you all the details about the Dr's opinion, as it needs a long

treatment still and he does not know what to do about the regiment, poor man.

Writing up and down takes so long, and like this it is simplest you talk it

over together and give him yr. orders. — The operation hernial rupture of

Yedigarov's 8 year old nephew went off well — now I am going to the

hospital to see the men, as many of my 21-st reg. have been brought. —
Ania's Raduta (refugee, nurse) marries her sanitary and they have a feast in

the hospital. —
There is nothing you wish me to bring you ?

Shurik and Victor Erastovitch take tea with us. —
Now must end. Cover you with tender kisses and blessings

Ever yr. very, very

Own.

To you and Baby each a cornflower. Saw Vera Volkova who came for a

few weeks and now returns to England.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 5-th. 191

6

No. 308.

My very Own,

Such loving thanks for yr. last dear letter. To-day 7 weeks that we
separated — it was a Tuesday. The heat is tremendous, I am perspiring and

broiling. — Thanks so much about the officers, they will be wild with joy,

all the more so, because they did not dare ask; — they will come whilst we
are there so as to feel less shy. —

Groups were taken in the hospital to-day. — Nastinka has fallen ill, so

we bring Isa, who is overjoyed. —
Sturmer comes to-day, and still others to receive. — What joy to feel

I shall soon have you in my loving old arms again. —
Excuse rotten letter, but am ramolie and in a haste. —
God bless and protect you. I cover you with kisses.

Ever yr. very own old

Sunny.

Dediulin came to say goodbye, the regiment has sent for him. —
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No. 309.

Imperial Headquarter, 12-th July 191 6

My own Beloved,

Again goodbye, but thank God not for long — but nevertheless I hate

leaving you and Sunbeam. Its s lonely without you and knowing yr. hard
work and dreary life, makes it very sad. Thanks my Angel, for having let

me be with yuu. for having sent for , it was a joy and gives strength again

to continue. We have enjoyed our holiday and go now back to our work.

Thursday morning straight to dressings and then to receive the German and
Austrian Sisters (I don't look forward to that). — She has wired to Our
Friend about the weather and I hope God will bless the front with Sunshine.

Please, wire this evening how Tiny's temp, is and to-morrow morning. We
reach Tsarskoje Selo to-morrow evening at 8. —

Farewell, my Sunshine, my Love. I fear our visit was too fidgeting for

you, so much running about and still yr. work to be done. I shall remember
every caress with yearned longing.

God bless and protect you, give you strength, courage, success.

I cover you with endless, burning kisses,

Ever yr. very, very

Own.

No. 310.

Moghilev, July 12-th 191

6

Lovy my Angel,

I have asked Ania to drop these papers for you to g^ve Alexeiev to read

and then to return me the Report, the telegram I dont need as have another.

What rainl

Do hope my Baby is alright, they let know he woke up and went to sleep

again, hope the night was good — do say they are to let me know as soon

as he wakes up, the temp. etc. then I can come up earlier to sit with him.

I hope i;s nothing and a good sleep will set the sweet child to rights again. —
I cover you both with kisses yr. own old

Wify.

No. 31 1.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 14 th 191 6

My own beloved, precious One,

Such endless joy to receive yr. d:.-\r letter and I thank you for it with

all my fondly loving old heart. Sweetums, every tender word of yours is my
greatest, deepest joy and I carry it dsep in my heart and live by it. Se^ms
a dream, our journey. Had to relate heaps in th2 hospital, all full of interest

and wanting to know everything. — The weather is very warm and a divine
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breeze, so that we are going for a drive. Just receive 6 German and 5 Austrian

sisters — real ladies, nothing like our bad selection, wh. was sent. — They
brought me letters fr. home and Irene and all s2nJ you their love. You must
excuse a stupid letter, but am slightly cretinised. —

Went early to bed and enjoyed a bath. — Lovy, do say about Sukhomlinov
being let home, the Drs. fear he will go mad if kept shut up any longer —

•

do this act of kindness of your own sweet self. — My Siberians were so happy
over Sergeiev's telegr. that they had succeeded again. —

I am so glad you took us everywhere, now we know how and where you
spend your afternoons. —

Beloved Angel, now Goodbye and God bless and keep you. —
I cover you whit endless burning kisses and live in the past.

Ever yr. very, very

Own.

No. 312.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 15-th 191

6

My own beloved Darling,

Very fondest thanks for yr. dear letter. — All my thoughts & prayers are

with you and our dear troops — God help & send success — it will be very

hard for them I fear, if you get news — let me know, feel so an.xious. —
Weather fine, not too hot & now even grey, in the evening there were

only 9 degrees. — To-morrow is Ania's birthday, please wire to her, if in

the evening then to Terhki, Estate of Mikhailov. She leaves for there at 4
to-morrow & spends the night with her parents.

I saw Maximovitch this morning ^ I am glad the old man goes on leave

again, it will freshen him up, as I found him pale, thin & not looking well. —
How is Grigoriev's health ? Derevenko sends you photos, he took on the

river. —
The bedroom is so empty & big after the train 1 1 — Sweet Angel, soon

we shall be back again with you & I long for your caresses & kisses. —
I have got to receive three officers now, who are returning to the front.

Have nothing interesting to tell you. —
Goodbye Sweetheart, God .Almighty bless and protect you; I cover you

with fond kisses & remain,

yr. very own old

Wify.

My compliments to Alexeiev. All were wonderfully kind & amiable to

Ania. —
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No. 313.

My very own Treasure,

Tsarskoje Selo, July i6th 19 16

Warmest thanks for yr. sweet letter. Let me congratulate you with all my
heart for the good news — what a surprisa it was when Rita announced it to

us this morning in the hospital — I had not had time to read the papers.

Brodi taken — how lucky — the straight line for Lemberg & the break through
begun — the good is coming, as our Friend had said. I am s happy for

you — a great consolation & recompense after all yr. anxiety & hard prepara-

tory work I And how are the losses? Heart & soul are with you out there! —
Thats right you let Nicky spsak himself out, it will have quietened him

& I really think the other powers do not act fairly towards Greece, tho' its

a rotten country. —
Heavy air, the rain did good, a tiny shower — good luck for Ania —

she is 32 to-day. She begs yr. excuse for blotching her letter — now she is

off to Finland till to-morrow evening. —
I have Witte's report at 5V2 & to-morrow Sturmer, whom I must speak

seriously to about the new ministers — alas, that Makarov has been chosen

(again a man against yr. poor old wify & that brings no luck) & I must have

our Friend guaranteed against them & Pitirim too. Volzhin does act s

wrongly — Pitirim chooses the man to be at the head of his Church & Volzhin

forbids it — he has n right to do so. —
Goodbye my One & All, my Huzy Love, my precious Sunshine. I bless

& kiss you without end in fond & deep devotion. Yr. very

Own.

N0.314.
Tsarskoje Selo, July 17-th 191

6

My very own Lovebird,

A kiss for yr. dear card I received to-day. So the guard has already

taken part — Taube was very much interested to know about it. The amount
of prisoners taken again is indeed splendid. — Darling, can you please let

me know where my Siberians are just now, as one of my officers returns to

them in a few days & does not know where to go & one looses so much time

looking for one's regiment & I thought you might know — can you ? —
We have just christened Loman's grandson, a splendid baby — old Sirotinin

6c I were the godparents. — Its pouring cats & dogs, so we shall be good &
go to some hospital. In the morning we went to the lower hospital Church &
then worked. Yesterday to the Feodor. Cathedral & evening in the hospital. —

I wonder how the weather is along the front. The glass has fallen a

good bit. — Had a long letter fr. Olga, says Molherdear is well, in good
spirits & enjoys herself at Kisv & does not speak about leaving; she sees her

but rarely & works very hard since 3 months. In 3 or 4 days her friend goes

back to the front Sc she thinks of it already with despair. He came for her
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Namesday — he was somewhere with the horses the last 2 months. — How
the papers are down upon Sazonov, it must be very unpleasant for him, after

imagining he was worth so much, poor long nose. —
Now, my Sunshine, goodbye & God bless & protect you & keep you from

all harm.
Ever yr. very own old

Sunny.

No. 315.
Tsarskoje Selo, July 18-th 191

6

My own Angel dear,

Every tender thanks for yr. sweet letter. To-morrow already 2 years of

the war — terrible to think. As its St. Seraphim's day too, we shall have

service in the little Church below. — Yesterday evening Kirill came with

the 2 telegr. I copied out for you — because ^. P. told him' I always wished

to know all about them. —
We read them with great emotion. — Wonder, who the 16 men are who

were killed — thank God no great losses. — Generally kindly let me know
whenever you get lists of deaths & wounded — because the families all telephone

for news fr. me. Several of our trains are down there — lots of 4-th rifle

officers are wounded. One waits with such anxiety I
—

Just had Apraxin — I told him he might pass by the Headquarters

soon, to see the different Generals with whom he, Mekk 8c I have to do! —
Many showers to-day. Sorry cant write any more. We went to A. Olga

yesterday, she was very dear — asked after you. —
God bless & project you. Ever such fondest kisses, my own Sunshine —

yr. very

Own.

No. 316.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 19-th 19 16

My own Beloved, •

All my thoughts and very tenderest prayers were with you this morning
in our Pestcherny chapel. We ordered a service below for ourselves & after-

wards there was in the big Church & Cross Procession. & feasting & lunch in

the Childrens' hospital. We had fewer dressings to-day. Your messenger came
late — fondest thanks for yr. dear card, my Sweetheart.

Again quite cold, only 8 degrees & showers from time to time. — Sturmer

spoke with me about the Polish question — one must inded be very prudent —
you know, I like Zamoisky, but know he is an intriguer, so one must well weigh

over this serious question. —
I deeply regret one made you rename Metrop. Wladimir for the summer

session of the Synod — it ought to have been Pitirim. Wladimir belongs to

K^iev & has only been a week there in all these months. He harms ours in
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everything, — not one thing can Pltirim do in his own town, for everything Wlad.
must be asked, so that the clergy don't k.iow whj is tnj master, & its very

unfair towards him. The other metrop. had the tact of remaining at Kiev more
— one ought to do something for this poor one. — Now I must end. Heart

& soul with you. —' 2 years tliis awful war I God bless & help you. looo fond

kisses fr. yr. own old

Wify.

No. 317.

Sweetheart mine,

Tsarskoje Selo, July 20-th 191

6

Fondest thanks for yr. dear letter. I saw Vladimir NikolaievUch yester-

day & was glad to get news of you all. He thinks of quietly remaining here,

as there is much work in the hospitals & we are daily expecting new trains.

Cold & grey weather, tho* the glass is rising — reminds me of autumn,

we dine in coats — because its dull indoors. — Olga & Tatiana have gone
to town for donations. Nicky has asked to see me, so shall probably tomorrow,
if he is not with Sturmer — Saw Voyeikov who stank of cigars & is full of his

millions & constructions & selfsure as always — absolutely positive the war

will be over by Nov. & in Aug. now the bsgin of the end — he aggravates-

me & I told him God alone knows when the end will be & many have said

it wld. be Nov. but I doubt it — in any case its unwise to be always so cocksure

as he is.

NektUiidov of Stockholm's son has fallen (Preobrajenetz) & the son of

Uncle Mekk — too sad I — Excuse a dull letter, but my head rather aches. Re-

member to wire to Miechen on the 22.

Goodbye, my Angel sweet, my Sunshine & joy. God bless & protect

you. I cover you with tender kisses. Ever yr. very own old

Sunny.

No. 318.
Tsarskoje Selo, July 21st 191

6

My own Treasure

Again grey & cool & the glass is falling — really, where is summer flown

to, we have seen so little of it. — Last night at 10 Anastasia's train arrived

& I Went all over it with her. Heaps of very heavy wounded — they had been

endlessly long on the way.

There were several of her »Caspian« officers. — Arapov's grandson —
the cousin of one we had 2 months before. Soldiers fr. Finland regiments etc.

y>Brlomortzy« a few with many crosses — all fr. the .Austrian front. I gave

medals to the worst of wh. many were going to Pavl )vsk to .Aunt Olga's hospital.

— We want to enlarge our little hospital, so as to bi able to always h.iv- 35
officers — now 6 of them lie in the room we had for the men (where Ania lay).
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We want to build out a wing with a room for 20 men, add a bathroom for

them & rooms for sanitaries — they can do it quickly — last autumn we added
on the large sittingroom. — The men love coming down to us, & its a pilty

not to look after them.

Formerly we worked also in the big house — & this is more comfy.

Viitchkovsky & Danini come this morning with the plans & all are already

deeply interested in it; it has become such a home to all & all the more so,

since we spend the evenings with them. I shall finish this after luncheon, now
must be off to Zriamenje & our work. Thank God, that He has given me the

strength to be of use again; — such consolation in one's work. —
Ever such tender thanks for yr. swaet letter. Our Friend's wire is com-

forting, as this constant rain & cold are sad for July & will make the movement
again impossible. — Nevertheless I am going for a drive as my head is

heavy. I think you better ansv/er Olga's first question, that she ought to write

a nice kind letter to the Pss. as she is so fond of her, & it will hurt less coming
straight fr. her, thanking her for all these year's service, but that now she

will no longer be in need of a lady in waiting & therefore must part with her.

Tho' she remains a Grand Duchess, she may at times need a lady — she

wont wish to appear at official occasions, but still there may be moments after

the war, & when our Children marry & so forth — then Motherdear must lend

her one — I suppose she of course speaks to her about this question — she

ought first of course to ask her advice.

Nicky will come to-morrow to tea, as he is now with Startner. We had
news of Yedigarov, poor boy — fancy, the commander did not wish him to

come to Russia even to find an occupation, but now he is coming. He wld.

not give him yr. squadron, & this has been the great blow, as he ought by

right to have got it.

What can I propose him to do ? Go over to my Crlmeans or what on

earth. What can you council ? —
Now must end. Congratulate you with Motherdear & our big Marie. Re-

member Minny and little Marie P.

God bless you. 1000 burning kisses fr. yr. own, very

No. 319.

Own.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 22-nd 191

6

My own precious One,

There, a downpour again. Such tender thanks, Lovy mine, for your sweet

letter I was so happy to receive. — We had service in the Feodor. Cathedral,

Css. Vorontznva, Css. Benkendorf, Princess Dolgurokova, Mme NUova, Deduilina

& our ladies were there. —
Now I have Velepolsky — I rather dread it, because I feel sure I shan't

quite agree with him — & think wiser one shld. wait a bit, but in any case

not give too great liberties, otherwise when Baby's turn comes he will have
very hard times to go through. —
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Then to M. & A. hospital for a concert — a visit to Miechen — Nicky

to tea, then Sturmer — between that Ania — & the Hospital begging me to

come in the evening & I shld. like to — its the only thing wh. helps me now
you are away. Yet 1 know, A. is sad — tho' she has Alia lying not well in her

house & might naturally sit more with her, I find. Forgive therefore a short

letter, as am in a great hurry & fidgeted (wh. I don't like). —
I cover you with kisses & count the moments till we shall be together.

God bless & protect you & keep you fr. all harm. Always miss & yearn

for you —
Ever yr. very, very

Own.
Shall do my very, very best about the old man. —

Tsarskoje Selo, July 23 st 191

6

No. 320.

My own Lovebird,

From all my heart I thank you for yr. dear letter — yes, I too am eagerly

looking forward to our meeting on Wednesday.
What a nice wire from Tino — I also wrote to him, Nicky begged me

to. He was very contented with his talk with Sturmer. It was a tiring day

yesterday. Church, Velepolsky, — to the Childrens' hospital — to Miechen —
Nicky — Sturmer — till 71/2- A. dined & remained with me till 10 — then to

our hospital. —
Cold, grey & windy. — We have to go to the big palace for a concert

& before want to drive a bit. Are awaiting trains. —
We used to work in the big house & have heaps of men — & this will

be much better near us. — Frederiksy eld. not come to lunch, not being

well. Benkendorf is also still not well. — I am glad you like old. nice Maxi-

movitch. — Now, sweetest Angel, wify's lovebird, I cover you with burning

kisses & remain yr. own old

Sunny.

Ania's goodies will only be ready to-morrow, she begs pardon.

No. 321,

Tsarskoje Selo, July 24-th 19 16

My own beloved Sweetheart,

From all my tender heart I thank you for your sweetest letter. — The

train (I am ramolie) bringing mostly guard officers «& men arrived to-day &
we went over it — 2 sailors were there too — some remained here, others

went on to town. The poor couple Vcrevkin (ex. gov. of Kovno — «Preobrajcni'tZTi>)

came to meet their son's body. Wc had service in the hospital & then Aid dressiniis

— without any doctors, as they were all occupied at an operation of a lady up-
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stairs. — At last! divine weather — our Friend has brought it, He arrived

to town this morning, & I am eagerly looking forward to see Him before

we leave. —
A., I think, is more than grieved I don't take her this time, tho' she does

not say it in words — but He has come & Alia is ill in her house & its

unnecessary this time. I think my going so often to the hospital in the evening

puts her out, but really her sister is there & ill to sit by — & there I forget

the solitude & misery & they warm us all up. —
Grabbe is coming with us, I am delighted, as Nastinka & Ressin are

dull. —
Sweet Angel, goodbye & God bless & protect you. Ever yr. very own

endlessly loving old

Wify.

Thousands of kisses. Am awaiting Becker for the journey — hideous

nuisance 1 —

No. 322.

Tsarskoje Selo, July 25-th 191

5

My own beloved Huzy dear.

Changeable weather — at moments lovely sunshine & then such dark

clouds again. I am in bed this morning as my heart is a good deal enlarged,

I felt it all these days — I overtired myself — so remain quiet today & only

go to A. this evening to see our Friend. — He finds better one shld. not

advance to obstinately as the losses will be too great — one can be patient

without forcing things, as ultimately it will be ours; one can go on madly &
finish the war in 2 months, but then thousands of lives will be sacrificed — &
by patience the end will also be gained & one will spare much blood.

I bring Botkin, as he was anxious to let me go now alone — before

B. its often worse — & then I worried rather much latterly over the nomi-

nation of Makarov & the Polish story — etc. — Endless thanks for yr. precious

letter — this too is my last to you. — Ania wanders about with a long face

& is aggressive — the hospital aggravates her because I so often spend the

evenings there (my rest fr. talks & one needs other faces when the heart

is heavy with anxiety & loneliness — very, very sad without you both & she,

poor soul, does not brighten me up always — I prefer not speaking of the

absent & remembering the past & cry over what cant be — our interests are

different generally — when her sweetheart the Caraim was here and caressed

her — she was splendid. But we get on calmly; & now I don't take her of

course she is, I see, very hurt — forgets her sister is ill in her house &
Gregory is here. —

Now its raining. Got grant in 2 days we shall be together!! 1000 kisses &
blessings fr. yr. longing old

Wify.

We shall lunch in the train? & if heart bad I can dine home too, yes? —
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No. 323.
Tsar's Headquarter, train Aug. 3-rd 191

6

My very own beloved Angel,

Alas, the day of departure has arrived again, but I thank God for this

happy, restful week. Now I can return with new strength to my work and
live upon sweet remembrances of your tender love. Its very hard leaving you
alone to yr. heavy responsability & masses of tiring work — wish I eld. be

of more use to you.

I long to guard you fr. all useless worries & vexations, but often have
myself to come with tiresome papers — but nothing is to be done. — Beloved
One, God Almighty give you wisdom & success — patience for the others

not to hurry obstinately forward & spoil all by useless losses — steadily for-

ward, every step firm & no dashes with retracing again one's steps back-

wards — thats far worse. — If only Alexeiev has taken our Friend's Image in

the right spirit, then God is sure to bless his work with you. Don't fear to

mention Gregory's name to him — thanks to Him that you remained firm &
took over the commandment a year ago, when all were against you, tell him
that & he will understand the wisdom then — & many wonderful escapes to

those he prays for at the war who know Him — not to speak of Baby &
Ania. —

Sweetest One, heart & soul remain with you & all my passionate love.

God bless you & precious Baby hundertfold — shall miss you both horribly

— & you will feel yr. loneliness, alas, again. I cover you with burning,

tender kisses. Sunshine of my life — & remain yr. very own old

Wify.
Sleep well, hold you both tightly in my arms. —

No. 324.

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 4-th 1916
My own sweet Angel,

It is already 10 o'clock, but I want nevertheless to begin my letter to

you tomorrow I shall be so busy. — We travelled alright & my heart behaved
itself; I only took tea with the others, lunch & dinner I had in my compart-

ment — lay the whole time & embroidered, whilst my thoughts were with

you both treasures & I lived over that happy, peaceful week. Alone in my
big empty bedroom, only your cushion to bless & kiss I Lovely moon so

quiet — the weather splendid to-day & not too hot. —
A. spent the evening with us — grown thinner this week, looks tired &

one sees has cried much. Scarcely spoke — only after the children went to bed.

She leaves on Monday with our Fr. & dear Lili for Tobolsk to pray before

the relics of the new Saint. In despair to leave without yr. blessing for

so far, & just when I returned, but He wishes her to go now, finds it the

best moment. —
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He asks whether its true what the papers write that the Slavic war prisoners

will be set free, hopes not true, as wld. be a great fault (do answer this

question). — Is grieved one says Gutchkov & Rodzianko have gone to give

the order to collect copper — if true, says one ought to take the initiative from

them, its not their business. Begs you to be very severe with the generals,

that are at fault. You see, from all sides terrible cries against Bezobrazov arise,

that he let the guard be slaughtered — that Lesh 5 days running gave Bezobrazov

the order to advance & he always put it off & then lost all through his

obstinacy. The wounded rifles & others don't hide their anger.

Ania got a most interesting, but sad letter fr. bJ . P. — writes about

what they did too — but with despair about the Generals — Bezobrazov —
now they know nothing, ordered the guard to advance where the bogs were

known to be impregnable — & told to avoid other bogs where one eld.

quite well pass — says, the worst impression — grieves to make me sad, but

begs her to tell me this. — All here hope you will change Bezobrazov. — I

hoped it fr. the beginning, surely not difficult to find a successor & at

least one who is not as obstinate as a mule. The guard will never forgive

him & wont be pleased you stick up for him, & that he profits as an old

comrade. — Forgive me, but the more I quietly thought all over in the

train what Paul wrote, Dmitri & others said, I honestly find he aught to

leave, & it will be a glorious example of your wisdom. Its yr. special

guard he has thrown sinfully away —
• & he will again disagree with Lesh &

Brussilov — you kindly saved him after the story last year & gave him a glorious

chance wh. he shamefully misused — one cannot act thus unpunished. Let

him suffer & others be saved by this example. Regret, I did not speak more
vehemently at the Headquarters & not to Alexeiev — yr. prestige mil be saved —
one will say you are weak & don't stand up for yr. guard wh. you always

loved — & one can't risk another calamity. The generals know we have

men in Russia still, & don't care about the lives — but these were so beauti-

fully prepared & all — for nothing. I know how it has made you suffer —
but be reasonable, Lovebird — listen to old wify who only thinks of yr. good
& knows this step is the right one. — Let Alexeiev think otherwise — only

better quite put him away, as you said a strong reprimand wld. make him
nervous — do it for yr. brave guard's sake & a 1 1 will thank you for it, they

are too deeply hurt by his rashness in letting all their men be killed.

Ania told our Friend what I said about Sandro's despair & he was very

much put out about it. He had a long talk with Sekretev on the subject &
he says that he has heaps of things one eld. perfectly well use for the

machenery of the aeroplanes. Don't you want to send for him & have a

talk on the subject, or send him to Sandro to talk the question over — it wld.

be in deed lucky if they eld. find a way of making the machenery here. —
Forgive me, if my first letter is already about affairs — but all concerning

the army is so vital to us all & we live for it. —
By the watch I live through all you are doing all day, my own Lovebird.

Only yesterday we were still together & it seems already much longer ago.

Did you remember about putting off the calling in of the young soldiers till
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Sept. 15 if possible, so that they can finish their fieldworks everywhere. — Isa

came to the station but still looks ailing — Trina keeps to her room yet with

a cold. Mme Zizi was there & asked where we came from!!! The Pss. PaleL

was there too — without a veil, but I did not kiss her. — I congratulate

you with the Preobrajensky feast, my one & all. —
5-th Ever such loving thanks for yr. precious letter, Sweetheart. Yes,

the joy of being together is inconceivable & I live on remembrances now.
For you its yet worse, poor Angel dear! —

Again lovely weather — got to sleep after 3. Worked in the hospital,

lots of new faces. Pss. Gedroitz, Taube & Emelianov send touched thanks for

messages. —
I enclose a paper about good Manukhin, — Botkin begs for him again &

Makarov acts not fairly. —
Ania got a wire fr. N. P., — he will be at the Headquarters about the 12-th.

Sweety, I want to go to holy Communion this lent, so think Monday morning,

as this evening is Church, to-morrow morning & evening, Sunday morning &
then I'll order twice more — it will be a great consolation. Ania leaves Mon-
day for — she does not know how long the journey will be. Wont you send

her a card with wishes & blessing for the journey, only then write in time.

— Lovely weather, are lunching on the balkony. —
I receive a lady now & then Mekk & Apraxin who goes to the front at

4 o'clock. — Lovy, you wont forget about the decorations for the wounded
by bombs fr. aeroplanes. A. thanks for the teaglass. — Goodbye now, my
Sunshine, my joy. In thoughts press you tenderly to my heart, cover you
with burning kisses. God bless & protect you & help you in all yr. under-

takings. — Think about Bezobrazov.

Ever, Angel mine, yr. very own
Sunny.

No. 325.

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 6-th 191

6

My very own Sweetheart,

Fondest thanks my Angel for yr. precious letter. Yes, the blessing to be

together is intense, & one feels the longing & missing quite awfully. Ah, your

tender caresses, big sad eyes when we parted haunt me always. It is good

to have a nice time to look forward to again, poor Ania hopes to be back

by then, or the girl can catch us up at the Headquarters, it will refresh her &
then ^. P. will be there & we all once more together. Remember to give

him the yacht, that makes a good reason for his not being out there & he

ought to have it. — Lovely weather again, so shall remain the afternoon on

the balkony. Have 4 officers. Mr. Gibbs & Pr. Golitzin with a report & then

Nicky to see — there eld. not finish, they come one after the other & now the

Feldjager must leave. Nikolasha begs to thank you again ever so much for

everything. —
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Beloved, we had evening service in the Feodor Cathedral & to-night again,

this morning in our Pestcherny Chapel & to-morrow morning in the lower hospital

Church. Hope to go on Monday morning to Holy Communion — heart

& soul I beg yr. pardon my one & all for word or deed by wh. I may have

unwillingly hurt you; — I am so glad to go, long for this moral strength —
one goes through so much & has to give out such a lot. Confession Sunday
evening at lo — perhaps Ania may come too — otherwise I shall be

alone, the girls don't care about going now. — Goodbye, Angel Sweet. I

see our P'riend in her house to-day, you speak about him to Mr. Gibbs. —
I cover you with fondest kisses & bless you over & over again.

Ever yr. very own, deeply loving & longing old

Wify.

As interesting, I told Ania to write out about her Brother for you. —

No. 326.

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 7-th 19 16

My own beloved Angel,

I thank you fr. all my heart for yr. sweet letter — understand its

difficult for you to write when you have so much to do. —
A grey day — rained a little. Saw our Friend yesterday evening in

the little house — sends you these flowers and much love. They leave Tuesday
evening. Ania and I go to confession at 10 and to-morrow morning service at

9 in our Pestcherny Chapel — quite particularly shall pray for you, my one and
all and carry you in my soul. I cover you with tenderest kisses and send you
endless love. —

What news fr. the war ? Pretty quiet ?

Excuse a dull, short letter, but have no time for more. — I send you
the «candles» — what a nuisance you suffer again fr. them. —

Goodbye, my bright Sunshine.

God bless and protect you. Ever yr. very own tenderly loving old

Sunny.

No. 327.
Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 8-th 19 16

My own Beloved,

Warmest thanks, my Angel, for your dear letter. What a nuisance you
have to see so many people. — Colossaly hot to-day and such heavy air --

also a wee breeze— shant drive, prefer remaining quiet. —
It was a great consolation and so calming to go to Holy Communion —

carried you both with me in my innermost soul. Can pray so much better in

our wee Church below. From there went straight to the hospital where they

gave me a glass of tea; and then I did my dressings. The foundation work
of our new wing is getting on nicely — hope it will be ready by the end of
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()ctober. On Wednesday lo-th, will be the second anniversary of our hospital

and all want it awfully to be called His Majesty's own Hospital No. 3. — as

there are for ever confusions between Palace Hospital and Hospital of the

Palace.

Wonder, what you are doing about the guard, — will they keep quiet

now for some time. — Our Friend hopes we wont climb over the Carpathans

and try to take them, as he repeats the losses will be too great again. —
Tchebikin comes to me to arrange about a hospital in the new barracks

of the 3-rd rifle regiment. —
Must end now. Goodbye my beloved Treasure, my one and all, my sun

shine dear; cover you vkith burning kisses.

God bless you.

Ever yr. very own old

Wifv.

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 9-th. 191

6

No. 328.

My own beloved One,

Ever such fond thanks for yr. sweet letter. Shall ask our Friend to pray

quite particularly on the 14-th.— 15-th. to bless the beginning. They leave fr.

town at 7. — Pouring and sun shining, very damp and hot. —
She is sorry she answered yr. wire so officially, but her mother was

there. — Kaufmann is coming to me, as I want them to send an unit out with

our troops to France and Alexeiev agreed to the idea. —
Lovy, I have forgotten what Zelenetzky's place is as aid to Kirill, you

speak with him and think the question over together. — Tchebikin was very

nice yesterday and most willing to help — and so I get another wing still for

Alcxei's hospital (ex Academy). —
Our Friend had a good, long and nice talk with Sturmer — he told hun

to come to me every week. —
Now I must end, Zikov is waiting to see me — always somebody and

have to write in a hurry.

Goodbye, my Treasure Sweet — I cover you with tender, passionate kisses

and remain yr. fondly loving old

Wify.

God bless you.

No. 329.
Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. lo-th. 19 16

My own sweet Angel,

Ever such tender thanks for your dear card. Grey and rather fresh. Go
again to the hospital at 2V2 for the Mass and feasting the 2 year's anniversary

of our hospital. It will be shy work and we do not look forward to it. —
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Got a wire fr. Vologda, they are traveling alright — before leaving, she

begged me to send you her blessing and kisses. —
You will think about sending for Raiev, won't you, to have a good talk

with him. — Shvedov and then Bobrinsky come — every day have people to see.

—

Just had a wire from Sergelev with the names of my wounded Siberian

officers, Aug. i and 8-th, — losses of men hs does not give. Now have to re-

ceive a Dr., who has to do with my «.Infants' and Mother's he went on
an inspection — its spreading well over all Russia. — Am glad Mr. Gibbs gets

on nicely, he was awfully happy to go. —
Don't you think it would be good if I stopped a few hours at Smolensk

to look at some hospitals — and then reach you probably for dinner on the

23-rd? Yes, dear? —
Now I must be off. — God bless you, my Angel, long for you and yr.

caresses. I cover you with tender kisses.

Ever yr. very own old

Girly.

No. 330.

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 11 -th 19 16

My own Sweetheart,

Heartiest thanks for yr. dear letter. I am grateful you are changing Bezo-

brazov, — it wld. have hurt the guard sorely hat he remained, as a 1 1 knew it

was his fault the losses were so great and useless, alas

!

One speaks good of the one brother Dragomirov — God grant he may
be fit for that place and work in harmony with the other Generals. Only they

must have a better intelligence service than he had, he knew next to nothing.

Have not seen Dmitri, yes, I suppose his nerves are again, alas, good for

nothing, its indeed a great pitty. Don't let him go to that lady so often --

such society is his ruin — nothing but flattery and he likes it and then of cour-

se service becomes dull. You must keep him firmer and don't let him be

too free with his tongue either. —
If Fred, is not well enough, I can send for C. Nierod and tell him to

go to Slverskaya and explain all to the old man and find out what must be

done. Only have I to say any date for it to come out, please, answer by wire.

Operation went off well and yesterday's feast too. Now Olga and Tatiana count

as serving in the hospital. — Weather cooler. The girls have been photographed

whole afternoon by Funk, as they needed new ones for giving away to their

committees etc. —
Tender blessings and 1000 kisses fr. yr, old

Own.
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k
No. 331.

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 12-th. 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

Ever such loving thanks for yr. dear letter. I am glad things go well in

the Caucasus. — Yes, its quite good if you have 2 a. d. doing duty a fort-

night & then change them — but keep ^. P. for a bit longer so as to have
a naval one with you & he has nowhere to go for sure; — & for you I am
much quieter, when he is there — one of ours ; & his influence upon Dmitri
is good.

Got news fr. Ania, she sends you a kiss; to-morrow they arrive at

Tobolsk to-day they are on the river. — Weather finer. —
Sorry have nothing of interest to tell you; — have much to do in the

hospital as such heavy cases, & daily operations. —
Irina's Baby is much worse again, lives here with the Grandparents —

Irina at Krasnoye with an <f.anginay> — always ill, poor girl. —
Am sure '. P. must have many interesting things to tell you about the

battles.

Are remaining on the balkony so as to be near in case poor Renshakh
has suddenly to be operated. —

Am sorry my pen produces such antics — they are always capricious

at the beginning. —
Got a long & interesting areporb fr. my Crimcans. It will be a joy to

be together again, tho' just now we are much needed in the hospital. — Good-
bye, my Sunshine. God bless & protect you & help you in all yr. difficulties.

Had an interesting talk with Bobrinsky. —
Cover you with fond & tender, longing kisses —
Ever yr. very own old

Sunny.

No. 332.

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 13-th 191

6

My very own Angel,

Ever such fond thanks for yr. dear letter. I told all about Olga's affair

to Benkendorf, who was going to give it over to Nierod, who after collecting

necessary papers will tell all to the old man. —
Can imagine how interesting all is that N. P. has to tell you I

—
The weather is not very nice & it rained too, so I remain on the balkony

& then go to the big palace.

Dmitri has at last asked to come to tea. —
Sturmcr begged to see me to-morrow. —
Had an operation of one of my young Siberians, & heavy dressings, so

lunched only at ii/j. —
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Thank goodness the Roumanians will at last move — & what are our

movements for the 15-th? —
Benkendorf finds I must give a luncheon for Prince Kanin in September

— a bore during the war, but I suppose necessary. —
Well, are you thinking about BeUaiev as Minister of War — I think it

wld. be after all a wise choice. — Bobrinsky finds things cant work well, whilst

Sturmer has so much to do, he cannot give himself over to one thing properly

& entirely as he ought to & our Friend found the same thing too. —
Now Sweetheart, beloved One, I must end. God bless & protect you. I

kiss you with unending true devotion & love you more than ever.

Yr. very, very

Own.

No. 333.
Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 14-th 19 16

My own Beloved,

Warmest thanks for yr. sweet letter. Well, one hears much good of

Gurko. God grant him success & bless his commandment.
More than ever my thoughts are & will be with you these days, & I

have asked our Friend to remember & pray much. —
I send you my Image back again, I have had a little border & safe ring

made to it. — Also foggy, grey & rather cold, a September day. —
Dmitri took tea with us yesterday — his heart is not in a good state,

moves like mine also therefore of course has at times pains, feels weak &
gets out of breath. He ought to make a cure, as it is only beginning & then

he can be quite cured. — We went to our Pestcherny Chapel this morning. After-

wards we go to the store in the big palace for me to give jetons to all the

workers. —
Irina & Felix take tea. — Shirinsky-Sakhmatov has died — probably he

had cancer — am sorry for his wife. —
Dear Sweetheart, I long for caresses & to show you all my deep, unen-

ding love & devotion — its hard, always being seperatedl

Goodbye & God bless you sweet Sunshine.

I cover you with kisses & remain yr. deeply loving old

Wify.

No. 334.
Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 14-th 191

6

My beloved One,

I have remained at home this evening as am very tired and want to go
to bed at 10 and drink something hot, as am fighting a cold down. The weather

is quite sad, raining and cold and so dark all day. — Went to Alia this after-

393



noon and sat a while with her and her husband, she looks and feels very un-

well, has lost 1 5 pounds since spring. Then I went to Ania's hospital, found
all in good order. Afterwards — to give jetons to 70 people in the big palace.

Irina and Felix took tea — they were quite nice and natural, she very

brown and he looking very thin, short hair and as page looks much better and
holds himself properly. — Then to rest had Sturmer (therefore this big sheet

of paper). If only I can write clearly and properly with a stupid, tired head.
'— Well, to begin with, it was a great blow to him that Beliaiev has been dis-

hnssed, as he had given him the question over about the prisoners whom one
must have for coalmines, etc.: all over the country, and wished him to speak
with the Commanders of armies to arrange with them how many they can
spare etc: — he gave him over this necessary and urgent commission for the

food questions. Now he is no longer in the ministery, not liked by Shuvaiev,
will no longer be able to help him, and he really is a capable man and
works far more than Shuvaiev, who never appears at the Council of Ministers

but sends his representants. I so much hoped you wld. name him minister

of war — is a real gentleman and knows all questions, and a really able man,
tho' Shuvaiev eld. not appreciate him. — We spoke long about the food question

and wondered, whether it wld. not be more advisable to choose a military

man (for example Shuvaiev himself, who eld. manage for sure that question

well as it resembles all he did so well for the Quartermasters Department —
instead of being minister). ALexeiev does not care for Sturmer, has clearly let

other ministers feel this, perhaps because he is a civilian, and a military man
wld. be more welcome. He wld. have to have the rights of Minister, wld.

remain what you named him, at the head of it all, wld. see that all work
together, help the ministers — and you wld. not have to change anything. He
is not tired of the work nor affraid of it, only we thought perhaps you might
prefer a military man to do it. So I said I shld. find out, and in case you

wish to speak it over with Sturmer and please send for him — he does not wish

to bother you and wld. wish the initiave to come fr. you. —
Then about Volzhin he will give him the paper now — and wont you

see Raiev to have a good talk with him and see whether he suits you — I

believe that he, with Zhevakhov as aid wld. really be Godsend for the Church.

If you wish to see him, wire the date to me, without mentioning the name and

Sturmer will let him know. The other candidates I find quite unfit and kno-

wing next to nothing about the church.

When I spoke with Bobrinsky, he also found a special man ought to be

at the head of the food supplies and who wld. have no other thoughts in his

head and only live and think of this. — The old Khvostov comes to present

himself to-morrow.

So sorry to bother you with such a letter, but the old man always feels

relieved, when he can pour out his heart to one and is glad, when I go to the

Headquarters. I daily pray God to help me be of use to you and come with right

advice, our Friend encourages Sturmer to speak with me always, as you are

not here for him to talk over things with. —' I am touched the old man has

confidence in yr. old woman. —
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Why was Beliaiev cleared out ? Does it make it now easier for you to

name him Minister ? —
I got 2 wires fr. Ania with lovely impressions fr. Tobolsk, where she has

prayed for us all. To-night they already leave again, to-morrow are on the

river and i6-th reach Pokrovskoye. I shall finish this letter to-morrow. Sleep

well Sweetheart, beloved Angel, my one and all, my dear patient sufferer. —
My prayers and thoughts are at the front — for sure they begin at 4 in

the morning as usual — God help them and the holy Virgin, whose great feast

it is — may she bless our troops. —
I 5-th. Good morning my own Treasure. Fondest thanks for yr. dear letter I

found upon my return from the hospital. I am sorry you have not such a very

high opinion of Beliaiev, he seems always so exceedingly willing and does

try his best, but I think it has been more than hard for him working under
these 2 last Ministers of war — and he was going to help Sturmer now so

much and he intensely regrets he wont have his help now — Perhaps indc-

pendant he might be alright ? —
I had a letter fr. Olga Evgenievna — you know she is always so grieved

her husband no longer has his »eagles«. Now she read the Commanders of

Military ports (rear or vice-admirals) — order 26/5. 191 6 and of course her

hopes and apetite arose, she begs me only to know this — but I mention
it to you feeling, I must say sure, you cant do anything and Nilov I know
is against him and laugh at the idea of her wanting Papa F. to get the »eaglest<

back again. —
Not nice weather, raining and grey, the sun tried twice to break through

the clouds, but without any success. — We were in our Pestcherny Chapel and
then in the hospital — little work by chance, so had more time to sit and
embroider and then fed some of those who eld. not eat alone. — Tho' I went

early to bed, 10, only got to sleep after 2V2 and woke up for good again at

71/2- — Remaining on my sopha, so as to rest more. —
Now sweet Angel, Goodbye and God bless you. Endless tender kisses fr.

yr. very loving old.

Sumxy,
Poor Pr. Shirinsky-Shakhmatov died. —

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 16-th 191

6

No. 335.

My own truly Beloved,

A big kiss for yr. dear letter. Benkendorf will bring you the papers
about Olga in a few days. It continues pouring, wh. is really depressing. —
Had an operation & many heavy dressings with tears & meanings! —

Saw Maltzev a moment, he says their guns help immensely & the aero-

planes keep away. They are at Lutsk 8c helped at Rezhitsa — he has come for

a few days. — I am sending Marie's train off & have asked the Headquarters
to say where it is to go, quite to the left or to the guards. —
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Siroboyarsky has been sent south, passed the 8-th to the ii-th Armycorps
for whatever place needed.

My Crimeans are not very far fr. Halicz, — Sedov reached them alright. —
I hear Sandro L. intends marrying an awful woman, Ignatiev, born

Coralli, former cocote with a dreadful reputation — her sister is ruining old

Pistolkors for 3 years. I do hope it can be prevented — will only bring the

foolish boy great misery. —
Ania & Lili Den reached Pokrovskoye this night. — Miechen took tea

& was alright, enjoyed her visit to Beiaja Tserkov & to Antoinette (Josef)

Pototzky.

Real summer weather, everybody bathing & in summer dresses. —
Have to go now to the big palace to be photoed with the wounded —

dull. —
Spent the evening in the hospital, lay there also on a sopha so as to

rest more.

Goodbye my Treasure Sweet. God bless & protect you. Very tenderest

kisses fr. yr. own old Girlv

How nice the photos of Alexei with the boys. — So Germany has declared

war to Roumania, I thought as much. Endless kisses lovy.

No. 336.

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 17-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

Warmest thanks for yr. dear letter — can imagine how awfully tired &
weary yr. poor head must be. Sunny will come & freshen her Treasure

up with caresses. God grant we shall be together Monday at 51/a for tea

in the train, yes ? Am yearning for my 2 Beloved ones.

Rain continues, still hope to get out at last if clears up a bit. — Now
La Guiche comes to me. — Am sending Yedigarov off with YakovUv in

Marie's train to-morrow to see if he can manage. If he went to another
regiment he wld. sit on the head of others. — Lady Muriel Paget takes tea

with us this afternoon. Always daily people to see & many reports.

Of course its sad for you about Bezobrazov, but you saved him once,

gave him this beautiful chance — & he was not fit for it — whats to be
done — one cannot keep one & loose thousands because of his obstinacy. —

Yes, send for Sturmer & speak to him about Raiev. — Really I think

Belialev wld. be a good choice & Shuvaiev more capable for the food
question, as he managed the Quartermasters Department well — & Sturmer
remains at the head still, so will watch that the Ministers do what the other

asks. —
Must end now. Cover yr. beloved face with tender kisses & remain yr.

deeply loving old
Wify.

God bless & protect you & help our troops & send success — all

prayers & thoughts with them. —
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No. 337.

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 18-th 191

6

Sweetest Lovebird,

Very tenderest thanks for yr. dear letter. —
Grey weather, but warmer. Do you manage still to lunch out, do hope

so. — Lady Muriel Paget goes out to the guard again, she was there

during the battles and had much to tell — envy her. — Also got a \vire

fr. Tiumen to-day. » bad tree will fall whatever be the axe which cuts it. St.

Nikolas is with you — by his miraculous appearance he always does wonders.«
So glad you are contented with Gurko — is it the one who lay at

us and whom Pss. Gedroitz saved at the Japanese war ?

Worked hard this morning, now must go to the blessing of Olga's wagon,
arranged by Thekla Orlova Davidova. Fancy, poor Petrovsky wrote to Ania
that Sandra had a son in July — not his certainly and he has no idea who
is the father (may be several) and it counts him so to speak as they ar^
not divorced — poor boy, am so sorry for him, he had no idea that she
was expecting — she has been for months in the country. —

Must end now. In four days, God grant!! Of course Becker will catch

me up at the Headquarters, am furious. —
Goodbye my Sunshine, God bless and keep you!

Endless tender kisses fr. yr. very

Own.

No. 338.

My own Treasure,

Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 19-th 19 16

Always in a hurry. Fondest thanks for yr. dear letter. Glad you are
over yr. conversation with Bezobrazov. — Just had a good talk with Zhilik
about Baby's lessons and ideas I have and he is writing them to Mr. Gibbs. We
bring Ania with us. — Then I had Sekretev — a long and interesting talk

— so grateful to you for having saved him in Polivanov's time, a young
general of 38, so energetic — we spoke about the aviation question — that

I'll all tell you when we meet. — Frederiksy asked himself to come to-day
to tea.

Now I must fly to the red cross — then Pr. Golitzin. — Great
grief for. many over Beliaiev's demission — for me and Viltchkovsky B.
did everything so quickly and through Rostov, too and never made diffi-

culties. —
To-morrow Sturmer asked to see me. — I thought you wld. send for

him. Must end. Excuse untidy flying writing.

God bless you — endless kisses fr. yr. own old

Sunny.
In 3 days 1 1

1
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No. 339.
Tsarskoje Selo, Aug. 20-th 191 6

My own Beloved,

This is my last letter and again written in flying haste — the confusion

of the last day. Fondest thanks for yr. dear letter . What joy if we are

going to enjoy sunshine and warmth — we only have rain, its pouring since

the morning and the leaves are turning yellow. Had a lot to do in the

hospital, then Mme Zizi lunched and Dmitri, has asked to come to tea. Bezo-

brazov came and talked much — I shall repeat all to you. — Poor Masha
Stenbok has died, I regret it for the poor lovely Orlov boys — she managed
well for them and I fear for Alexei without her to keep him fr. a foolish

marriage. Now Sturmer comes — then must put my things together and
arrange some paper, say goodbye to Alia to whom I go every second day
and who also looks upon me as a second mother. My «Children» augment
and so many like to pour out their hearts to old me. —

Thanks God for the good news, oh how lovely it is and now the 23-rd

comes I

Am bringing Botkin as 5. P. goes away. — Of course beastly Becker
is coming — awful nuisance spoils everything. Feel rather rotten to-day and
look forward to my »rest« with you. Sweetheart. —

Endless kisses and blessings

Ever yr. very, very

Own.
Poor Liza Rebinder (Kutaissov) died. —

No. 340.

Tsar's Headquarters, Sept. 4-th 1916

My own beloved Sweetheart,

Its horribly hard leaving you my both treasures again, tho" we were
2 weeks together, its never enough for loving hearts. And above all at

such time when you have such a terrible load to carry upon your poor, dear

shoulders. Could I but help you more — I pray so hard for God to give

me wisdom & understanding so as to be a real help for you in every way;
& to advise you always rightly. Oh, my Angel — God will send better days,

luck & success to our brave troops — may He enlighten the Chiefs that

they should leed them right & wisely. — You will be having the ministers

now & speak on energetically to them — they do try, are only so slow &
heavy to move. —

Only my Sunshine — please, I entreat you — do not hurry with the

Polish affair — dont let others push you to do it until we get over the frontier

— I fully trust in our Friends wisdom endowed by God, to council what is

right for you & our country — He sees far ahead & therefore His judgement
can be relied upon. — Your loneliness will be great — «& so dixll — no real
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friend near you — shall be quieter when ^. P. returns again — he

is one of ours, blessed by our Friend to be of use to you — & now he has

learned & seen much in these months. —
What shall I do without yr. caresses & beautiful love! I thank you

over & over again for all & for this holiday — shall live upon sweet remem-
brances. Keep well. God bless you. Cover you with endless, burning kisses

& hold you tightly in my arms.

Ever Sweetheart, yr. very own old

Wify.

No. 341.

Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 6-th 191

6

My own beloved Angel dear,

I was intensely happy to receive your dear long letter & kiss &
thank you for it over & over again. Oh, my Love, how I miss you, so

empty here — but notwithstanding I slept like dead beat & did not wake
up once in the night, wh. for me is a more than rare thing. A bright, sunny
day — the leaves are so yellow & red — quite autumn — a great difference

in these 2 weeks. Found our wounded all much better. Placed our candles

at Znamenje & then did our work.

Taube & Pss. Gedroitz thank very much for yr. messages. — Paul has

already asked to come to tea. Colonel Maltzev is coming now as wants to

see me before returning to Lutsk. Saw Yedigarov, who went with Marie's

train for a trial. He wants to get service now in Persia where is beingi

formed a cavalry unit — against the Turkish gendarms or something like

that — & I shall try & help arranging it for him. — Long talk with Viltch-

kovsky — affairs — & Isa to lunch as her ||jrthday & now feel quite

stupid in my head already.

Poor Countess Renshakht Rit came yesterday — holds herself very bravely,

& then Ania. She showed me our Friend's wire to you. He says from to-day

on the news will be better. The Image in the Monastery to wh. I several

times went (He knows it, years ago prayed there when He walked all over

Russia) ; says its a very miraculous one & will save Russia. — Do go to it

once, its so close to the house — & the Virgin has such a sweet face. —
He spoke with Raiev over an hour, — says he is a real God's send, &
spoke so well about all Church questions & in such a spiritual way. —
Is sad that heaps of people write nasty letters against him, Gregory, to

Alexeiev. — We traveled well, it was so cosy having ^V. P. with us &
reminded one of the Headquarters so much. — Had good long talks about

all the serious questions. He is so grateful to you for all yr. great kindness

to him. — Lovy dear, please dont let them present Mme Soldatenko to

you — you remember I told you I had the conviction Grabbe wants to do
it. And fancy that nasty man had the idiocy of telling Nini his friend, that

he hoped I wld. not be going now to the Headquarters so as to get you
acquainted with her & that she might become yr. mistress. What a vile,
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low thing to say — she was furious & gave it him nicely. (Thats, no doubt,

why he gives you these exciting books to read.) Don't repeat this to him,

but keep her away — she tried to get Isa to come to her, but she thanked)

& refused. Her reputation is very bad — '. P. knows with whom she »lived«

before — this is her second husband — & he said he wld. not set his foot

in her house. She tries to catch the grd. Dukes & suite — to play a part

— I saw how she looked up at their . & found it strange she stood below
when we passed — i I told you then I felt sure they want to get her presented.

— Its a dirty, mean thing of Grabbe, when we are so kind to him. —, I should

not have allowed her to remain living there — its a bad ton at the Head/-

quarters & will give rise to talks. To-day at the cynema she is sure to

turn up again. — Excuse my writing all this but I want you to take care

of Grabbe. Another thing he said to Ressin (know all this fr. Ania) that

Voyeikov will be leaving & that one will propose his place to Grabbe who
will refuse & then to Ressin & he begs him to accept, & he said he certainly

wld. not, because he knows one wld. never propose it to him — this astonished

Grabbe greatly. — Must hold him in hand — he plays the fool & is amusing
with the Children, not clever but sly & not »clean minded«. — Forgive change
of pen, but the other needs refilling — I have 2 such pens, only this one
is thicker. — It was good having some cosy, calm talks in my compartment
— only too little, on account of the boys. I live on the remembrances Sr

thank God He lets us meet — 4 months is a very long time to be away. —
Me too kisses 00 sweet letters & reread them with a yearning heart. —
Its cosy living in the train, I like it. But with joy I took my bath last

night. — You know Pustov. is one of the men of yr. staff I like best —
such kind, honest straightforward eyes. — Thank God, news better. Our-

Friend wld. have liked if we had taken the Roumanian troops in hand to be

surer of them. — We are going to drive.

Sad, already autumn before we scarcely had any summer here. — Must
end. I send you some photos I did. — Love to Dmitri & Igor. — I bless

& kiss you without end, long to feel yr. tender arms around me & kiss yr.

sweet lips.

God be with you, Nicky mine. Ever yr. very own old

Sunny.

No. 342.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 7 th 1916

My own sweet Angel,

Thank you from the depths of my heart for yr. beloved letter. I cover

you with kisses for it, Lovy. —
Here one is always in a hurry. From the hospital to the funeral hymns

of poor little Zolotarev. — Hi5 sisters remind one of him. His horse followed

in the procession — «S: the men of his squad stood watching on crutches —
so pathetic. — Then Silaiev & Raftopulo to lunch. The Prof, is very much
against his returning to the front & spoiling his health completely — he
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agrees its unwise — but he wants to try & put order in the regiment &
clear away bad elements. If you wld. let him try that & then say you will

keep him in the suite, that wld. be best of course. His heart is in a bad
state & he is so weak & unfit. He leaves to-morrow for the Headquarters.
To my mind he wont stand it above a few days at the front. He can be of

use to you always & such a perfect pure man, as one rarely finds — but no
health, alas, any more; & so worried. —

Then I received officers — Kazakevitch too, who needs still treatment

& hopes later to get service in the south. — Ania has just come & sends

much love. — Sturmer comes at 51/2 & I see our Fr. in the evening. —
Tatiana worked for me & I sat & looked on, as must take care of my
heart. — N . P. was with our Friend & He was contented with him &
that through suffering had quite come back to Him & God. — Baby wrote

a sweet French letter all alone, too nice; — I send him his money. —
I send you a petition of the widow of Sauvage — he died at the war

— she is a nice woman, very poor, has two big daughters & asks for a bigger
pension. —

The other 2 petitions are fr. a poor official who asks his son to be
put into a cadetcorps.

Your dear letters are my joy — miss you oh, so, so much Sweetheart I
—

Now must end, beloved Angel. — Ah yes, I had Paul for tea & a longi

talk. Well, I think he will really be of use & has quite sound ideas. —
Seems again losses amongst our sailors, & a young officer (we dont

know) wounded through the mouth. Do wish they wld. take them back,

they are much to good to be wasted like that. —
Olga has a committee this evening. —
God bless & protect you. Remember wify to-morrow, Sept. 8-th —

my day. —
If not too tired shall try & go to Church this evening. Very, very

fondest endless kisses & boundless love, my Own,

Fr. yr. little

Simny.
My love to Dmitri & Igor. —

No. 343.
Tsarskofe Selo, Sept. 7-th 19 16

My own Sweetheart,

Tho' I am very tired I must begin my letter this evening, so as

not to forget what our Friend told me. I gave yr. message & He sends

His love & says not to worry, all will be right. — I told Him my conver-

sation with Sturmer, who says KUntovltch must absolutely be sent away (he

becomes senator) & then old Khvostov will go, as he cannot get along

without him. Khvostov is nervous & feels ill (I know he dislikes Sturmer
& so does K.llinovUch, who is a bad man, hates our Friend & yet comes to
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him pretending & cringing before him). Now Sturmer wants to propose

this Pr. Obolensky fr. Kursk—Kharkov (before that at the old Headquarters

with NikolashaH), now works at the food-question, to become minister of the

Interior, but Gregory begs you earnestly to name Protopopov there. You
know him & had such a good impression of him — happens to be of the

Duma (is not left) & so will know how to be with them. Those rotten

people came together & want RodzLanko to go to you and ask you to change

all the ministers & take their candidates — impertinent brutes.

I think you could not do better than name him. Poor Orlov was a

great friend of his — I think Maximovitch knows him well. He likes our

Friend since at least 4 years & that says much for a man — & this Obolensky
is sure to be again of the other clan. — I don't know him, but I believe

in our Friend's wisdom & guidance. He is sad you never come here — yr.

presence is also needed here, even if only for 2 days, unexpectedly, they,

will all feel the Master has come to have a look. It would have been lovely,

& not difficult for a flying visit & make people happy. — I told Him
that Sturmer spoke to me about announcing officially about Constantin: — you

know what you said to Georgi. He also thinks it wld. be good as it

binds France & England before the whole of Russia & then they must keep

their word after. — About Poland He begs you to wait, Sturmer too; only

not before we cross the frontier — do listen to Him who only wants yr.

good & whom God has given more insight, wisdom & enlightenment than all

the military put together. His love for you & Russia is so intense & God
has sent Him to be yr. help & guide & prays so hard for you. —

I told Sturmer again about having the paper about the money given

to the Union to be printed — you told it him long ago — he said the

ministers were looking it through — you remind him again. So as not to

forget write out — or no, here I shall write out for you to remember, when
you have him on Saturday. —

Our Friend finds it excellent to send out units with priests or monks
fr. all the different monasteries — to be in the front hospitals & go out &
burry our poor dead, where the regimental priests have no time — I shall

speak to Raiev to-morrow. —
I must go to sleep now, its after 12 & I am very tired. Rested fr. 6—

7

& then went to Church. — Goodnight & sleep well, my Pet — think of

you so constantly — so empty 8c quiet here. 4 months we have not slept

together — even more. —
Bless you, Lovebird, God give me strength to be yr. help & find the

right words to give over everything rightly & to persuade you as our Friend

& God would wish.

8-th My day. — Thank you my Huzy sweet for your precious letter.

Such joy to hear fr. you. — That new Admiral, is he not the one Fillimorc

appreciates so much ? God grant him success — one does need energetic

ones & poor Kanin's ill health no doubt made him less capable latterly. —
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Just saw Benkendorf about the Japanese. — The girls have gone driving

with Irina & I take the others & Ania. —
Now must end. God bless you my Life & joy. —
I cover you with kisses & remain yr. own old

Wify.

No. 344.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 9-th 191

6

My very Own,

Warmest thanks my own Sweetheart for your so sweet letter. — Went
to Znamenje for half an hour to the hospital & then to town with Isa &
(.A.nia) to see poor Css. Hendrikov, who is quite dying — utterly unconscious,

but I remembered she had asked me to come when she wld. die. Inotchka

also just arrived fr. the country looking awfully ill; Nastinka very brave

only cried when I went away. Then I placed candles in the K^zan Cathedral

& prayed for you, my Angel. Back at 1. Lovely, sunny day. Too tired

to go out.

Despairing that the losses of the guard again are so great — but have

they advanced at least. — Paul has not a good impression of K.aledin,

says he never seems sure of success — & that is not a good thing, as then

he is less wise & energetic — wish they wld. spare the guard more. — Dear
Sweetheart, all my tender, tender love & thoughts surroimd you with great

longing & love — hate yr. loneliness.

You know deary, I shld. not have Dmitri & Igor on duty at the same
time, am sure Igor feels he is at a disadvantage then — & notices the difference

of ones treatment with Dmitri & then he comes more silly & his amour
propre suffers. We had ^. P. for tea yesterday — he left for 2 days to

Moscou to see (only) his 2 sisters who had just come there — the widow
with her boys & the youngest sister. — Miechen has gone off for 10 days

to Odessa etc.l

Since Aug. lo-th my Siberians have 43 men killed, 281 wounded,
2 lieutenants killed, 2 wounded & 2 contusioned. — Had Ralev for nearly

an hour — interesting & understanding so well all the necessary questions.

Zhilik's letters about the »hand« are most interesting — can imagine how
excited Babykins was. — A triumphal arch for the Japanese is being erected

in town near the station — seems strange in war-time. —
Ania has begun reading an interesting English novel to me. I spend

the evenings at home, too tired to go to the hospital. — Greek Nicky seems

still to be at Pavlovsk.

Now sweetest of Loves, whom I miss so greatly & long to clasp to

my burning old heart — goodbye. God bless & protect you & help you
in all. A tender kiss fr. yr. old

Sunny.

Please, take Protopopov as minister of the Interior, as he is one of the

Duma, it will make a great effect amongst them & shut their mouths. —
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No. 345.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 10 th 191

6

My own beloved One,

Warmest thanks for yr. dear letter. So sorry I had to bother you
about all those questions, only I wanted to prepare you. Shakhovskoy too

good to be changed, & as Khvostov wants to leave & Protopopov is a

suitable man, Gregory says — had to tell you — & that Pr. Obolensky
would be again of the opposite clan & not a «friend». —

Such a busy day & feel so tired. — Two of my Crimeans came
en passant, & told me about the regiment. — See old Ivanov — then an
(American) unit under Tatiana's protection presents itself — then Gussicv

(the younger one) who returns to the regiment. — Then go to a F^efuge

for Children (Olga's) in the hussar barracks or manege.
Then Pr. GolUzin — & at 8,20 off to town to a funeral service for

Css. Hendrikov, who died this night at 4. —
I enclose a touching wire from old Frederiks — tear it when read.

Thanks for the English papers — don't you and Mr. Gibbs read them?
Baby wrote me his first English letter to-day. — Glorious, sunny day,

orange & yellow leaves glitter beautifully, 1 5 in the sun, but I think, there-

was frost this night. — Sweet Angel mine, always in thoughts with you

& so tenderly. — Cant understand why the guards loose so many & have

such little luck — always worries for you. —
Ania has gone for the night to Terioki. — Must receive now. —
Goodbye & God bless you, my very precious Treasure, Sun of my

life & love. Cover you with fond, burning kisses. — Ever yr. very, very

Own.

No. 346.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 1 1 th 19 16

My own beloved Angel,

Raining & grey. —
Very tender thanks for your precious letter. Lovebird & wire. Shall

arrange then for my 7-th supply train to be sent to the Caucasus as soon

as ready. — Sister Olga's sanitary train (off our section) has been much
bombarded, the officers' wagon quite spoiled & the Apothecary Compartment
much damaged, but nobody, thank God, hurt. — Did not go to Church as

too tired. Then Loman begged me to tell poor priest that his eldest son (the

favorite) had been killed & one had been obliged to leave his body. I had

never had such a task before — he took it as a brave Christian with big

tears rolling down his face I — Then I went to the hospital, made 4 dressings

& sat knitting & talking long to Taube. —
Now have 5 officers to receive, then Mme Zizi, Senator Witte. Were

yesterday evening at the poor Count.ss funeral service — she lies there

with such a peaceful face — at last her long martyrdom has ceased. —
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No, lovy, its my heart I feel & the whole body aches, so, so tired — it

always comes fr. time to whea I have been tiring myself. — Oh, I do
so long for you, my Boysy sweet — so lonely without you!

One hears nothing about the war, only sees by the death announcements
the losses in the guard. —

Shall see Apraxin about my little stores — his wife is expecting her 5-th

baby. — Goodbye now, my one & all, my Treasure dear. I bless you, God
be with you. A thousand tender kisses fr. yr. very own old

Girly.

To-day a week we parted, seems much longer! —

No. 347.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 12-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

Warmest thanks for yr. card. Nice, sunny weather, so after a week
am at last going for a drive. Tatiana Sc Anastasta have gone riding. — Went
late to the hospital as felt too tired. — Just saw Maslov, begs to thank

you ever so much for having made him general & kept him in the Suite

— it came then so unexpectedly & he had no occasion to thank. — To-morrow
is the funeral of the Countess — I think I must get out of it, too tiring —
& yet its unkind not being near poor little Nastinka. —

My Crimeans, son of Emanuel arrived — slight wound, gained at

that last attack of theirs. — I thought of giving the Japanese my photo in

a very big fine frame of Faberge's for his wife — shall I add some Vases

of the fabric (factory) too ?

I think Kirill brought him to lunch to the farm in 1900? — Benken-
dorf tells me Frederiks let him know that Miechen arrives at Livadia 15-th

for 3 days, (what confounded cheek) & we are to send linen, 2 servants

& silver — I strongly protested & said first to find out whether she asked
you — we have no Hotel there — beastly impertinence, needs sitting upon —
can live at Yalta.

Long for you my Sweet Sunshine — cover you with longing, tender

kisses. God bless & protect you.

Ever yr. very own old

Wify.

Perhaps you will send the priest a wire to Elagin. — Nastinka sends

touched thanks. Enclose a letter fr. A. —
What news fr. the front ? So anxious to know. — Goodbye, agoo wee

one. —

No. 348.

Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 13-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

A lovely sunny morning — am only going to the hospital again at 11,

as too tired — Tatiana will dress the wounds for me. — We had '^. P.
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to dinner yesterday — so strange without you — he met all the Japs
in Moscow by chance. —

So it seems you gave the permission to Miechen — hope she asked
you personally — nevertheless, most incorrect she did not wire to me too —
so impertinent. —

Such beautiful weather, that shall go for a little drive with the big
girls. Sturmer has asked to see me to-day & SchuLenburg & then I had
wounded. Saw Benkendarf & then I told him better to invite the relations

who are here, as they be offended if I dont. —
Paul & his boy come to bring me his poetry, wh. now been printed.

— Sent for Botkln & made him give me pills, wh. generally did me good,
as feel so rotten; — therefore the girls wld. not let me go to the Css.

funeral. —
Went to the hospital at ii. — Very, very fondest thanks for yr. precious

letter, Sweetheart. — Glad, all went off well with the Japanese.
You know Misha's wife was at MoghilevH Georgi told Paul he sat

near her at the cynema. Find out where she lived (perhaps wagon) & how
long, & forbid strictly it happening again. —

Paul is sad about the guard's losses — one places them in such
impossible places. Beloved Sweetheart, must end & send this off. —

God bless you — very tenderest kisses fr. yr. old

Wify.
Love to Dmitri. —

No. 349.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 14-th 19 16

My own beloved Angel,

A lovely sunny, fresh morning. I have not gone to Church, as too tired

— was last night for of an hour. Alia lunchss Sc than I receive officers as

usual & in the evening I see our Friend in the little house.

Yesterday had Sturmer & spoke alright — I begged him quickly to

change Obolensky, otherwise we may have great disorders in the streets (on

account of food) & he will at once loose his head & all are against him.

God bless yr. new choice of Protopopov — our Friend says you have done a

very wise act in naming him. —
Paul told me of the paper he has sent to the Headquarters after their de-

cision where to get young offijers, lieutenants, from. His boy is taller than he,

goodlooking, reminds one very much of the Princess. —
The Children have gone to Church — I shall join them at 1 1 in the

hospital — we have little work, so I leave it to Tatiana, except the 2 heaviest

who feel quieter if 1 do it. —
I shall finish this later, after getting your letter. — Beloved Angel, fond

thanks for yr. dear letter. Thank goodness, Miechen asked you still, tho' its

very rude not to ask the lady of the house too, in my opinion.
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Shall read through Mavra's paper & then tell you what is in it — Emelianov
suddenly turned up again. — He brought me reports fr. the commander, with

the map & read them to me. The sky is clouding over, alas, so we shall

quickly go for a little drive. — Precious One, goodbye & God bless you. Very
tenderest kisses fr. yr. own old

Sunny.

I got this wire fr. Daisy, what am I to do with it ? To give it, or speak of

it to Sturmer?

No. 350.

Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 15-th 191

6

My own beloved Darling,

Cold, sunny morning — am going to lie in bed till I receive the Japanese,

as the heart is a little enlarged & I feel so tired. — I have chosen a lovely big

pair of China Vases, wood in winter & summer & 2 high crystal ones with

eagles — so a pair for each of them. —
Saw our dear Fr. yesterday evening in the little house. So happy that

you named Pokrovsky — thinks it a most wise nomination, of course some may
be discontented, — but for the next (not this) Duma he can influence for the

elections. — He told me to speak to jf^aiev about the poor monks fr. St. Athon

who may not yet officiate & die without receiving Holy Communion. —
I read the cutting Mavra sent — vile — the hell for Germ. & Austr.

prisoners, who have to work to death with us — sensationally written & I

feel full of lies. I shall tell Igor today, that you thank Mavra for her

letter, then you need not bother to write. — He sends you much love. Begs
quickly to change Obolensky & when the new man is named to tell him to

give the order that in the breadshops they should already have everything weigh-

ed out beforehand, so that as soon as one asks, that piece already is ready

according to price & weight & then the work will go quicker & those long

tails in the street be sooner appeased — one must trust to the honesty of the

men not to cheat the poor people & see that the police has an eye upon those

shops & the chief of police must himself begin by looking himself to see all

is honestly & quickly done. — Resting after the Japanese — headache, very

tired — suppose B. soon coming too. He was talkative & nice, so no trouble.

Was delighted to see Baby's 2 friends & talk to them. He gave me fr. the

E. of J. two marvelous gobelins — such exquisite work & beauty of colouring.

He was so touched by yr. reception & kindness, & Motherdears, & the crowd

all along the streets to the Winter Palace. —
Countess Benkendorf was awful — much too badly died red lips — ghastly

sight. —
Ducky too short velvet dress & badly coiffed, such a pitty. —
Very fondest thanks for yr. sweet letter. Drenteln — I shall return to-morrow.

One must save & spare the guard. — We spoke with Kirill who was my
neighbour at table, about the battalion — also finds it a good idea what you
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write. I told him to be more energetic with Admirals & Ministers to get

the officers he needs as yr. order must be obeyed. —
Grigoruvitch told me you gave him the order through Kirill about ^. P.

to be made Commander of the beloved )->standard<.(. & Zelen. — Commander of the

port (which suits the latter very well he says) — does the little Admiral not

rage ? But I am glad its done — how happy dear Johnny wld. be that his

son, as he always called N. P. shld. receive the yacht. — Head aches — can't

write any more to-day. — Goodbye & God bless you. — A fond, fond kiss fr.

yr. very own deeply loving old

Sunnv.

No. 351.

Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 16-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

Grey, windy, rainy morning. The Children have gone off to see Olga's

sanitary train — then to the hospital & at 12V2 to a funeral service for the pricsfs

son — he begged us to come. I remain in bed till luncheon as heart enlarged

& dont feel well. Had hideous headache yesterday, but passed. N. P. dmed
with us & then we read Drenteln's letter together; & one he had from Rodionov
— full of despair. 3 times in one day they were all obliged to attack (I think

Sept. 4) & the place impregnable, the Germans were completely hidden «Sc

their maximguns fired without ceasing. A prisoner told them they have dug
themselves down 10 meters, & somehow push the guns up & down as needed,

so our artillery did them no harm — they (Germans) all know our guard is

against them — they feel one sacrifices them for nothing. —
I begged our Friend to particularly pray for the success of your new

plans, & he does so & hopes God will bless them. — .All say the Comm. of

the y)Pavlovtzy<s. (Schevitch) is a real pancake & that regiment has no success

& rarely advances. It seems to me our Generals are fearfully weak. .Ah yes,

He said I was to tell you, not to worry when you send a General away, if he

has been innocent. You can always forgive him afterwards & recall him to

service & him it will never do harm, to have suffered, as it makes him realise

the fear of God. — Ania goes for 2 days to Finland as her Mama's namesday.
— Do hope we shall have nice sunny weather when we meet again I —

Thats a good idea about the battalion — told N. P. you thought about it

— only hopes they will not be in Odessa or Sebastopol but in sotne

smaller place, to keep them better in hand & less temptations, than in a big town

& to keep them up to work all the while. —
Just got yr. sweet letter, for wh. very tenderest thanks. — Tell Nilov to

answer Dolly that she cannot receive the name (without any reason). What
does she mean, that her marriage with Grevcnitz did not count ? She is cracked, I

believe. The less one has to do with her the better — & Nilov can answer
best — as she was a relation of his wifcs & as Frcdoriks is not there. —

»Me« too is looking forward to our meeting with great longing — hope
to feel better by then, now am really rotten. — Fancy, Greek Nicky is still at
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Pavlovsk in an awful state of nerves they say. Cannot imagine why they dont

let him home at last he cant help here, or perhaps its to show their good
feelings towards us. —

I send you a paper about a general Oganovsky, read it through & do
what you like with it. —

Now must end. Its cleared up, sun shining. Becker has come. — Feel

rotten, blessings & kisses without end.

Ever yr. very own
Wify.

No. 352.

Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 17-th 19 16

My own dear Sweetheart,

Fancy, only i" of warmth & yesterday evening 2° of frost — no
sunshine. — I enclose a paper fr. our Friend for you, as I asked Him
to think particularly of you to bless your new combinations. — Lovy, do
tell somebody to go & see to the 4 heavy batteries, wh. stand since some
time quite ready here at Tsarskoye Selo (one tells me) & nobody thinks

of sending them off. They have munition (if not sufficient, can be sent

after). If old Ivanov is still at Petrograd, give him the order to go & see

& look at all in detail (officers told this to Botkin as they have seen them
quite close). It wld. be good to get them off, because the men are not

quite famous — several weeks ago there were stories & rifles were sent to

catch them in a wood where they were occupied with propaganda papers. —
These 40 guns stand without guard on the place — a young lieutenant

has written paper after paper begging for men to watch them as every morning
he finds some screw or little thing taken off, missing & nobody takes heed to

this. I think a general unexpectedly being sent here by you to make an
inspection wld. be best & quickest — we so sorely need them out at the war,

but dont warn Sergei — let all be done unexpectedly — & then he will also see

that ones eyes must be everywhe re. He ought to move about more — &
why does Andre stick here — is there no nomination for him anywhere out

at the war — active, not as all these 2 years ? — need not be in the guard as

there are no vacancies — Misha also served elsewhere. — Make the family

move about more. — In the battalion Rodionov wrote there have been 50 cases

& more of dissentry — autumn — here Css. Nierod's child & one of our
wounded too. — Lying till luncheon. Saw Bobrinsky yesterday — touched me.
Asks to see you next week. — Now the sun is coming out brightly — but
I shall remain on the sopha, must get decent again. — Fondest thanks. Beloved,

for yr. dear letter just given to me. Lovy, it was Grigorovitch told me, not

Kirill about Z. & N . P. Now I wish one eld. hang Rodzianko, awful man, & such

a insolent fellow. Kiknadze has again been wounded & lies in our hospital —
told Tatiana lots about our sailors. We have 4 new wounded besides him —
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have not been to the hospital since Wednesday, alas. — Goodbye my Treasure,

& God bless you. A big & tender kiss fr. yr. very own old

Wify.

Did you let Petia know he is free ? What does Sandro say about Olga's

intentions ?

No. 353.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 18-th 1916

My very own Treasure,

Fondest thanks for yr. sweetest letter. As I lie in bed in the mornings

I get yr. letters much earlier to read, wh. is a very great joy. — Sun, clouds,

snow change about — real autumn. This change may make Tiny feel less well;

— but that weakness in the foot by a false movement or over exertion can

easily swell up — thank God, that no pain. —
We can help glueing yr. photos in the evenings, if you like. — Put all

my trust in God's mercy, only tell me when the attack is to begin, so as that

He can particularly pray then; — it means too much & He realises your

suffering. —
Lovy, I hear Pahlen's court rank has been taken fr. him because one

read a private letter of his to his wife, where he calls the ambassadors scoundrels

& I understand him saying so. But that surely is a mistake, one has hooked

onto a German name again — & he really is so devoted to you. — Much
sooner & with right one ought at once in winter to have taken off Khvostov's

uniform — he behaved vilely & everybody knows it, only Voyeikov & Andronnikov

(whom I again warned Sturmer against) stuck up for Khvostov. — Now a

correspondance between Alexeiev & that brute Gutchkov is going on & he fills

him with vile things — warn him, he is such a clever brute & Alexeiev will

certainly, alas, listen to things against our Friend too — & that wont bring

him luck. — Now my Sunshine & Joy — Goodbye & God bless & keep you.

Very tenderest kisses fr. yr. very, very

Own.

Must quickly get up & dress for luncheon.

Think of you incessantly with longing love & earnest prayers — soul &
heart with you. Lovebird.

No. 354.

My very own beloved One,

Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 19 th 191

6

A cold morning, snow on some leaves & patches on the grass — its

very early this year. — N. P. dined with us yesterday — he leaves to-day

— had a blooming cold & cough. Was twice at our Friend's, I am pleased
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to say. Perhaps you will be able to find him some work to do for you ? —
One of the men just came from the battalion — says they are used very much.
In the morning they are sent back & in the evening out again — I find it

horribly anguishing they will take part in the big battles now — each man is

in himself a perlection — the only bit of the whole army who has got men of

so many years service — God spare them for work hereafter & in the «South».

— Have got two reports, Silaiev & Sturmer to-day. Trina and Isa for affairs.

— To-morrow Raiev etc. & so it goes on. — Heart still enlarged & tired, but

lying much is resting me, the back & legs ache less. — I do so want to get

quicker well again, have more work to do & all lies upon Tatiana's shoulders.

Now it seems a most interesting young American Dr. with 3 sisters has been

sent here by the rich Guld — we want to use them & put them up in the

big palace. He will operate there & in any other hospital. To-morrow he

does in our soldiers' ward. He cuts out & fits in bones with electric machine

like a fine puzzle — one can never be so exact with the hand. I looked

through a most interesting book with drawings & explanations. One Dr. went

with such an apparatus to England, 2 to France (the inventor himself) & this

one here. The red Cross did not need him & we accept him with delight —
always good to learn & see new methods. Have forgotten his name. Worked
in Servia a year during the war & so can speak a little Servian. For sure, Pss.

Shakhovskoy will fall in love with him. We have by chance a French Dr. as

patient in the big palace, but as not very ill, also helps Vladimir Nikolaievitch.

How is the air now in the diningroom — I told it Valia a good while ago

& repeated it to Benkendorf — but they dawdled over it, & its not so complicated

to have the upper windows made to open upwards. — But when we come,

cant we keep to the cosy habit of dining in the train — its so much less

tiring & for you I think more refreshing too & comfortable. —
You must be feeling dull now, I am sure, as the walks are less inviting &

soon I fear too cold on the river — we came in Oct. for the first time last

year, & I remember it was very cold already, we went in closed motors &
then you got out and walked — what joy to meet again 1

Ever such tender thanks, my own Darling for yr. very sweet letter. —
Those photos were fr. me for yr. album^, lovy dear. — I think still you

ought to let Petia know. Sandro can write him letter — or you a short

wire. —
Yes, find out about those guns, do. —
Horrid weather. Paul's birthday is on Wednesday — they have asked us

to chocolate — doubt I shall be up & about by then. —
Now goodbye my one & all. — Fondest, burning kisses — & blessings

without end

yr. very, very

Own.

1 Others were for Baby & the boys. —
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No. 355.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 20-th 1916

My own sweet Angel,

Grey, cold, trying to snow. Little Marie has arrived & comes to us

to luncheon. Ingeborg's girls sent Tatiana an adorable postcard of little

Lennard — such a sturdy, splendid, goodlooking boy with big, sad eyes —
nothing of their family. How can she live so calmly without him all these

years is to me quite uncomprehensible & most unnormal. — Had reports from

5—7 yesterday. Sturmer has not yet found a Chief of police for town — those

he proposed wld. never do — have told him to hurry up & think again. —
Gutchkov is trying to get round Alexeiev, — complains to him against all

the ministers (egged on by Polivanov) Sturmer, Trepov, Shakhovskoy — & that

makes things clear, why is so against the ministers, who are really working

better & more together & things are getting better & we fear no real crisis

if they continue thus. —
Please, Darling, don't let kind Alexeiev begin to play a part with Gutchkov

as one did at the old Headquarters, Rodziansko & he make now one & are

trying to get round Alexeiev, pretending nobody can work but they. He must

only occupy himself with the war — the others answer for what goes on

behind. — Protopopov comes to me to morrow & I have heaps to ask him &
some ideas wh. propped up in my own old mind to rnake a counter propaganda

against the Union of Cities out in the army — to have them watched & those

that one catches at cleared out; the Ministry of the Interior must get nice,

honest people to be «his eyes» out there & with the military help, see what they

can do — we have no right allowing them to continue filling their ears

(the soldiers) with bad ideas — their Drs. (Jews) & sisters are awful —
Shavelsky can tell you about them. — I told Sturmer to tell this to Protopopov

& he will think it over till to-morrow & see whether anything practical can

be done. I dont see why the bad shld. always fight for their cause, & the

good complain, but sit calmly with folded hands & wait for events. —
You dont mind my coming with ideas, do you deary, but I assure you, tho'

ill & with bad heart, I have more energy than the whole lot put together &
I cant sit calmly by. Bobrinsky was glad to see me so & says I am therefore

disUked, because one feels (the left sat) I stand up for yr. cause, Baby's &
Russia's. Yes, I am more Russian than many another, & 1 wont keep quiet.

I begged them to arrange (what Gregory said) that good, flower, butter,

bread, sugar shld. a'.l be weighed out beforehand in the shops & then each buyer

can get his parcel much quicker & there won't be such endless tails — all

agreed its an excellent idea — now why did not they think of it before. —
Shakhovskoy comes today, as I want to hear how about the watertraffic

— I think he is quite calm about the wood, there will be enough — but

I want to ask whether, before the rivers freeze, whether one cannot bring other

provisions wh. are not of his miiiistery, down by water — as they must all

help each other — & he adores you. He was with Ania yesterday. Then I

see Bishop Antony Guirysky from the Caucasus. — You sec, all day people —
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at least have time to write the morning in bed. But I long to get back to

the hospital work — love it so. — Just brought me yr. sweet letter for wh.

fondest, fondest thanks, I am glad you had an occasion to speak about the

artillery ready here. — About Gutchkov & Alexeiev I'll tell you to-morrow,

Sturmer told me & Shakhovskoy has seen the copies of the letters — I'll tell

you to-morrow after having personally spoken to Shakhovskoy. —
Certainly if one heeds privately letters between husband & wife — far

more reason to watch others. Forgive me, but Fred, acted very wrongly —
one dare not judge a man so severely because of private letters (opened)

to his wife — thats mean, I find. I should have made Fred, understand this

utterly wrong thing. Khvostov ought to have had his dress at once taken

off — enough proofs & scandalous, dirty affair — & here quite private. I wish

one eld. set it to rights for Baby's namesday — he is still happily Senator — &
the punishment has las'ed enough — spying at times goss too far — & I am
utterly convinced that far more write like that & openly speak so — Kokovtzev,

Krivoshein 8c many others got through scotfree — & they went in action,

against Sovereign & country & the Pahlens quite privately — an awful gaffe

of Frederiks & certainly because the man has a German name. You have

not got the head for all such things, you are far too much occupied — &
others are responsable for «putting you in» & that vexes me as they oblige

you being unjust. —
You say I have numbered yr. letters wrongly, so sorry, cant you change

them & add a No: to the letter I left you unnumbered last time?

Heart is better to-day the rest is doing me good. — But the weather

is sad indeed. —
Fancy yr. having played old Nain Jaune again! — How I wish we

could have gone off all together for a few days again to Sebastopol in October,

how lovely it wld. have been.

An awful thing, sticking at the Headquarters, in town for so many months

running; and now the long winter is setting in early. — Silaiev told me all,

poor man. — Now he will go to Sebastopol & ask the Professor what he is

to do & where to go & take his family if possible with him — the

climate does not agree with them, they need sunshine for a few months &
warmth. —

Now my very own Sunshine, life of my life, sweetest of dears, goodbye

& God bless you. I hold you clasped tightly in my arms & cover you

with burning kisses

Ever yr. own old Sunny.

Does Mr. Gibbs read the English papers first?

No. 356.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 21-st 191

My own Sweetheart,

Goodmorning. my treasure I At last again sunshine — such a joy; but

in the evening there were at my window already 3 degrees of frost. The
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leaves are falling, alas, so fast, I can well see the big palace Church fr. my
windows. We still take our meals in my big sitting-room. —

Am sending Paul Vases and a note, as I cannot go to him, the heart being
enlarged. A week I have not left the house to-day. I cannot yet take medicins,
wh. is the bore. — Again received for 2 hours yesterday & before that /4 of

an hour Apraxin & Un le Mekk about the Caucasus. — Raiev (good talk) —
Sfiakhovskoy (long conversation). It seems PoUvanov & Gu'chkov are working
hand in hand again. I read the copy: of 2 of Giitchkov's letters to Alexeiev have
asked for one to be written out cleanly to send you, to see the brute he b. Now
I understand why Alexeiev rages against all the ministers — after every
letter (there have been many one sees) he upsets poor Alexeiev & then his

facts are often quite intentionally falsely put to Alexeiev. — The ministers all

feel his antagonism at the Headquarters & now they see why. When I send
you the letter, then have a serious talk with Alexeiev as that brute under-
mines the whole government in Alexeiev's eyes — really vile, & 10,000,000 times

worse than anything Pahlen can have written to his Wife — one must pull

away Alexeiev fr. Gutchkov fr. that bad, sly influence. Then I saw Bishop Antony
Guriysky — charming impression, cosy Georgian intonation in his voice
— knows our Friend longer than we do — was rector years ago at Kazan. He
buried Bacrratlon — have asked him to help me collect things, linen etc. in the

Caucasus & to help Apraxin when I send him there next month. Speaks strongly

against Nikolasha & them all (to Ania) — he is too harsh & rude agninst
the Georerlans. — Now I have found out who the Exarch is — you remember
PLaton fr. America — whom we saw at Llvadia, & who spoke Russian with an
American accent, was unsympathetic & terribly sure of himself, perfect for

the Americans but not for the Caucasus — & now I grasp why Nikolasha wants
him, to become Metropolitainl I ! why the man was always ambitious & sly & clever

& has already got round Nikolasha — one may have to send him away, if

he continues being disliked so Pltlrlm they till now simply worship. — He
came for the ordination of their priest as bishop Mclchizedek (our Friend says

he will be a marvelous Mctropolitain in the future). But of course one must
not have a Metropolitain now at Tijlis — they only want a court round them
& everything grand, will soon ask for special ministers too. Nikolasha says

because of the country we have vanquished — nonsense — Poland had none
either. — Fancy, the Synod wants to present me with a Testimonial & Image
(because of my work for the wounnded, I think) — you see poor me receiving

them all ? Since Catherine no Empress has personally received them alone,

Gregory is delighted (I less so) — but strange, is it not, I, whom they feared

& disapproved of always. Well enough about business talks. —
Yet more officers have been brought us — the Varshavs Guard etc. —

despairing not to be able to work & see them. — The 3 big girls went to sister

Olga's train & gave medals & saw lots. — To-day O. «& T. go to town
for Tatiana's Committee. — Our Fr. wishes to see me this evening in the

little house (with his wife too), says I won't be any the worse for it. Says
not to worry too much, God will help out at the war. —
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To-day I see Protopopov & Ilyin — every day people & ones head has to

work so hard, so many questions to ask & get clear into ones head. —
I also regret Olga wants to marry now — & how about her hospital

then ? And generally I cannot help deeply regretting this marriage, tho' want
her to be happy at last. —

Little Marie lunched with us — looks well — has little to do, i. e. she

does not nurse the wounded, but looks after the economical managment, wh.

gives her not much work — & then she has taken over Ella's committee at Ps/:ov.

The summer she lived in a wee house near a monasters where a recluse lives

she likes. — She made me a good, quiet opinion. Dmitri mocks at her &
that grieves her & the rest too, that she is so hideous as sister, much better

in her town dresses etc. — thats all so foolish — instead of being grateful,

that the Child has found an occupation wh. satisfies her — what will be
after the war, she cannot imagine. — I enclose a letter Ania received fr.

Bresler, do tell me what one is to answer him — caji he present himself or

send you a petition through me ? —
Madelaine just brought me yr. sweet letter — thanks fondly, my treasure.

— I understand how worried you are, shall talk with Protopopov today &
to our Friend. Shakhovskoy told me that they have brought ample fuel by the

rivers for the whole winter — wood & coal — of course prices high — alas.

He has received much money ahead, so as to already prepare the wood for

17— 18 autumn too. — I asked about the bread. Says the peasants always
sold their quickly, in time of peace, for fear the prices wld. fall — now they

know that by waiting the prices rise, & they have no hurry for money as are

well off. I said to my mind one ought to send people of the different

interested ministeries to the most essential places for flour & bread & make them
speak to the peasants & explain clearly to them. When bad people wish to

succeed they always speak & are listened to, now if the good give themselves

the same trouble, of course the peasants will listen to them. The Governor,
vicegovernor & all their people must take part, shall speak to Protopopov &
see what he finds to say. — The reason we have not enough sugar — you
know. — Now butter gets sent in such colossal quantities to the army (need

much fat as less meat) that one has not enough here. — Fish there is enough,
not so meat. — It interests me speaking to a new man & we'll see what his

ideas are. Oh, Krivoshein he has everything on his rotten conscience. But
still, its not as awful as all that, we shall find a way out; & these brutes

Rodzianko, Gutchkov, Pollvanov & Co. are at the bottom of far more than
one sees (I feel it) so as to force things out of the hands of the ministers.

But you will see all soon & speak it over, & I'll ask our Fr.'s advice. — So
often He has sound ideas others go by — God inspires Him — & to-morrow
I'll write what He said. His being here makes me quieter, says things will

go better — people less persecute Him, whenever they are more after Him
everything goes worse. —

I hope such an endless letter does not make you wild. Sun of my heart ?

Wish I were with & near you the whole, whole time to help carrying all

together. — I send some bits of cardboard back as am sure you need still
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lots. — Talked for an hour with Protopopov, — really good impression, I have

told him to send you a wire he & Bobrinsky sent to all the governors.

Must end, looo kisses, fond blessings, old

Wify.

Verily think, God has sent you the right man in Protopopov & he will

w r & has already begun.

I think now can have food supply in Governments hands, not need military.

No. 357.
Tsarskofe Selo, Sept. 22-nd 191

6

My own beloved precious Darling,

I have a lot I want to speak about, but as I scarcely slept at all this night,

saw every hour, 1/2 hour, except 5 o'clock, on the watch, (don't know why, as

had spent a lovely, soothing evening) I don't know whether I shall find words

enough. —
Its not easy giving over conversations, one always is affraid of using

wrong words & thus making the sense different. To begin with I send you the

copy of one Gutchkov's letters to Alexeiev — read it through, please & then you

will understand the poor general gets beside himself — & Gutchkov is untruthful,

egged on by Polivanov, with whom they are inseparable. Warn the old man
seriously against this correspondance, it is made to enervate him — & they

don't concern him, i. e. because for the army everything will be done & nothing

missing. — Our Friend begs you not to too much worry over this question of

food supply, thats why I wired last night again — says things will arrange

themselves & the new Minister has already set to work at once. Bobrinsky

will have told you about their united telegram to the governors which was a

clever thing. One must make them realise their power & that they should make

more use of it. —
I told Protopopov to write this to you — he said its against etiquette as

he has not yet presented himself Sc did not wish to bother you. — I said that

was quite the same, that you & I stick to etiquette for official things, but

elsewise prefer knowing always everything. — Another fault is, Protopopov

said & which I fully agree to, that from one government to the other things

may not be exported — this is absurd — in one there is scarcely any cattle,

in the other more than they need — of course one must let them get it & so

on. — The landlords are to have all thsir woods confiscated, (other pen is

being refilled) not fair, as some only live by their woods & life has become

very hard for them — so must use one's brain & confiscate little in some pro-

perties — & others — more, who have other means beside wood for keeping up

their properties — he told this to Shakhovskoy. —
We spoke for 1V2 hour — never before, «& I did not even remember his

face — Brussilov's sly face, when he puckers up one eye. Very cle^'er, coaxing,

beautiful manners, speaks also very good French & English, one sees accustomed

to speak — wont sleep, he promised me (but needs being kept in hand our
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Friend says, so as that pride should not spoil all) — I spoke very frankly

to him, how yr. orders are constantly not fulfilled, put aside, how difficult

to believe people, promises made & not kept; —. I am no longer the slightest

bit shy or affraid of the ministers & speak like a waterfall in Russialll And
they kindly don't laugh at my faults. They see I am energetic & tell all to

you I hear & see & that I am yr. wall in tha rear wh. is a very firm one &
with God's mercy I hope I may be of some wee use to you. Shakhovskoy has

begged to come whenever he has important questions, Bobrinsky too & this

one will also, & Starmer, comes every week, so perhaps I can get them to

stick together. I am obstinate & over & over repeat the same things & our

Friend help with advice (may they continue listening to Him). — Things will

& shall go, Lovy.

Protopopov is looking for a successor to Obolensky as its more than
necessary — he thought of Spiridovltch, I said no, that you & I had spoken
that over before, & find him better suited for Yalta than the capital. He has
told Obolensky to come every morning to him, has given him orders about
the queblcs in town, to have the food measured out beforehand — to put the

people under shelter, in courtyards, not out in the streets — till now he has
done nothing — utterly unfit for his place — too grand to accept the place pf
governor.

Well, I wont repeat any more, its dull for you. But its a man who will

work, has promised to be truthful, may he prove it (pen made me quite

filthy). — But don't give it over into military hands — I fully believe Protopopov
can cope with this question & will do all in his power to succeed. Bobrinsky
is very devoted, but rather old — together they will manage, Shakhovskoy
(goose, hoped to become min. of Int., our Friend told me & therefore is a

bit against Protopopov, tho' an old friend of his) I shall keep him up to work
with the others, begged me to do it (I had already on Tuesday). Lovy, all

thats in my power I shall do to help you — sometimes a woman can, when
men a wee bit look up to her — these know they have me to comit with as yr.

guard, eye & ear in the rear. — Its better the food supply remains in the hand
of the governm. civil — & the military all for the active army. All has been
taken out of the Minister of Interior's hands & Bobrinsky has it now, therefore

they will do things together, beginning by that telegram. Their aids were most
displeased but the order was given to despatch the wire. One must not provoke
— & unwillingly military measures might be too hard in the wrong place — &
they could not give orders to Gov. vicegov. etc. — No, I believe you can b e

quiet now on that subject, & our dear Friend says so too. —
Had a lovely evening yesterday & we were very, very sad you were not

with us, wld. have rested you, so uplifting! There was besides a bishop, an
old man, a friend of his & »very high« therefore persecuted (Viatka) & accused

that he kissed women etc. He, like our Friend & all people in the bygone,

kissed everybody alike. Read the Apostles — they kiss all as welcome. Well,

now Pitlrim sent for him & he cleared him completely. He is much higher

than the Metropolitan & with Gregory one continues what the other begins, &
still the Bishop looks up to Gregory. There was such peace in the atmosphere &

27 II 4'

7



I longed so for your sweet presence — such a rest after all yr. endless worries

& work — such beautiful talks I —
They spoke of the Virgin — that she never wrote anything tho' so very

clever — her very existence & bz'mg was enough of a miracle in itself — &
needed no more, she wld. never speak of herself; (and her life is known to oar

spirit). — Just got yr. precious letter — so, oh, so glad you feel less sad.

I h a t e not being with you, you carry all alone, not a soul to share yr. worries

— speak to ^. P., let him be of use to you, knowing our Friend makes liim

understand things easier — & he has much developed these last months with

that grave responsability upon his shoulders. — Well, I suppose you are right

to stop the attack & go at work fr. the south, we must push on over the Car-

pathians before winter now its already very cold up there. — The Commander
of my Siberians is wounded & amongst others, a charming officer, who left

us only two months ago — hope he will be brought here. — If we advance

to the south then they will be obliged to take their forces down there — &
we shall be free'r up here. God will help — just patience, but the enemy is a

still very powerful one.

I enclose some photos for you — Nastinka or Isa did. — Nastinka comes

to me this afternoon. — A report of Rostovtzev — yesterday had still Ilyin &
I spoke about the shocking behaviour of many sisters (not real community

ones) etc. We spoke with Protopopov about the methodists being called in

(lo.ooo they are on the whole I believe) — we both found it unwise as against

their religious convictions (& their number small) — so I proposed he shld.

ask the Minister of war to give them as sanitaries & then take all sanitaries

(whom they always are trying to take away) to the war; that wld. be good

& they wld. be serving. — Or, our Friend says, use them for making trenches

& picking up wounded & dead as sanitaries at the war. — Our Friend finds

you ought to call in the Tartars now — such masses in Siberia everywhere

— but explain it properly to them & not repeat that wicked mistake as in

Turkestan. —
Then our Friend said: General Sukhomlinov should be set free, so that

he should not die in jail, otherwise things will not be smooth, one should

never fear to release prisoners, to restore sinners to a life of righteousness

— prisoners until they reach jail become through their sufferings in the eyes of

God — nobler than we — more or less His words. Every, even vilest sinner, has

moments where the soul rises & is purified through their fearful suffering —
then the hand must be reached out to save them before they are relost by
bitterness & despair. — I have a petition fr. Mme Sukhomlinov for you — do
you wish me to send it to you ? 6 months he is imprisoned, enough punishment
— (as n spy) for all the wrong he did — is old, brokendown & wont live

long, wld. be awful if died in prison. Order him to be taken & kept closely

watched in his own house, without much fuss — please. Lovebird. — A day

is an age now — there is need of wise administrators — the chief of police

should be quickly removed as docs endless harm — one is looking for a

successor. — Beautifully they spoke of God, reminded me deeply of the

Persian book I love — Bogoutsliita. One must see God every where, in all things,
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in everything about us — then shall we be saved. y>Be as holy as I anrn, be like

God in virtue. — Its difficult to give over what He says — words are weak —
it needs the accompanying spirit to enlighten them. —

Grey, rainy day & so dark, lie in bed with a lamp writing. — These
mornings lying — do me good, look rather rottener than when N. P. last

saw me — doing everything I can to get stronger, hope by to-morrow to begin

my medicins again. Except when receiving — lie all day. —
Want badly to be decent by the time we meet. Sweet one, I miss you

both quite awfully. Thoughts always with you. Cover you with tender, tenderest

kisses.

God bless & protect you now & evermore

Ever, Nicky my Own, yr. deeply loving old

Sunny.

What on earth is going on in Greece — looks like a revolution impending,

God forbid — the allies fault then, alas! —

No. 358.

Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 23-rd 19 16

My own beloved Angel,

A glorious, sunny morning — shall lie out a little in the sun. Sat out yester-

day for 1/4 of an hour — as could not get any air, even kept the ventilator

open all night. — Greek Nicky comes to tea — leaves on Sunday at last,

poor boy. — Marie has gone out riding I am glad to say. —
Our Friend says about the new orders you gave to Brussilov etc.:

satisfied with father's orders, all will be well. is. He won't mention it to a soul,

but I had to ask His blessing for yr. decision. —
Very tenderest thanks for yr. dear letter, just received. Do hope Brussilov

is sure & doing no folly & wont again sacrifice the guard in an impregnable
place. —

Am glad you liked yr. talk with Bobrinsky. —
Baby wrote me such a nice letter, sweet Child. —
Have great, great longing for you, my one & all — am trying to get

better — the air may help & now medicins. —
Excuse a short letter.

Fondest kisses & blessings fr. yr. very own old Wifv

No. 359.
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 24-th 191

Sweet beloved One,

A grey, foggy, pouring morning — slept & feel midling. Schevitch daughter
(ex rifles) comes to be blessed by Paul & me — she marries Dellings-
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hausen of the 4th reg. to-morrow. Then I see poor Kutaissov whose sister

(Rcbinder) died so suddenly. — Lovy, our Friend is much put out that

BrussUov has not listened to yr. order to stop the advance — says you were
inspired from above to give that order & the crossing of the Carpathians before

winter & God wld. bless it. — Now he says again useless losses. —
Hopes you will still insist, as now all is not right. — One of my wounded

wrote to me in a way for me to understand, that its utterly in vain just now,

the chiefs themselves not too sure & useless losses. So you see, something is

not rightly managed; more than one tells the same story. It coincides with

what Paul said about Kaledit not being sure at all of success; — why ob-

stinately go against a wall, break yr. heart for nothing — & throw away lives

like flies. — There is your letter! how beautifully early 101/2. Thanks over &
over again. Lovebird. So touched by all you write that will let me be a help

to you — tried before, but the ministers I felt did not like me. —
Wish— I were only quicker a bit stronger again — as then the hospital

does one good in between for the soul & rests the head. —
Had Mme Orjewsky 1V2 hour yesterday & then Greek Nicky. He leaves

to-morrow — hopes you got his last letter, as you never wired. Will write

again to-day — I must say our diplomates behave shamefully & if Tino

is kicked out, it will be our fault — horrid & unjust — how dare we mix into

a country's private politics & force one government to be sent flying &
intrigue to get a revolutionist back to his post. I b3lieve if you eld. get the

French Government to recall Seraille (this is m private opinion) things wld.

at once calm down there. Its an awful intrigue of freemasons, of wh. the Fr.

General & Venizelos are members — & many Egyptians, rich Greeks etc.

who have collected money, & have even payed the fiNovoye Vremyaa & other

papers to write bad & forbid good articles concerning Tino & Greece. Vile

shame I —
(Cant write any more to-day. — Red cross all say Miechen's papers,

-wishes of a special department — quite wrong, cannot be apart fr. red cross.)

Godbless you. Very tender kissis fr. yr. very own old

Wify.

This a strictly private letter of Pahlens to Taneycv & as such I

must still forward it to you — one has made you do an unjust thing. I honestly

should give him back his rank, he undeservedly lost — Gutchkov does far worse

things & is in no way touched or reprimended — & Pahlen has suffered

innocently. Give it him back now, before I come, so as to show its you

alone who have done it — or if you ssek an occasion, then Oct. 5 — but

please, do it. Tell Maximov to write all to Fred. & have it quickly done —
so pleasant to set an injustice to rights — else Tancyev wld. never have sent

me this private letter. He does not know I even send it you. —
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No. 360,
Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 2S-th 19 16'

My own beloved Darling,

Grey, dull weather — yet more leaves have fallen, so dreary. —
Sweetheart, I saw Kutaissov yesterday & we had a long talk — then Paul

told me about interesting letters fr. Rauch & Rilsky; — & fr. others I have

heard — & a 1 1 say the same thing, that its a second Verdun, we are sacrificing

1000 of lives for nothing, pure obstinacy. Oh, give your order again

to BrussUov — stop this useless sloughter — the younger ones feel their chiefs

have neither any faith of success there — why repeat the madness of the

Germans at Verdun. Yr. plane so wise, approved by our Friend — Galitsch,

Carpathians, Roumanians. Stick to it, you are head master & all will

thank you on their knees — & our glorious guard! — Those boggs, im-

pregnable — open spaces, impossible to hide, few woods, soon leaves will

fall & no saving shelter for advance. One has to send the men far round the

boggs, the smell is so awful — the unburied comrades 1 1 Our generals don't

count the »lives« any — hardened to losses — & that is sin — when you are

convinced of success, its another thing. God blesses yr. idea — have it executed
— spare those lives — Sweety, I know nothing — but is Kulsdin the right man in

the right place, when things are difficult ? —
Now other things. — Am hunting for a man in Obolensky's place (by

the by, has asked to see me — very unpleasant, does not concern me to speak

about with him) — would Adrianov not do? Is he still in the Suite? Was
completely aquitted — does it matter he was under judgement ? But he came
out clean. If you have nothing against this idea — wire at once that you
agree No. I; then shall propose him to 5^, who can talk to the M. of Int. —
not your order, but that you would have nothing against him. He was very

good in Moscou, Dzunkovsky tried to break his neck & Jussupov's — of all,

Adr. was the least at fault. But you can judge best. — Then to finish Obolensky,

how wld. it be to give him Komarov's place — long, I doubt his living — even

if life spared, will be an invalid. A splendid place, Preobrazhenetz & I think

quite fit for such a place. If you agree to this — wire No. 2 yes. I have it

written out on a paper you see, I shall probably see him on Tuesday, then if

he makes a fuss, I eld. tell him that you think of him in future for the W. P.

— he is in the Suite — & Zeime is not & he is more suited. —
The Children have all gone to Church — I am still unable to go — such

a nuisance. —
Paul will be with you on Thursday, has a big report & wld. like to go

to the guard (very good thing) & return to the Headquarter, if time, for the

5-th. — What have you done about Gutchkov's letter ? At last our Botkin

has fully understood what a man he is — they are relations — but only now
he has fully understood the great evil in him — he & PoLivanov tried to harm
his naval brother. — You saved him now, by wiring to Russky, who did not

wish to obey yr. order about Botkin before — but he was received like »a

dog there «. —
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Paul & I blessed the little Schevitch — pretty girl — today is her wedding —
the mother, old, fat, with no teeth scarcely — & she is my age! — had a baby

3 years ago, happy woman. — Sorry, nothing interesting to tell you, dull

letter. — Fondest thanks precious letter come so nice & early, can't imagine

why mine are so often late. — Well, I am glad that Br. has sent K^al. south

& given over all to Gurko, thats far the wisest thing to do — may he be

reasonable & not obstinate, make him understand that clearly. Oh, I too yearn

for you fearfully — soon, soon God grant again some happy days together.

Babykins, you keep him in hand, see he does not play at table or put his arms
& elbows on the table, please — & dont let him shy breadballs. 5 months from

here — ah when shall you be able to get away fr. that old place & see something

else again! —
Goodbye, sweet One, sun of my life. Kiss you ever so tenderly. God

bless & protect you — yr. very own old

VVify.

Please pay attention to what A. has written about rising the wages to

all poor officials all over the country. It must come straight from you
— there is always money had fr. some capitals — a check to all revolutionary

ideas. — Our Friend says if you agree to Adrianov, then as temporary

prefect (hold, office). — then nobody will have anything to say against him. —

No. 361.

Tsarskofe Selo, Sept. 26th 19 16

My very own Treasure,

There — you will say — a big sheet, means she is going to chatter a

lot again! — Well, Prot. dined with A. — she knows him already a year or

two — & he proposed my friend K- N. Hagandokov instead of Obolensky, i. e.

V. Volkonsky proposes him. I have the whole account about him — tho* we
know him — & that looks really so good. Now he is Military Governor and
Ataman (Hetman) of the Amur cosacks; has been through Chinese campagne,

Jap. & this war; participated in the repression of the sedition in Manchuria

1900 — probably my age or younger — in service (officer) 10 aug. 1890 has all

military war decorations for his rank. Our Fr. says if the likes us — why not take

him — I was much taken aback, never wld. have dreamed of him. Rank major-

general. Perhaps this all is better than Andr., who of course has enemies. — I think

Hagand. told me he left because of his kidneys — Sc this service is not tiring,

needs an energetic man — & his white cross will already make effect. —
Things were not very nice in Moscou yesterday, so Prot. sent off Vol-

konsky at once & Tiade Bobr. sent off his aid there too to see into the affairs.

He does not wastt. time — I am glad to say — & they & the military will

let's hope at once quieten down all. But its sure to begin here, & Obol.

will be absolutely no good — we sav what he was in the reg., where he might

have stopped that story. —
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I send you the petition of a medical field surgeon, who killed a man —
just read it through — he begs to be a field surgeon out at the war — only
you can change the judgement by mercifully letting him go — our Fr. gave
it to me & Rost. says only you can help. My chancellry made the red marks.
— Then I send you photos I did — also i for Alexeiev, i for Maximovitch, i

for Mordv., I for Grabbe & 2 for cosacks — give Baby to give them over
if you cant, dear. ^

Protop. has asked to see you — wont you tell him to let Sukhoml. out,

he says it can of course at once be done, he will tell M. of Justice, write this
down to remember when you see him & also speak to him about Rubin-
stein to have him quietly sent to Siberia, not left here to aggravate the Jews
— Prot. quite agrees with the way our Fr. looks upon this question. Prot. thinks
it was Gutchkov, who must have egged on the military to catch the man,
hoping to find evidences against our Friend. Certainly he had ugly money
affairs — but not he alone. —

Let the man speak out frankly to you, I said you always wish it, the
same as I do. —

He quite cleverly thinks of using Kurlov in some things of food supplies,
wh. is right — not to waste the man. — He got the thing at once to be
printed about the millions the Union got & wh. the others were dawdling over —
only its not what I wanted —: I did not want bare facts — they are bad enough
— but it was to be cleverly written — this is too naked for my taste. One
can cry to think of half a milliard has been thrown to the Union — when
existing organisations could have done marvels with a quarter of the sum. —

I enclose it for you to read. —
Very, very tenderest thanks for your dear letter just received. S

happy you have given that order about Pahlen, thank you for yr. justice. —
How nice you had such warmth. This morning i^ of frost, but sunshine thats

everything, so shall lie out on the balkony before luncheon — my heart is

more enlarged again & its difficult breathing. Fear, I shant be good at much
this time, I am sorry to say, for much motoring. And I do so want to get
to the hospital — & cant — great nuisance. —

Fancy, Rosetti's son being with you — what a type I
—

How lovely it will be to be with you again soon, sunshine & Sunbeam & old
mother sunny I Miss you both horribly. These break downs come regularly 3
or 4 times a year — I fill myself with medicins. —

Now my Angel, goodbye & God bless & protect you. Kisses without end
on every dearly beloved, very own place — yr. q

The Synod gave me a lovely old Image & Pltirim read a nice paper
— I mumbled an answer. Was rejoiced to see dear Shavelsky. Our Fr. worries
that one did not listen to you (Brussilov) as your first thought was the right

one & a pitty you gave in, yr. spirit was right wishing the change. He took
up the Virgin's Image & blessed you fr. far & said y>May the Sun rise t/iere«,

A. just brought these messages fr. town & kisses you. — Obolensky's wife

whole time bothers our Fr. in tears that husband leaves, begs for a good
place. —
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No. 362.

Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 27-th 19 16

My own Angel,

When I went to bed there were already 5° of frost, this morning still

I and grey. — As heart still enlarged, shall arrange to see nobody to-morrow &
remain all day in bed — perhaps that will help more — so few days have
remained — leave already in 5 1

—
Sweetheart, you are receiving the new M. o. t. Int. to-morrow — he

is emotioned. — let him realise r. power of will & decisiveness that will help

& stimulate his energy. Let him talk with Alex, so as that the laiter

may feel he has to do with a clever man who wastes no time — it will be
an antedate to Gutchkov's letters. — Speak to him about Sukhomlinov he will

find means of doing it — the old man will die else in prison & we shall never
be at peace about it. Au fond, to save Kshess. & S. M. he also sits there, &
one dare not bring up that subject before law on account of thosa 2 — even
Adr. VLad. said as much to the Riidlger-BeUaiev tho' he is Kschcss. love

Then speak about Rubinstein, he will know what to do. — Am so happy about
Count Pahlen. — Your are right about Adrianov I suppose, just had a paper fr.

Prot. showing he wont do — I only mentioned him like that as he came into my
head. — If Hafrandokov can be spared — may be good, at least all his military

decorations let one hope it — still you may find another. St. proposed a
Meyer who was years at Varshaw, but the name is to appallingly German for

the wild anim. ears nowadays. — 101/2 - sweet letter has just been given
to me — endless thanks & kisses for it. Treasure sweet. — Shall bring .\. too,

our Fr. begged it, as the girl is good & so honestly helps when & how she
can, & several of «us» together will bring more peace & strength. She can
lunch in the train, as shy work in the room with many people — will

enjoy the rest, nice air, drives, tea etc. — & we shall still be to ourselves
— she does not fidget now. — I bless & kiss you without end in passionate
love.

Ever Huzy mine, yr. very own old wify

AlLx.

I return Nicky's letter to you — exactly as he spoke to me — please
talk to St. severely about it — we are driving them into a republic, we, or-

thodox — its really shameful. —
Why cant you beg Poincare (president) to recall Seraille & make Fr. &

Engl, insist too (thats my idea) — & make them stand up for Tino, the King
& not side with Venesuelos the revolutionist & free mason. Call out St. as

its difficult to write — give him severe instructions, we are behaving most
unfairly & understand poor Tino going half wild. —

Keep my little list before you — our Friend begged for you to speak of
all these things to Protopupov & its very good if you mention our Friend that

he should listen to him & trust to his advice ; — let him feel you dont shun
hi5 name. I very calmly spoke of him — he came to him when he was
very ill, some years ago. — Badmacv called him. —

424



Tell him to be warned against Andronnikov coming to him (Prot.) Sr.

keep him away.

Forgive my bothering you, Deary — but am always affraid as you are so

terribly hard worked — that you may forget something — & so act as

living notebook. —
Sunny.

Speak to P r. about:

1. Sukh., order to find a way to get him out.

2. Rubinstein to send away.

3. Prefect.

4. Augment wages of the officials as your kindness to them, not fr. the

ministers.

5. About food supplies tell him strictly, severely that all must be done

to set it to rights — you r d e r it.

6. Tell him to listen to our Friend's councils, it will bring him bles-

sings & help his work & Yours — please say this, let him see yr. trust

in him — he knows him several years already.

Keep this paper before you.

No. 363.

Tsarskaje Selo, Sept. 28-th 19 16

My own Beloved,

Now, I said I wld. lie all day in bed & Apraxin, who was disgusted

with my looks, also begged me to. Of course St, has just telephoned, begs

absolutely to see me — so must of course at 6. Schwedov & Obolensky ask

again — well I put them off to the next days — its always so, probably they

have got wind that we are leaving & then each time all come flying. —
Today warmer, poured, was a moment's sun.

Sweety, fancy only, Obolensky asked to see our Friend & sent a splendid

motor for him (knows Mia, Obolensky's wife several years). Received him
very nervously at first & then spoke more & more till at the end of the houri

began to cry — then Gr. went away as He saw it was the moment the

Soul was completely touched. — Spoke about all, openly, how had tried

his best tho' it had not succeeded, that he heard as tho' one wanted him to

paint the roofs of the palaces (probably somebody also imagined the same as

we) — but that such a place he wld. not like — he wants work to wh. he is

accustomed — & his great dream is to be General Governor of Finland —
that he will always ask our Friend's advice about everything. Spoke all out

against Ania, & was astonished when our Fr. said she was from God — & that

she suffered so. — Then showed all the 20 letters our Friend had these years

sent with petitions all tidily tisd up — & said he had fulfilled when he could
— when Gr. asked him about bribes — he said no, but his aid had taken much.
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— I old. not get over the idea that he, that proud man, had come roun,d,

because in his misery he felt only with Him wid. he find strength. The wife

must have worked hard at him —
• & he to have cried! — Then our Friend

says things wont go until yr. plan is obeyed. —
Just got yr. precious letter — kiss & thank over & over again for it.

A. was just here, thanks & kisses tenderly. —
Am glad nothing has being going on at the front — was so anxious;

that left move is the cleverest — near Brody even its so colossaly fortified

& such heavy artillery to go against — a real wall.

Thanks, dear, for explaining about Brussilov — had not quite grasped

before. — In any case our Friend says to go by your ideas, your first
are always the most correct. — Those meals outside are excellent for Baby
— am bringing two camp chairs & pliable table for him too to take out

with him — & I can profit to sit out then too. — There is a wonderful

young, just ordained Bishop Melchizedek — whom Pitirim brought fr. the

Caucasus — Bishop now of Cronstadt etc. Churches full were he serves

— very high — (will in the future be a metropolitain) — fancy, he was

several years superior of the Bratsky monastery at Moghilef & adores &
intensely venerates the miraculous Image there of the Virgin to wh. we
always go — please Love, go there with me & Baby — am bringing a

lamp too to place before the Image, I promised it to the superior some time

ago. — I am to make Melch.' acquaintance on Friday at her house, with

our Friend — they say his conversation is marvelous; — it does one no end

of good, lovely talks & helps the soul to rise up over the wordly worries

for a time — but I want you here too always to profit with me. — We
think of leaving Sunday at 3 — reaching M. for tea 5 on Monday —
alright ?

After yr. walk & then I can lie longer. —
What a joy to meet soon — in 5 days I! Seems incredible. — Cover

you with tenderest kisses. God bless & protect you & keep you fr. all

harm.
Ever yr. very own little

Wify.

Our Fr. says its very much in the spiritual sense that a man, soul like

shld. have quite come to him.

No. 364.
Tsarskojc Selo, Sept. 29 th 191

6

My own beloved One,

Grey & stormy, barometer very low since two days — & all of us

who have bad hearts feel it more. Lay on bed till 6 yesterday. — St, sat

9 of an hour — nothing very particular — spoki- over many questions —
told him strongly about my opinion of Greece — Suchomlinov — ministers —
dearth — prisoners — Gutchkov — all & the Duma people know he corresponds
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I

with Alex. & it throws amongst good people a deep shade upon Al.
— one sees the spider G. & PoUv. spreading a net round Al. & one longs
to open his eyes & pull him out — you can save him — hope very sincerely,

that you spoke to him about the letters. — Have nothing interesting to tell you
— have my lamp burning, yesterday too, so fearfully dark dreary; — pouring. —

Such fond thanks, dear One, for yr. nice letter. Yes, Alex, told me
the same thing about the Roumanians. As what does Belialev go there?
With a letter or as counsillor? Hang them, why be such cowards! — And
now of course our line is much longer again — quite despairing I find. Did
you remember about mobilising the Tartars in Russia & Siberia ?

How tired you must have been after yr. 2 hours report — but he
does talk like a waterfall. Glad, had good impression — hope he spoke
with Alex. — begged he should.

Sandro spoke by telephone to the Children, only few days here, some
children not well, says cant come to me (he never does) & will see us
on the 5-th as he brings Andriusha then as officer to you. —

Heart not enlarged, but aches.

Send you my very tenderest, softest kisses, Lovebird I

God bless & protect you. 1000 of caresses fr. yr. own old

Alix.

No. 365.

Tsarskoje Selo, Sept. 30-th 191
My own Lovebird,

Warmest thanks for yr. dear letter just received. What about Obolensky
& Finland ? So glad your talk with Protop. pleased you — may he be worthy
of the place you have confided him & work well for our poor, tormented
country. You can write still on Saturday, because we leave on Sunday only
at 3. — What a joy to meet soon again, my two dearest Treasures!! Am
trying hard to get better. Heart not enlarged, filled with drops — but
hurts very much. Still this e\-ening go out to see our dear Friend & get
His blessings for the journey. — Such a storm blowing, last leaves being
shed — in between there were 5 m. rays of sun — not spoiled by sun this

year — hope to find it at Moghilev — in every sense of the word. —
Made Varavka see A. — not at all contented with her heart (our Fr.

neither), is glad she goes with us & hopes it will be a rest — here she runs
about fr. morn, to night & has such deep shades under her eyes & breathes
badly & feels giddy. — We all come to you to freshen ourselves up
morally (after great yearning) & phisically — good air & no work.

Sad, we cant get off for a few days to the south. — Emma Fr.'s writes
that her Father slowly gets better — when lies — no angoisse — but when
up — begins again. Voyeikov has asked us to bring him to the Stavka.

Now Treasure, Sweetheart, goodbye & God Mess & keep you. Endless
kisses & love fr. yr. very own old

Wify.
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Of course an affair again — its about yr. Erivantzi, read it through

seriously.
Lovy, forgive my meddling in what does not concern me — but its

the cry of an Eriwanski heart (on purpose don't write names) wh. has reached

us. — They have heard >>admUt2d col. Georgian reg. Magabeli« & they with

anguish await, whether he is really to receive the reg. Mag. was promised

to receive the first free regiment of the division, in every way a per-

fection dear men, respected, beloved by all th^se 37 years (but not in this

case suitable). Several times he temp. Commander different of the reg. when
the Commanders were ill, as for instance commanded a long time the Alin-

grelian regiment, whilst the Comm. was ill. Now that Comm. has been promo-

ted General major — already 5 months & continues commanding the reg. wh.

I believe is not correct in an army regiment; now give him a nomination

& put Mag. there, as he knows the Mingr. regiment now so well — & all

will be perfect. Alas, the Eriv. r. became free now first.

y>Just now the regiment wants a real master — a commander, who could

bring everything back to old conditions and who would be able to understand

all personally, by himself, and put everything right, justly and sanely, as

it ought to be by the law and it was formerly in the regiment. The com-

mander must be quite unknown to the regiment, independent, from quite

another milieu — everything will be quite clear to him, as a fresh man, and

only then, only with that condition the regiment will again be like it was

formerly — before Mdivani. God knows, what menaces our regiment, what

dissensions, if just now the regiment will not have real glory. Col. Magabeli

is an excellent soul, s:>ft, easy, a general favourite of the whole division, modest

and so on, — he was unceasingly with the regiment, makes part of it; but

everybody, except himself will command the regiment. Besides he is more

a friend, by his name, his family, his origin of »those«. . . .

The Eriv. reg. ought just now to receive a commander who would tear

up with the roots all contrast between y>usi( and ^thema and would command
our ancient regiment for its real glory and not for a definitive cleft.».

—
Tell nobody about this letter — but it coincides with what Silaiev begged

for an outsider now (of the guard perhaps), who eld. put a stop to the

ruin of yr. beautiful, dear to our heart regiment — Mag. is an angel, but too

gentle & a Grus. wh. just now is not the thing for the reg. wh. has parties . . .

No. 366.
Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. i st 191

6

Yr. letters are late. Such a storm blowing. — Thanks for receiving

the Metrop. & Raiev — they begged quickly, before Metr. Wladimir returns

— only to bring the holy Image fr. the Synod, nothing else. — You must

be tired, by the papers I see the ministers have been one after the other

going to the Headquarters. I had Obol. for 1> of an hour — till I was

dead beat — he talks like a wound up machenc — only about the food
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supplies of Petrograd — touched nothing else, no time, as Viltchk. was

waiting with a report. — Feel still rotten — hope change of air will set

me to rights again. — Spent a quiet, peaceful evening 81/2— 10V4 with our

Friend, Bishop Issidor — Bish. Melchizedek — talked so well & calmly —
such a peaceful, harmonious atmosphere. From there I wired to you about

Pit. 6c Raiev; — I wanted you to feel we were thinking of you. —
Poor Sirobojarskl is again wounded — 3-rd time — shoulder, but bad

or little, don't know, he wired to Viltcftk. fr. Tarnopol. Never received his

Capit. only yr. thanks (as in time of peace) — strange, how things are dis?

honestly done — real great deeds receive no big recompense — small things

in the rear big ones — how many suffer fr. injustices I — Such darkness. —
Sweet Angel, this is my last letter to you — leave to-morrow at 3 o'clock.

Going this evening to the hospital — shy after 21/2 weeks & many new ones,

but eld. not leave without seeing all. —
Warmest thanks & kisses for sweet letter. Glad Beliaiev at least used

there. —
My last letter. — Goodbye & God bless you, my Angel, intensely

rejoicing to meet & feel yr. warm kisses. —
Ever yr. own very

Own.

No. 367.

Moghilef, Oct. 12-th 191

6

My very own Sweetheart,

Its with a very heavy heart I leave you again — howl hate these

goodbies, they tear one to pieces. Thank God, Baby's nose is alright, so

that is one consolation. Lovy mine, I do love you so beyond all words;

22 years have steadily increased this feeling, & its simply pain to go away.

You are so lonely amongst this crowd — so little warmth around. How I

wish you eld. have come for 2 days only, just to have got our Friend's

blessing, it would have given you new strength — I know you a brave &
patient — but human — & a touch of His on your chest would have soothed

much pain & given you new wisdom & energy from Above — these are no

idle words — but my firmest conviction. Alex, can do without you for a

few days. Oh Manny man — stop that useless bloodshed — why do they

go against a wall, one must wait for the good moment & not go on &
blindly. Forgive my saying so, but all feel it. — You need not receive any-

body else, except Protop. wh. wld. be a good thing, or send for him again,

let him oftener speak to you, ask yr. council, tell you his intentions, it will

help the man immensely. — Its for yr. good & our dear countries I say

all this, not from greed to see you (that wish you know will ever exist)

but I too well know & believe in the peace our Friend can give & you

are tired, morally, you cant deceive old wify! —
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And at home its good they shld. feel you are sometimes near to all

the interior work too — at this present moment you can be spared here a

few days — you have the telephonogram for any question in 5 min. —
For all yr. endless Love I thank & bless you, I carry it all in my

burning soul, wh. lives for you. Goodbye, my Sunshine, my joy & blessing.

God Almighty watch, guard, guide & bless you. I cover you passionately

with tender kisses & hold you tightly in my arms. — I know there are

people who don't like my presence at M. & fear my influence — & others

who are only quiet when I am near you — such is the world.

Goodbye wee one, Father of my Children. —
I hope to go to holy Communion on the 21-st — how nice if you

eld. have been with me in Church then, too good & lovely it wld. have been 1

1

Ever yr. very, very

Own.

Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. 14-th 191

6

No. 368.

My beloved Angel,

Thank you, thank you for yr. sweet little letter with lovely news —
cannot tell you what joy it is & what life & sunshine it brought to my
sad heart. — Excuse also quite short letter — had Protop. for 1/2 hour, now
Benk. waits, then Nastinka. This morning hospital. Only made 3 dressings

& then sat with different ones — were at Znam. placed candles for you,

Lovy. Glorious, bright, sunny weather. — Head stupid — Becker besides.

— Prot. saw Sukh. — so happy. —
Very interesting talk was at the Duma this morning for 48 m. —

Traveled alright, lay all day — this night slept badly — heart alright,

especially since yr. letter. —
Endless blessings & kisses fr. us all. — Ever yr. very

Own.

Tell Prot. you are glad he goes & speaks with Gr. Sc hope he will

continue. —

No. 369.

Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. 15 th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

Such fond thanks for yr. dearest letter. Hope Babykins is alright again
— dont let them give him oisters wh. are not fresh. —

I feel quite different since 1 know you are coming for a few days —
such a lovely prospect — after 6 months to see you here again. Then we
can again all go to Holy Communion, if you feel inclined — & gain
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1

strength together & blessings. You don't need long preparations. — Then
I suppose you wld. be going later to Reni etc. in Nov. — It will be good
for you to get about again, & for the troops to see you. —

I am glad you told P. to speak to G. 8c B. — This evening I go to

see our Friend. — He says the «Maria» was no punishment but an »error«. —
I shall keep Ella's letter to think about when you came. — Grey, hoar-

frost covers everything, were 5 of frost. Shall go for tiny turn with A. —
Am prudent — did only one dressing & then sat knitting & had

Viltchkovsky's report.

Vesselovsky has come, shall see him to morrow, has been 3 times contused
— nerves shaken. Son in law died (or killed) & he wants to go for a
rest to the Crimea. —

Beloved One, I bless & cover you with endlessly tender kisses & remain

yr. fondly loving old

Sunny,

No. 370.
Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. 16-th 191

6

My own sweet Angel,

Very tender thanks for yr. sweet letter. Shall eagerly await you Wed-

nesday afternoon; hope Babykins will be quite alright by that time. —
Had a nice evening at A.'s yesterday — our Friend, his son & the

Bish. Issidor. As Obol. behaves well now & listens to him, he thinks it

wld. be only good if Prot. had taken him as one of his aids — there he

wld. have worked alright & so as not to kick him out of service. — Our
Friend neither cares for /(arlov, but he is Badmaiev's bosom friend, & Prot.

was cured by Badm. & so is grateful to him. — Gr. thinks it wld. be better

to call in the younger men instead of those over 40, who are needed at home
to keep all work going & to look after the houses. —

Warmer to-day but grey. Were in our lower Church for half the service

& then went to the hospital. Saw Vesselovsky — sad many things he

tells & other young ones — what goes on at the war — dear mjei, I under-

stand their nerves give way, — no union, no confidence in the officers,

orders, counterorders, disbelief in what they hear — very sad indeed. Ah
this want of education is a misery — each for himself — never together. —

Merica & her Mother come directly — she leaves in a week to be

married. —
Little Ivan Orlov is engaged to a Pss. Volkonsky — both such

Children. —
Kiss you without end & bless you. He is so happy you are coming. —

Ever yr. very, very

Own.
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No. 371.
Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. 17-th 1916

My Beloved,

Very heartiest thanks to you, my Angel, for your dear letter. — Worked
in the hospital & then had a Deum in the corridor there for this day —
was so simple & nice. — 5" of frost, bright & sunny, am going with Ania

to see her bit of land & where one is going to begin to build. Yesterday I

spent the evening at the hospital, calm & cosy. — To-day receive the Motonos

who leave for Japan; Obolensky again — seems our Fr. is most contented,

the man has so much changed for the better, & therefore he thinks it

wld. be nice if Prot. took him as an aid. —
How lovely it will be to take Holy Communion all together, cannot

say how greatly am looking forward to this blessing & joy; — & to hav6

you once more home again 1

1

Do say that none of the family are to be on service these days.

so glad you wired to Tino, will help & give him courage. -~

You will be glad even to get into the train again cosily after such

a long time. One pen has to be refilled & this one — too much ink, — & my
fingers are filthy. —

How are the Roumanians getting on? At Orsha you will see heaps

of sisters at the station. They always came running to see one pass. —
Now, my Sunshine, goodbye & God bless you.

Soon, soon I shall have you tightly clasped to my breast again, —
wont it be lovely!

I cover you with tender kisses, & remain yr. very, very

Own.

No. 372.

Tsarsko}£ Selo, Oct. 25-th 191

6

My very own Angel,

Once more we part again I I cannot tell you the joy & comfort it was

to have you once more home again after 6 long months. Like old times

it was — thanks for that calm joy, dear One. — I hate letting you go

away to all your worries, anxieties 8c sorrows — here we at least share

them together. — Every caress was a gift & 1 shall long hunger again.

For you, alas, no rest, so much hard work! And now this story about

Poland, but God sends things for the best, so I will believe it will be for

the best in some way or other. Their troops wont fight against us, there

will be a mutiny, revolution, anything you like — thats my private opinion

— shall find out what our Friend has to say. —
Sweetheart, goodbye & God help you. — I d n t

* t like Nikol. going

to the H.-Q. — may he brood no evil with his people. Don't allow him

to go anywhere now, but streight back to the Caucasus — the revol.
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party else will hail him again — & one was beginning to forget him; him
& Sazonov we have to thank for the Polish question — forbid him to speak

about it — get Zamoisky away when he comes. —

•

God bless yr. journey. My heart is very heavy. I cover you with

endless, passionate kisses. Cannot bear yr. having perpetual sorrows & anxieties

& being far away — but heart & soul are ever near you, burning with

love. — Ever, Sweetheart, Sunshine mine yr. very own old

Wify.

No. 373.
Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. 26-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

All my tenderest thoughts surround you — very empty, grey & lonely

without sunshine & sunbeam. Long, lonely night — joy to get yr. two

wires. —
Yesterday evening saw our Fr. with his 2 daughters in the little house,

spoke so beautifully — was s happy to have seen you. Begs you to answer

all who speak or worry you about Poland. »/ do all for my son, will be

pure before my sona & that will at once shut their mouths — strange,

I said the very same to Listopad then too, only let none worry you & stop

them talking — you are the master. — The Wedding in our hospital went

off well — a handsome couple, I was his »Mother« & Botkin the »Father«

of the bridegroom. Then the 4 girls & I motored half an hour to fresh one

up, as I receive now Isa, Kussov (com. Psk. reg.) Hagandokov, Bontch-

Bruievitch, Vassiliev (police) & three officers. Shall spend the evening cosily

in the hosp. whilst A. is in town — she lunched with us. — Grey weather,

lit up by the remembrance of yr. sweet presence. —
Kiss all at /(iev. God bless your journey. Endless tenderest kisses

fr. yr. ever loving old

Sunny.

Tell Paul to be back when Nikolasha comes — better. —
Did you say about Obolensky ? —

No. 374.
Tsarskofe Selo, Oct. 27-th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

A grey windy, warm day. — It must indeed seem strange to you
at the platform without the girlies & Mordvinov. Wonder if you have sunny
weather at least. —

Sonia Den lunched with us, looks awfully ill, green & thin, leaves

to-day for Crimea — am glad for poor Xenia who seems to be sad &
poorly. —
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Rein comes later, wonder what he will have to say, shall beg him to

get on better & more delicately with Alek, as you told me. — Hagandokov
looked more like in old days, thinner & with a sly face — made me feel

shy as left the talking to me. I only spoke about Siberia. — Its so dark

in my room, I scarcely see to write on my sopha. — The Children have gone

to the big palace.

Wonder, how all will be at Ki£V — a bore Miechen will be there &
you not alone. — Was nice in the hospital yesterday evening, sat in all

the wards — at home its so sad & lonely without you, Sweetheart. Have your

colds quite passed ? Goodbye, my Love, & God bless & keep you. Many
a tender kisses fr. yr. old

Sunny.

No. 375.

Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. 29-th 191

6

My beloved Treasure,

All my tender thoughts are with you. — I have been reading what the

German papers say about the Polish question, & how displeased they arc

William did it without asking the country 's advice & feeling it will be for

ever a question of animosity between our 2 countries — etc. others look at

it as not at all serious & most vague — & I think W. has made a formidable

gaffe & will greatly suffer for it. The Poles will not bow down to a German
prince & regime of iron under pretended freedom. — How many reasonable

Russians, entre autre Shakhovskoy bless you for not having listened to those who
begged you to give Poland freedom, when she no longer belonged to us, as it

would have been absolutely ridiculous — & they are perfectly right. —
I saw Rein to-day & told him what you said & he will act accordingly.

You know, the man is not sympathetic to me — something mocking in his

way — but a clever, very ambitious man & must be held in hand. —
Yea know Bontch Bruievitch made a good impression on the whole

upon me, & I was not favorably disposed to him after all one had said — &
I told it him quite frankly. We had an interesting talk for nearly an hour. Now
I shall mention some of the things & you profit of them & try & get things

improved & changed, only don't say to Alex, you heard it from me — he

did enough harm telling that lie to Ivanov — & I feel the man does not like

me. — We spoke about black Danilov — he says he is a man only of chancelry

work — not live work, always papers & not a good element, old Ruzsky, being

rather delicate (bad habit of cocain in the nose) & lazy, needs a strong
energetic right hand to make things work — good people have been

sent away — & others have left as they wld. not continue under Danilov.

He told me why R. insisted upon Dan. being with him — protection,

relation to his wife or something like that (have already forgotten what he

said), but it was not because of his brains he took him. —
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Under K^urop. the enemy reconnoitring (deeply) was almost quite abolished

& very weak — they used to know all that went on in Finland, Sweden, Baltic

Provinces — now know scarcely anything. Hardly any counter-reconnoitring,

only correspondence — papers, papers, looking for laws in everything — no

life. — Those 3 people, of the counter-reconnoitring in Petrogr. were formerly

under Bn.-Br. with lots more & very good when guided & looked after, but

when he was taken away that all ceased & these three are placed by Alex. &
act as his personal staff counter-r. & according to his orders take people shut

up etc. & then make their reports to Moghilev — thats not nice, & now I under-

stand many things that happen not rightly. —
Fancy, Ruzsky & his staff have no active operative plans. I asked why

they dont advance, as you had given K^urop. and R. the order to do so — he

says perfectly possible, we have far more troops than the Germans. They
train their young soldiers near the trenches to make ours imagine lots are

there. R. is contented in his place, his ambitious wife wont let him lose it

for anything in the world, & so he prefers sitting calmly — works only 2

hours a day — a good, honest man, but needs a strong right man to make
him work.

They completely neglect the question of food supplies, say the Civil mini-

stery must give it them — quite wrong. —
In complete neglect the question of civil administration in the front area.

Can you make head or tail of what I write ? — its so difficult to give over

conversations. The points he \vrote down for me as I was affraid to forget

them. I can only say I am glad I made his acquaintance & heartily wish
you could see him, he wld. tell you much I can't repeat, too complicated

& long. He asks & wants nothing, only for your sake & the good he asked

to see me to speak all out. Very clever & one can speak easily with him —
but he said many sad things as one hears elsewhere. —

Such dishonesty everywhere. — But he says its most weak & disorganised

all in that army, but he believes if the old man got a strong help, much could

be changed for the good. And keeping the troops for months without moving
when they eld. with success — says its demoralising.

Always contrasts — extremes. —
Now enough about affairs.

Grey, dull weather. Are off to town, O. & T. have a committee, &
I shall go with M. & A. to the hospital in the W. Palace — 358 men just now.
— If I did sleep at all this night, it was not more than half an hour — in-

supportable & without reason — nothing worried or hurt me; no dear ».\nimal

warmth« any more to help me. —
Now goodbye & God bless you, my Sweet, I cover you with kisses tender

& longing ones.

Ever yr. old, very own
Wify.

Fond thanks precious long letter.
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No. 376.
Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. 29 th 191 6

My very own Sweetheart,

It was an intense joy receiving yr. dear long letter yesterday — thank you

for it with all my heart. How glad I am to see by yr. telegram that you

could cosily lunch 33 — wonder how you got rid of Miechen. And did you

see Olga, or was she still ill ?
—

Warm, grey & raining & a fogg — real «dirty weather» as the sai-

lors say. —
Slept 1/2 an hour the night before last & this one after 5V2 till after 7 —

insupportably tiresome. Shall go an hour later to the hospital to rest my
legs & back still wh. ache after the Winter Palace hospital. It took us an hour

— back they wheeled me through the empty halls. — I received Protopopov

in town. Then we went to SkoroposLushnitza & placed candles — you wear

that image I brought you once from there. Lunched & took tea in the train —
at home received poor Rebinder whose wife died not long ago. And then Mme
Zizi fr. 8V2—9. —

To-day I receive Volkov, Fedorov, Sturmer, Shcbeko fr. Moscou; ones head

gets so tired — during the conversations I am fresh & energetic — but later

on become somewhat cretinised. —
Now I must read still through heaps of reports — shall finish my letter

after luncheon. —
Am going for a little drive to freshen up my tired brain, as have four

reports this afternoon. —
I kiss you, my Angel, as tenderly & fondly as only possible. God bless

& protect you, Lovebird.

Every yr. very, very

Own.

No. 377.
Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. 30 th 191

6

My own beloved Sweetheart,

Forgive me for what I have done — but I had to — our Friend said it

was absolutely necessary. Protopopov is in despair he gave you that

paper the other day, thought he was acting rightly until Gr. told him it was

quite wrong. So I spoke to Sturmer yesterday & they both completely be-

lieve in our Friend's wonderful, God sent wisdom. St. sends you by this

messenger a new paper to sign giving over the whole food supply now at once

to the minister of Interior. St. begs you to sign it & at once return it with

the train 4V2. then it will come in time before the Duma assembles on Tuesday.

I had to take this step upon myself as Gr. says Protop. will have all in his

hands & finish up all the Unions & by that will save Russia, — that is why

it must be in his hands; though it is very difficult, it must be done. In Bobr.'s
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hands it wld. not work. Trusting our Fr. He will help Protop. & St. quite

agrees.

Forgive me, but I had to take this responsability upon myself for your

sweet sake. The Duma wld. insist upon it being in one hand & not 3 hands,

so better you give it straight beforehand to Protopopov. God will bless this

choice. —
St. is very an-xious about the Duma, & their paper is rotten, revolutionary

— they (ministers) hope to influence so that the number will change — some

of the things they intend saying. For instance that they cant work with such

ministers — the colossal impudence of it.

It will be a rotten Duma — but one must not fear — if too vile, one

closes it. Its war with them & we must be firm. — Tell me, you are not angry
— but those men listen to me & when guided by our Friend — it must be

right — they, Pr. & St. bow before His Wisdom.
My head aches & I feel stupid, so write unclearly, I fear. — Just get yr.

precious letter fr. Kiev i.000.000 fond thanks. —
So glad, all went off well. Kiss you without end with deepest, boundless

devotion.

God bless & help you.

Yr. own old

Wify.

No. 378.
Tsarskoje Selo, Oct. 31-st 1916

My beloved Sweetheart,

Grey & rainy, depressing weather, scarcely slept again — one needs

sunshine at last. — All thoughts surround you.

Concert nice yesterday — Kuznetzova's voice lovely & danced perfectly

Spanish dances. Lersky I heard for the first time — & thought of you. —
Protopopov has asked to be received for very important business, after that

shall finish my letter. Then have several ladies — later Shakhovskoy & V, P.

Schneider — every moment again taken up. —
Lovy dear, our Friend begs you absolutely to have Sukhomlinov's story

stopped, otherwise Gutchkov & others have prepared nasty things to say — so

do it at once, wire to Sturmer, I think it concerns him first ? telegraph this

:

yiHaving got acquainted with the data of the preliminary investigation

in the case of the former Minister of War, General Sukhomlinov, I find that

there are absolutely no grounds at all for the charges, and therefore the case

should be discontinued.a

These things need being done before the Duma comes together to-morrow

afternoon.

I feel cruel worrying you, my sweet, patient Angel — but all my trust

lies in our Friend, who only thinks of you, Baby & Russia. — And guided

by Him we shall get through this heavy time. It will be hard fighting, but a

Man of God's is near to guard yr. boat safely through the reefs •— & little

Sunny is standing as a rock behind you, firm & unwavering with decision,

437



faith & love to fight for her darlings & our country. Shall quickly motor for

half an hour to clear up my brain for Protopopov. — God will help yr. —
precious sake. —

I send you a paper about Alexeiev's secret service — because these people
mix in things wh. do not concern them & it ought to be changed — I forgot
to send it you before. —

Then about Rubinstein, the man is dying. Wire, or give Alexeiev the
order at once to wire to Ruzsky to give over Rubinstein from Pskov to the

Ministry of the Interior (best you wire yourself) then he will do all at once. —
No time to write about our conversation, letter must go. They have managed
to stop the Duma fr. giving their rotten declaration.

Endless kisses & thanks unexpected sweet letter. Blessings & kisses

without end.

Yr. own old

Wify.

No. 379.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. i-st 191

6

My own beloved Treasure,

Such very tender thanks for yr. dear long letter with details of your stay
in Kiev. I am glad you had cosy evenings with Motherdear & that you managed
to do so much. Miechen's coolness is too bad — I hope you were stiff too,

tho' I doubt that you succeeded to be anything but sweet & polite. —
So Olga will marry on Saturday — & where will that be & to what

country place does she intend going? — Its much better Motherdear stays

on at /(isv where the climate is milder & she can live more as she wishes &
hears less gossip. — I am so sorry I had to send you that wire, ciphered by
Protopopov — but the Minister all got so nervous on account of the Duma &
feared that if it came out to-day, his nomination, that they wld. make a terrible

row at the Duma, not accept him — & then Sturmer be forced to close the

Duma. Whereas if put off a bit, then less harm closing the Duma. I disagreed
with the paper & knew our Friend wld., so I sent Protopopov straight to him
to speak it over together. Our Friend says its the Ministers' faults because
they did not work all these days. Fancy, Bobrinsky never changed his aid, when
it was written on that paper Protopopov showed you — that he should do so

Now I asked Sturmer in his name to order him to do so. They are bad, Bob-
rinsky's men & sidle with the left parties. — I felt quite crazy yesterday recei-

ving so many people. — Shakhovskoy, I did not agree with, he is against

Protopopov (jalousie de metier). Then still V. P. Schneider and I'/s hour

3 ladies. —
Again got to sleep only after 5V2 & not for long. — A. comes at 3, so

shant close my letter before — she may have something to give over. My 3 cosy
Lovings in the hospital are at an end.

What, news have you about what happened at Baltic port? Shakhovskoy
told me, that in the council of Ministers Trcpov was most awfully rude to
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Grigorovitch about that misfortune at Archangelsk & used very strong,

ungentlemanly language. Really, they need smacking & being set to rights. —
I had a nice letter fr. Victoria — Georgi comes there to-day, to-morrow-

is the wedding & then they leave at once for the little house they have taken

in the north & he goes to his ship. No leave now, but he hopes every day to

see Nada for a few hours in their house. A difficult beginning for such young

creatures. Victoria went to France to fetch Louise for a longish holiday — she

has been working hard at the hospital & needs a rest. — To-day I receive old

Schvedov & Mrozovsky, fr. Moscou. — Continually people to be seen. — On
thursday our Olga will be 21! Quite a venerable age! — I always wonder whom
our girlies will marry & cannot imagine what their lot will be — could they

but find the intense love & happiness you, my AAgel, have given me these 22

years. Its such a rare thing now a days, alas! —
How are things going on in Roumania? One hears so little now. —

Am already busy about Xmas-presents for my y>station« — its immense what

masses of people — & so difficult to find anything suitable & not to abnor-

mally expensive. —
Such darkness, never any sunshine — I hoped the colder weather would

bring bright weather. — Miss you so much, my dear precious One, & long

for your tender beloved caresses of love.

Our Friend is dreadfully angry with Protopopov, who out of cowardice

wld. not have it announced that the food supply question shld. be in his hands

now — on account of the Duma & our Friend had told him he could explain

he had taken it & hoped in about a week to have arranged all satisfactorily.

Protopopov wants to take it in 2 weeks only — wh. is foolish.

Gregory is not so much disturbed about the Duma, as they always scream

at anything. I agree to this. — Ania sends tender kisses & was very pleased

to have been in the country & to all the Saints in Moscou — Skopin Shuysky
too, quite specially. — She went to the Metropolite, who begs to have no

bishop as help, and our Friend finds it also. —
We all kiss you ever so tenderly. God bless protect & help you. —

Ever yr. very own
Wify.

Hope, you wired about dying Rubinstein. —

No. 380.
Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. 2-nd 19 16

Beloved Treasure,

Heartfelt thanks for your sweet letter. This morning I got yr. last

night's wire — I was feeling anxious & sad, as I knew I must have upset

you by my Russian one. I hate worrying you & begging you to change

things you have settled, all the more so when I do not agree to what the

ministers say. —
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At last splendid sunshine — such a treat after long, dark weeks — our

wounded feel all much brighter & several are going out driving — we too,

tho' there were 7 degr. of frost this morning. I again only slept two hours
— such a nuisance, perhaps with the change of weather I may manage better.

Everything all in order at the hospital, tho' even there I receive architect, gene-

rals to speak about sugar & butter etc. . . .

One Officer suddenly had a small artery, wh. burst, so we had at once
to perform an operation & sow it up — but it went off alright, Tatiana gave
the chloroform for the first time. — Sad, you both wont be here for Olga's

2 1 -St birthday. We shall have a mass in my room at 11/2- — I am glad things

arc going better in Roumania — Vesselkin will have told you interesting things

;

— lucky we have such an energetic man there.

Now, Lovebird, joy of my heart — farewell. God bless & protect you.

Ever such tender kisses fr. yr. own old

Wify.
Such longing for you!

Olga wrote she marries at 4 o'clock on the 4-th at the little Church on the

Dneper situated on the place, where the idol perun once stood. God bless the

dear & may '. A. really be worth of her love & sacrifice. —

No. 381.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. 3-rd. 19 16

Sweetheart, beloved One,

Tenderly congratulate you with our big child. We had a Deum in

the hospital & now in my big room. Your letters have not yet come. It was
a joy to hear Babykins sweet voice — but one hears very badly, in a few
days it will be better & I hope you will also once speak a tiny moment, just

to hear the longed for sweet voice.

Victoria wired the wedding was lovely yesterday — Nada were our neck-

lace. —
Spent a lovely evening with our Friend & Isidor: y>Calm Papa, write

everything will be all right (that Protopopov will get it into his hands quite —
the jood supply) that all is in the futures. They dawdled too long, & therefore

eld. not name him so late — all their fault & it wld. have gone well. You
are not to worry, yr. decision was right & it will be done a little later.

He is very sad Nikolasha will be at the Headquarters. Spoke beautifully,

calmly & very heigh — you wld. have loved it. —
6Va of frost & bright sunshine — going for a short drive — difficult

breathing in such cold. — Dmitri is coming to tea. — All thoughts «S: prayers

with you. —
Levy, wM you not send somebody to Oranienbaum to the off. school

old General Filatov is at the head — about 300 officers learning for Machine-
Guners & its very badly organised, great disorder, badly tought, so that

many leave it. I heard this fr. officers where have been sent there by their
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regiments & they say its in a real bad state — unpractical & they are kept there

ages & badly organised (Karan^ozov etc. spoke seriously to me about it &
said it wld. be a blessing if it were changed & real order put). Filatov

is an old professor & keeps to his oldfashioned ideas. I thought you wld.

have it seen in to seriously by a competent general. Far too few machine-guns
for them to practice on, 300 officers — as each must know all the work &
go into every detail. Out of their worktime they privately study it, otherwise

wld. know nothing. They have to listen to lectures about submarines etc. wh.

dont concern them. —
Lovy, have you had Rubinstein given over to the Min. of Interior — other-

wise he will die still at Pskov — please dear. —
Back fr. our drive, found your precious letter, for wh. warmest thanks.

Glad '^. P. only remained one day. —
Now Lovebird, I must end, the man must go. Blessings & kisses without

end fr. yr. very, very

Own.
A. sits near & kisses you. —

No. 382.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. 4-th 1916

My own sweet Angel,

Warmest thanks for yr. dear letter just received. I read Nikolai's & am
utterly disgusted. Had you stopped him in the midle of his talk & told him
that, if he only once more touched that subject or me, you will send him to

Siberia — as it becomes next to high treason. He has always hated & spoken
badly of me since 22 years & in the club too (this same conversation I had
with him this year). — but during war & at such a time to crawl behind yr.

Mama & Sisters & not stick up bravely (agreeing or not) for his Emperor's
Wife — is loathsome & treachery. He feels people count with me, begin to

understand me & acre for my opinion & that he cant bear. He is the incarnation

of all that's evil, all devoted people loathe him, even those who do not

much like us are disgusted with him & his talks. — And Fred, old & no good
& cant shut him up & wash his head & you my Love, far too good & kind &
soft — such a man needs to be held in awe of you — He & Nikolasha are my
greatest enemies in the family, not counting the black women — & Sergei.

— He simply eld. not bear Ania & me — not so much the cold rooms, I assure

you. I don't care personal nastiness, but as yr. chosen wife — they dare not

Sweety mine, you must back me up, for your & Baby's sake. Had we not got

Him — all wld. long have been finished, of that I am utterly convinced. — I am
seeing Him a moment before Sturmer. Poor old man may die fr. the vile

way his spoken to & of at the Duma — Miliukov's speech yesterday when he

quotes Buchanan's words that Sturmer is a traitor & Buch. to whom he turned

in the box — held his tongue — vile behaviour. We are living through hardest

times, but God will help us through, I have no fear. Let they scream — we
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must show we have no fear & are firm. Wify is your staunch One & stands
as a rock behind you. I'll ask our Friend, whether He thinks it advisable
I go in a week's time, or, as you cant move — whether I shld. remain here
to help the »weak« minister. They have again chosen Rodzianko & his speeches
are quite bad & what he says to the ministers.

I hope Sweetheart's leg will soon be better. And Alexeiev ill — all worries
at one time — but God will not forsake you & our beloved Country through
the prayers & help of our Friend. — Am glad you arranged a place for

Obolensky. —
Grey weather again, 4I/2 of frost — only two days sun. — Weary &

sad.

No. 383.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. 5-th 191

6

My own Darling,

Such fond thanks for yr. dear letter. What a nuisance for Babykins
having to lie, but of course its the best thing for him to do — only that

he should have no pain ! — Thats good you send Georgi off, the more
you make them move about, the better it is — no good sticking long in

one place without any work. — Alexeiev ought to go off for 2 months
rest & you get somebody to help you — Golovin for instance, who all praise

very highly — only none of the Commanders of the armies — leave them
quietly in their places where they are alright. Too much work for Pustov.

& you alone & then you can't move & p2rhaps a fresh head might be very

good with new ideas. A man who is so terribly against our Friend as poor
Alexeiev is — cannot have blessed work. — his nerves, one says, are run

down, & its comprehensible — the continual strain for a man of papers

& not much soul to help him, alas. —
The wlaying of the foundation stone Ania's Church was nice, our Fr.

was there, & nice Bishop Isidor — Bishop Melchisedek & our priest etc.

were there — shall see Gregory a moment to-day. — Sturmer is very

sad & unhappy they worry you so & that because of him too. I cheered him
up & got calmer & full of good intentions. He finds Rodzianko's Court

dress ought to be taken fr. him for not having those bad men stopped when
they said such strong things at the Duma & bad insinuations — he told

Fred, to give him a reprimand, but the old man misunderstood & wrote

to Rodzianko that in the future he must allow no such things to happen.

Won't you say he should have his Courtrank taken fr. him, or for the next

thing he bets pass through wh. touches you again — horrid man! — What
did »Misha the fool« mean, that he & Georgi got decorations fr. Gcorgs
»/or my invention, which overjoyed ?. — Our Fr. is so angry, Olga
married — as she did wrong towards you & that can bring her no luck.

Ah, dear me — I too more than regret this act of hers tho' understand her
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human craving for happiness at last. — Lovy, you will be careful not

to be cought by Nikolasha into any promises or anything — remember
Gregory saved you from him & his evel people. Don't let him go to

the country, but straight back to the Caucasus where he must be —
forgive me writing this, but I feel it must be so. — Be cool, only not too

kind to him & Orlov & Yanushkevitch — remember for Russia's sake what
they wanted to do — to clear you out its not gossip, Orlov had all the papers
ready — & me to a Couvent — you won't touch the subjects — as they;

are over — only make them feel you have not forgotten & that they

must fear you. They need to tremble before their Sovereign, — be more
selfsure — God has placed you there, its not pride & you are an anointed
one & they dare not forget this. One ntust feel your power, its time
for the saving of your Country & your Child's throne. Beloved, goodbye
& God bless you. I cover you with unending tender kisses.

Ever your old

Sunny.
I am ramolie.

Just seen our Friend — y>convoy to him, with kindness, a greeting.^
— He was very gay after the dinner in the vetry — but not tipsy — no
time to write — says all will be well.

Kisses and blessings without end. —

No. 384.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. 6-th 191

6

Sweetheart dear.

Very tenderest thanks for yr. dear letter. Thank God the little leg

is better. To-day the sun is kindly trying to shine again. Were in our^

lower church, then worked at the hospital, now go to a soldiers hospital

ft to the very worst I shall give medals from you. — Later comes Mekk
& then Protopopov, shall tell him one must take severe measures against

the propaganda you wrote about — I shall make them work Lovy, & I

shall tell Kalinin not to be so fidgety, & be firmer. —
Stupid head aches — no doubt Becker is coming.
I am glad N. M. did not speak as he wrote, — tho' it wld. have given

you reason to wash his head & tell him to mind his own business once

in a way. — I shall be an.\ious whilst Nikolasha is at the Headquarters

hope all will go well & u will show you are the master.

Cannot help deeply regretting he will be with you remember to be
cool to the bad set — hope Nikolasha will have the decency not to bring

fat Orlov. Fancy Poguliayev wrote to me he is going to divorce — if she

gives it him, he will marry a flame of his youth. She wrote quite miserable

to Ania — wld. understand if he married a young person, but not one who
is only two years younger than hersslf, & who would not have him before,

he was not good enough — now he is Admiral, it suits her — I don't know
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her name, neither mentioned it. — Why did he ever marry and older woman
— he needed a young one & children as he loves them. Now must end.

Thoughts always with you & earnest prayers, kisses & blessings without end,

Sweet one.

Ever yr. own old

Sunny.

No. 385.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. 7-th 191

6

My own beloved Nicky dear,

From all my heart I thank you for yr. dearest letter. Of course its diffi-

cult writing, when you have such a lot to do. —
Again affairs:

I saw Protopopov a long time in the evening, short our Friend, & both

find for the quiet of the Duma — Sturmer ought to say he is ill & go
for a rest of 3 weeks. Its true (have just spluttered ink all over my sleeve) —
he is really quite unwell & broken by those vile assaults — & being the red flag

for that madhause, its better he should disappear a bitt & then in Dec. when
they will have been cleared out return again. Trepov (who I cant help not

liking) for the moment is the one who by law replaces him at the Council

of ministers & will keep things going. Its only for a time. The Duma comes
together again on Friday. If you wire to me you agree, I can do it for you;

& kindly without hurting the old man — for his sake & the quiet, as I know
it would be unpleasant for you writing & I want to spare my Sweetheart all

I can. He can then ask you for leave for his health. — They will at once cool

down & many know he is really not well.

So happy. Baby is better. — Would it suit you if we came the 13-th

& what hour, 5, 4 or 41/2 ? — Hope, shall find sleep there wh. I cant here.

Receive awfully much & have still too these days. — All thoughts with you.

Blessings endless kisses fr. yr. own old

Wify.

No. 386.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. 8-th 191

6

Lovy, my Angel sweet,

Such warm thanks for yr. precious letter.

Thank goodness Nikolasha brought decent people. — Thats quite right one
sends Alexeiev away for a good rest to the Crimea, its absolutely necessary

for him — calm, air & real rest! — I hope Gurko may be the right man —
personally I am no judge as don't remember ever speaking to him — the

brain he has — God give him the soul. Glad to see him now, I hope, when we
come. — Ressin is in quarantine, Apraxin in the country, Bcnkendorf ill — whom
am I to bring ? — I take Ania & Nastinka, no Botkin, if necessary — Vladimir

444



Nikolaievitch, but thank God the little leg seems much better. — Sturmer has let

me know he is going to the Headquarters & wants to see me before — so I

shall gently tell him what I wrote to you (our Fr. begs me to) & if possible

have it known before Friday that he is going on leave for his health, as

that day the Duma comes together & they are preparing a row for him that

day — & his going on leave will quieten their boiling spirits.

I find Grigorovitch & Shuvaiev did not find the right note in their speech,

but Shuvaiev did the worst thing — he shook hands with Mlliukov who only

just launched forth things against us. How I wish we had Beliayev (real gent-

leman) in his place. — Gutchkov has left his place, because he wants to

get in with PoUvanov, please don't agree to this paper wh. will come to you
fr. the Cons, de I'Empire — PoUvanov who aims at rebecoming Minister of

War & promises freedom to the Jews, etc. he is dangerous & ought to have

n place in any committee & Gutchkov needs to be on a high tree. — Andronnikov
will be also one of these days sent off to Siberia.

Nowi I must end. Last evening we spent at Ania's with Yuzik, V. Erastov.

Gromatin & Rita; to-night go to the hospital. —
Blessings & kisses without end — intensely rejoicing for Sunday.

Ever yr. very, very

Own.
What a bore N. P. wont be at the Headquarters — shall we have that

odious Svetchin, or nice Kutaissov at least.

Oh lovy mine how I live with you all the time — soul burns — head

tired — weary — but spirits up & fight for you & Baby. —

No. 387.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. 9-th 191

6

My own Lovebird,

Warmest thanks for sweet letter. — Our Friend says Sturmer can remain

still some time as President of Council of Minister, as that one does not

reproach him so much, but all the row began since he became Minister of

Foreign Affairs, which Gregory realised in summer & told him then already

that this will be your end. That is why He implores either he should go on
leave for a month or at once to name another man in his place as Minister

of Foreign Affairs for instance Stcheglovitov, as very clever (tho' hard) & a

Russian name, or Giers (Constantinople), in that ministery, he is the red

flag & at once all will be quieter if he is changed. But leave him as President of
Council of Minister (if he goes on leave, Trepov by law replaces him) —
All want that place, & they are not fit for it. Grigorovitch perfect where he is, —
others & Ignatiev egg him on to take that place, for which he is unsuited.

Ignatiev made him & Shuvaiev take the wrong note in their speach, wh. had
been prepared alright by the ministers.

Now one calls Mme. Sukhomlinov before judgement on Friday & therefore

I wired asking you to have the Sukhomlinov case at once stopped through Senator
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Kuzmin. — Its vengeance because one let the poor old man out of prison. So
horribly unfair I

—
Just returned fr. mass at my lancers' hospital (I-st rifle regiments mass) —

2 years existence. Old Beckmann was there. 26 lancers, who had been ill or

wounded & now return to the regiment. — So glad no conversations with

Nikolasha. Baby's letter too amusing. — yr. letters came 3 hours late. —
Weather, 3 of frost, grey. — What are you thinking about the St. George's
feast, will you have it here, so as to lift up the spirits by yr. presence in this

rotten part of the world. —
Now must end, Manny dear. Gregory hopes you will soon come here;

yr. presence is much needed to keep them all in order. —
Sandro L. said Nikolai Mikhailovitch speaks awfully, all are furious

what he says in the club, & he sees Rodzianko & company continually. Excuse
only disagreable letters, but head weary from affair. —

Should I bring Mordvinov or Kutaissov for the journey, as have no
gentleman? — 1000 tender kisses & blessings Ever yr. very, very, very

Own.

No. 388.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. lo-th 191

6

My own sweet Angel,

The kitten is climbing all over my writing table, luckily through scarcely

anything down — she climbs on the palme & whatever she can get hold

of. — Been driving — it snowed & was wet. —
I received old Sturmer & he told me yr. decisions — God grant, all is

for the good, tho' it gave me a painful shock you also take him away fr. the

Council of Ministers.

I had a big lump in my throat — such a devoted, honest, sure man. Yr.

kindness & trust touched him so much & the beautiful nomination. I regret,

because he likes our Friend & was so right in that way — Trepov, I personally

do not like & can never have the same fealing for him as to old Goremikift

& Sturmer — they were of the good old sort. The other, I trust, will be firm

(1 fear at heart a hard man) — but far more difficult to talk to — those two
loved me & came for every question that worried them, so as not to disturb

you — this one I, alas, doubt caring for me & if he does not trust me or

our Friend, thinks will be difficult. I told Sturmer to tell him how to behave
about Gregory & to safeguard him always. Oh, may it be for the good
& you have an honest man, in him to help you. You, Lovy, will tell him
to come to me too sometimes — I know him so little & would like to

«understand» him. —
Thanks, dear, for sending us Voyeikov. — Saw Gregory yesterday &

then he wired to you, when 1 told him about the old Emperor's death —
(Francis Joseph) he thinks it certainly for our good in every way (I too) «S:

hopes the war may then sooner end, as there may be stories between Germany
& Austria. Thanks for Sukhomlinov, - here is a letter fr. 5. to you.
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What joy to meet soon — lots to talk over. Please, make Nikolai Mikhailo-

vitch go away — he is a dangerous element in town. — Must end. 10,000,000

kisses & blessings fr. yr.

Own.

No. 389.

Tsarskoje Selo, Nov. lo-th 191

6

Beloved Sweetheart,

Its one in the night & yet I begin my letter to you, as to-morrow have

people all day long. Even in the hospital I shall receive a French Dr. as

wants to speak about wonderful! tables he & other French Doctors take to

Rumania. An electric battery & Rontgen apparatus under the table, so that

during the operation one can the whole time see where the ball is & that

colossally facilitates of course the extraction of bullets or bits of shells. Then
an English consul from Riga I believe will bring me there 10,000 p.

at 2 we go to my train to a Mass officiated by the Metropolitan, as they

have newly arranged the church. Then receive somebody in Ania's house.

Then Frederiks to an early tea. Then N. P. to real tea. Hereafter (no more
ink in that pen) Meliuhin, Nikolosha's aid. Then Protopopov, Trepov 8c our-
for an hour in the evening to say goodbye. He is very sad, Sturmer did not

understand he ought to have gone for a rest. Not knowing Trepov of course

he is anxious for you. But he thinks you ought to have another minister of

roads & communication, finds it not good a man has two things to do, as

then can never so well fulfil each place — & besides at the present time he
must travel about & personally see to all, — would not Valuyev have — utterly

devoted, good man (so found our Friend since a good time already). --

Lets choose the Minister of foreign affairs together. I saw Princess Julie

Branicka to-day, still so handsome, tho' full of rinckles — we saw her last

at I(iev. Her husband died before the war. She is a niece of the old lady

at Belaya Tserkov & saw Motherdear there. — Spent a cosy evening at the

hospital knitting & chattering. Elena lunched with us — enjoyed the Crimea.
She says Peter of Montenegro is fighting with our troops in France. — My
head goes round from all the people I have to see — & all must fit in &
enough time for each. Am greatly intensely looking forward to Sunday
5 o'clock!!! Now at last (thanks to our Fr.) since 3 nights sleep nearly

perfectly well, such a comfort, as the head is then fresher. — Goodnight
6 sleep well — I have written this in 12 minutes.

Nov. 1 1 - 1 h.

Such fond thanks for Your letter, deary. Old man was wrong in not
telling me about your other intention — they have put me awfully out. Forgive
me, deary, believe me — I entreat you dont go and change Protopopov now,
he will be alright, give him the chance to get the food supply matter into his

hands & I assure you, all will go. Sturmer finds him fidgety, because Sturmer
dawdled & did not answer quick enough & keep them all enough in hand.
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Bobrinsky all the same if you change him, I find, only not Protopopov, now it

is not good. Of course I more than regret Ignat, sits there (very left)

& that Trepov is at the head — but choose a new minister of Railrods &
Communications — he can't do 2 things at a time, now when everything

is so serious. — tho' of course he will say he can. — Makarov eld. be beauti-

fully changed, he is not for us, but Protopopov is honestly for us. Oh, Lovy,

you can trust me. I may not be clever enough — but I have a strong

feeling & that helps more than the brain often. Dont chang e anybody
until we meet, I entreat you, lets speak it over quietly together. Let

Trepov come a day later or keep the papers & names back, Lovy dear — for

Wify's sake. You dont know how hard it is now — so much to live through

& such hatred of the «rotten upper sets». The food supply must be m Protopopov'

s

hands. — Others are intriguing against him, he heard the news from the

Headquarters some days ago. — Times are serious — don't break up all at

once — Sturmer was a big act — now choose — Trepov's successor as

minister & a younger one instead of Bobrinsky — but leave Protopopov, don't

be angry with me, its for you I say all this I know it wld. not be good.

Heart & soul are weary fr. suffering, but I must tell you the truth. Goodbye,
my Angel. Once more, remember that for your reign. Baby & us you need
the strenght prayers & advice of our Friend. Remember, how last year all were

against you & for Nikolasha & our Friend gave you the help & strenght you
took over all & saved Russia — we no longer went back. He told Sturmer that

he ought not to have accepted being Minister of Foreign affairs, that it would
be his ruin — German name & one wld. say — all my doing. — Protopopov vene-

rates our Friend & will be blessed — Sturmer got frightened & for months did

not see him — so wrong & he lost his footing. Ah, Lovy, I pray so hard to

God to make you feel & realise, that He is our caring, were He not here,

I dont know what might not have happened. He saves us by His prayers &
wise counsils & is our rock of faith & help. — M-me Taneyev said aloud

that Ignatiev, Krivoshein and Sazonov (?) & intend breaking Protopopov's

neck & will do everything to succeed. Dont let them. He is not mad,
the wife sees Bekhterev for his nerves only. For m e dont make any changes

till I have come, tell Trepov you wish to think it over a day or two & tell

him you do n t intend sending Protopopov & please, give him the food supply

question as settled, — believe me, he will manage — in the country one feels it

already (only vile Petrograd & Moscou speak against him). — Quieten me,

promise, forgive, but its for you & Baby I fight. -

Kisses yr.
^yjjy

No. 390.

Tsarskofe Selo, Nov. 12-th 191

6

My own beloved One,

I am writing to you in our hospital in one of the wards — was too

dead tired last night to think of anything & had to put my things together &
arrange yr. letters. My head goes round in a ring so excuse if I write
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unclearly — so dark too & deary. You probably have a paper about Viltch-

kovsky being promoted general, please deary, do it, it will help him for all

his relations with other generals & commissioners, who are a nuisance. — Lovy,

my Angel — now about the chief thing — don't change Protopopov.

I had a long talk with him yesterday — the man 'is as sane as only can, of

course Trepov (as I was sure) said the same thing to me — its utterly
false, — he is quiet & calm & utterly devoted which one can, alas, say of

but few & he will succeed — already things are going better, & it would be

folly at such a serious moment to change him. I will tell you details &
intrigues when I come & you will see all clearly. Therefore I begged you to

put of Trepov till we have met. Its the same story as last year — again against

wify — they know he is completely devoted to me & comes to me as does

Shakhovskoy (wants to change him too). Change nobody now, otherwise the £);
will think its their doing & that they have succeeded in clearing everybody

out. And its bad to begin by sending all flying — others wont have the time

to set to work in new places whilst the Duma sits. You know, I have no very

good opinion of Trepov & I see by his wishing to clear out people devoted

to me — the game. They will then be ministers as the last Headquarters chose,

were all against me. They feel I am your wall & it aggravates them — ah,

lovy, dont let them do this, its more serious than you think. It took you
long then to realise that last year — & now its the bad party, who have got)

behind Trepov — Voyeikov also plays an ugly part with Andronnikov in this

affair — he clings to this bad man. Its difficult writing & asking for oneself,

I assure you, but its for yr. & Baby's sake, believe me. I don't care what

bad one says of me, only when one tries to tear devoted, honest people, who
care for me — away — its horribly unfair. I am but a woman fighting

for her Master & Child, her two dearest ones on earth — & God will help

me being your guardian angel, only dont pull the sticks away upon wh. I

have found it possible to rest. Trepov will recommend him in Shakhovskoy's

place — not if he says he is unnormal. Stick firm & send for Protopopov at

once & have a good talk with him, if you like I'll be with you. Only when you
tell Trepov you won't change Protopopov nor Shakhovskoy, don't for

goodness mention my name — it must be your wise wish. If he says he

cant work with them, then tell him you will keep him for the moment &
then take another. Be the master — Trepov has a disagreeable character. I never

care about people who use lots of words to explain their devotion, I like to

see it in their acts — Protopopov proves it the whole time (another idiotic

wounded stands & stares whole time & drives me wild — others make much
noise in the corridor, wh. does not make it easier for writing).

I want you to read this before we meet — it will give you time in

case Trepov comes before me! I am very hurt Sturmer did not warn me
before. Lovy, its no joke, more serious, as its a hunt against wify. Categorically

answer you have quietly thought it over & do not for the present intend chan-

ging any of your ministers. Leave old Bobrinsky even. Please, pay attention

to all I write (now 3 more have come to make me wild). Its a lie when
Trepov says Protopopov understands nothing about the ministery — he knows
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well, in the country one feels his firm hand — provisions are coming its

going slowly but rightly for the good. lo days his papers were not read

through by the ministers, such a shame. What joy to rest to-morrow in

your arms to kiss & bless you.

Wify.

Darling, remember that it does not lie in the man Protopopov or x. y. z.,

but its the question of monarchy & yr. prestige now, which must not be

shattered in the time of the Duma. Dont think they will stop at him, but they

will make all others leave who are devoted to you one by one — & then

ourselves. Remember, last year Yr. leaving to the Army — when also you were

alone with us two against everybody, who promised revolution if you went.

You stood up against all & God blessed your decision. I repeat again — it

does not lie in the name of Protopopov but in your remaining firm & not

giving in — The Czar rules and not the Duma. — Forgive my again writing,

but I am fighting for your reign & Baby's future. God will help, be firm

don't listen to men, who are not from God but cowards. Yr. W'ify, to whom
you are ALL in ALL.

True unto death.

No. 391.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 4-th 191

6

My very precious One,

Goodbye, sweet Lovy

!

Its great pain to let you go — worse than ever after the hard times we
have been living & fighting through. But God who is all love & mercy
has let the things take a change for the better, — just a little more patience

& deepest faith in the prayers & help of our Friend — then all will go
well. I am fully convinced that great «S: beautiful times are coming for yr.

reign & Russia. Only keep up your spirits, let n talks or letters pull you

down — let them pass by as something unclean & quickly to be forgotten.

Show to all, that you are the Master & your will shall be obeyed —
the time of great indulgence & gentleness is over — now comes your reign

of will & power, & they shall be made to bow down before you & listen

your orders & to work how & with whom you wish — obedience they

must be taught, they do not know the meaning of that word, you have spoilt them

by yr. kindness & all forgivingness. Why do people hate me? Because they

know* I have a strong will & when am convinced of a thing being right (when

besides blessed by Gregory), do not change my mind & that they can't bear.

But its the bad ones. Remember Mr. Philipps words when he gave mc
the image with the bell. As you were so kind, trusting & gentje, I was to be

yr. bell, those that came with wrong intentions wld. not be able to approach

me & I wld. warn you. Those who are affraid of me, dont look mc in the

eyes or are up to some wrong, never like me. — Look at the black ones — then

Orlov & Drcnteln -- Witte — Kokovtzev — Trepov, I feci it too — Makarov —
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Kaufmann — Sofia Ivanovna — Mary — Sandra Obolensky etc., but those who
are good & devoted to you honestly &: purely — love me, — look at the simple

people & military. The good & bad clergy its all so clear & therefore no

more hurts me as when I was younger. Only when one allows oneself to

write you or me nasty impertinent letters — you must punish. Ania told me
about Balaschov (the man I always disliked). I understood why you came so

awfully late to bed & why I had such pain & arLxiety waiting. Please, Lovy,

tell Frederiks to write him a strong reprimand (he & Nicolai Mikhailovitch

& Vass make one in the club) — he has such a high court-rank &
dares to write, unasked. And its not the first time — in bygone days I

remember he did so too. Tear up the letter, but have him firmly reprimanded
— tell Voyeikov to remind the old man — such a smack to a conceited member
of the Council of the Empire will be very useful. We cannot now be tram-

pled upon. Firmness above all! — Now you have made Trepov's son A.D.C.
you can insist yet more on his working with Protopopov, he must prove his

gratitude. — Remember to forbid Gurko speaking & mixing himaelf into poli-

tics — it ruined Nikolasha & Alexeiev, — the latter God sent this illness clearly

to save you fr. a man who was lossing his way & doing harm by listening

to bad letters & people, instead of listening to yr. orders about the war &
being obstinate. And one has set him against me — proof — what he said to

old Ivanov. —
But soon all this things will blow over, its getting clearer & the weather

too. which is a good sign, remember.

And our dear Friend is praying so hard for you — a man of God's near

one gives the strenght, faith & hope one needs so sorely. And others cannot

understand this great calm of yours & therefore think you dont understand &
try to ennervate, frighten & prick at you. But they will soon tire of it.

Should Motherdear write, remember the Michels are behind her. — Don't heed

& take to heart — thank God, she is not here, but kind people find means of

writing & doing harm. — All is turning to the good — our Friends dreams means
so much. Sweety, go to the Moghiiev Virgin & find peace & strenght there — look

in after tea, before you receive, take Baby with you, quietly — its so calm

there — & you can place yr. candels. Let the people see you are a christian

Sovereign & dont be shy — even such an example will help others. —
How will the lonely nights be ? I cannot imagine it. The consolation to

hold you tightly clasped in my arms — it lulled the pain of soul & heart

& I tried to put all my endless love, prayers & faith & strenght into my
caresses. So inexpressibly dear you are to me, husband of my heart. God bless

you & my Baby treasure — I cover you with kisses; when sad, go to Baby's

room & sit a bit quietly there with his nice people. Kiss the beloved child

& you will feel warmed & calm. All my love I pour out to you, Sun of my
life. —

Sleep well, heart & soul with you, my prayers around you ^ God &
the holy Virgin will never forsake you —

.

Ever your very, very

Own.
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No. 392.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 5 th 191

6

My own Sweetheart,

From the depths of my loving heart I send you warmest, heartiest good-
wishes & many tender blessings for yr. dear Namesday. May yr. patronsaint

quite particularly be near you & keep you in safe guard. Everything that a

devoted, unutterably loving heart can only wish you — Sunny wishes you.

Strength, firmness, unwaving decision, calm, peace, success, brightest sunshine
— rest & happiness at last after yr. hard, hard fighting. In thoughts I clasp

you tightly to my heart, let your sweet, weary head rest upon my breast. With
the candles my prayers rise in burning fervour & brightness for you — to-night

shall go to Church, & to-morrow our fogies, court ones, will be there to

congratulate after mass. — How can I thank you enough for the unexpected,

intense joy of yr. precious letter — it was a ray of warming sunshine in my
lonely heart. After you both left, I went to Znamenia. Later received Ilyin,

Vsevol. of my supply trains — Bagration - M. of the »Savage Divisions —
will try & see you at the Headquarters — awfully interesting all he tells about
the tribes under him — & the Abreki, who behave very well. —

After dinner went to the hospital — to forget oneself. — I thank God I

could help you a little — you too, Sweet one, become firm & unwavering, show
the masterhand & mind. Do n t bend down to a man like Trcpov (whom you
carmot either trust or respect). You have said yr. say & had yr. fight about

Protopopov & it shall not be in vain we suffered — stick to him, be firm, don't

give in — as then never more any peace, they will begin worrying you in the

future yet worse when you don't agree, as they see that by persistent obstinacy

they force you to give in — as hard as they^ I miean Trepov & Rodzianko
(with the evil) on one side —\ I shall stand against them, (with God's holy man)
don't you stick to them, but to us, who live only for you Baby & Russia. To
follow our Friend's councils, lovy — I assure is right — He prays s hard

day & night for you — & He has kept you where you are — only be as con-

vinced as I am- & as I p r v e d it to Ella & shall for ever — then all will go
well. In les »Amis de Dieux« one of the old men of God said, that a country,

where a man of God helps the Sovereign, will never be lost & its true — only

one must listen trust & ask advice — not think He does not know. God opens

everything to Him, that is why people, who do not grasp His soul, so immensely

admire His wonderful brain — ready to understand anything; & when He
blesses an undertaking — it succeeds & if He advises people — one can be quiet

that they are good — if they later on change that is already not His fault —
but He will be less mistaken in people than we are — experience in life blessed

by God. He entreats for Makarov to be quicker changed — & I fully

agree. I told Sturmer that it was wrong he recomended him, that I told him
that he is far from; a devoted man, & n w the chief thing is to find really
devoted men — in deed & not only in words, & to them we must cling. Don't

let Trepov deceive you about people. Protopopov & Shakhovskoy are only for

us, I mean are above all things devoted & love honestly openly. And
Dobrovolsky too. — Should Nikolai Mikhailovitch turn (wh. God forbid), be
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hard & give it him for his letter & goings on in tovra. — I send you Grigorovitch's

paper one sent me. —
Went at II to Znamenia (which I more than ever love) & to the hospi-

tal — sat much — Now receive 4 officers, then we all sledge. Paul comes
to tea then Poguliayev then Church & in the evening see our Friend, who
will give strength. My spirit is firm & live for you, you & you — my heart

& soul. — I wonder, whether you will have a review of the St. George's

regiment, wld. be so nice — if not the 6-th, then another day, — Ducky leaves

to-night to see Missy & perhaps bring all the Children back, according to

circumstances. —
Now I must end. Sleep well & peacefully, beloved Angel. The Holy

Virgin guards you & Gr. prays for you & we do all so hard.

I cover you with tenderest, passionately loving kisses & caresses & long

to be of use & help in carrying yr. heavy Cross. God bless & protect you, my
Nicky. Ever yr. very own

Wify.

I hope you will like the book. The cushions are for yr. sopha, wh. is so

empty. The ashtrays for the dinnertable or train. —
Always near you sharing all — the good is coming, the turn has begvm.

No. 393.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 6-th 1916

My own sweet Angel,

Many happy returns of the day — tenderest blessings & fondest good-
wishes & deepest love. S sad not to be together for your Namesday — the

first time in 22 years. But it was for the good you had to leave, so of course

I don't dream of grumbling. — Nice snow covers all & 5° of frost. We sledged

yesterday, but it humped still rather. B. came, hang him. —
Paul took tea & was nice. I wired to you about Papa Taneyev being

20 years at the head of yr. chancelry — she found it out by chance as they

give him a big luncheon there. — Yesterday we spent the evening cosily,

calmly in the Uttle house. Dear big Lili came too later & Mania Golovina.

He was in good, cheery spirits — one sees how lives 8c thinks for you the

whole time & that all shld. be well. Is anxious, Trepov come there, fears he will

upset you again, bring false things, news I mean & try to come with his candidate.

— Take one instead of him for the railways — pitty you don't approve of

Valuyev for that place — as such a honest & true man. Then get quicker

rid of Makarov, don't dawdle (forgive me) & I wish you wld. take Dobrovolsky
— the story Trepov told you seems untrue (there is another of the same name
also Senator) — I send you a paper she copied about a story Trepov &
good Dobrovolsky had — he thinks it may be a story of revenge. — But K^alinin

— keep — keep him, my Love. I know I bore you, forgive me, but I would
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never do so, if I did not fear yr. wavering again. Stick to yr. decision — do
not give in, how can one hesitate between this simple, honest man who loves

us so deeply — & Trepov whom we cannot trust, nor respect or love, on the

contrary. — Tell him that question exists no more & you forbid his touching

it again & playing with Rodzianko, who wants Protopopov also to leave. He
serves u & not Rodzianko & once you have said you keep Protopopov you
do not intend changing & he i s to work with him. How dare he go against

you — thunder on the table; don't give in (as you said, you wld. at the end)
— be the master; listen to your staunch Wify & our Friend, believe us. Look
at Kalinin & Trepov's face — clearly one sees the difference — bjack & white,

let your soul read rightly. —
Its snowing away, but still we want to sledge & get a little air. The

couple Benkendorf, Zizi, Isa, Nastinka, Trina, Ania, Ressin and Apraxin lunched
with us & we drank to yr. dear heath. Paul was also in Church. The soldierS)

stood outside afterwards & congratulated.

No. 394.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 6-th 191

6

All my thoughts are with you — I fear a very dull day with heaps of

people, but I hope you still can get a walk & Baby his game in the woods.

Congratulate you with all the regimental feasts. The eldest Colonel for the

4 rifles brought us bouquets. He says he has just received the 4-th rifle reg.

& leaves soon. — Agoo wee one, big and small, he loves you beyond words.
In the evening we shall go to the hospital. — Our Friend is so contented with

our girlies, says they have gone through heavy »courses< for their age & their

souls have much developed — they are really great dears & so nice now with

Ania. They have shared all our emotions & it has taught them to see people

with open eyes, so that it will be a great help to them) later in life. TJiny feels

so much in its little wide awake soul too —( & I cannot ever thank God enough
for the marvelous blessing He has sent me in you & them — we are

one, which is, alas, so, so rare now» a days — closely knit together. —
I received 2 lovely teleg. fr. Archangelsk from the Monastery Patmi & I

answered with our Friend, & He begs you absolutely to allow the telcgr. to be
printed. Tell Fred, to give them the permission — & also their first & mine
in the y>Novoye Vremyan — it will open people's eyes & be a counteract against

the Pss. Vassiltchikov letter (wh. M-me Zizi is quite disgusted & shocked with) — &
a smack to old nasty Balashov. — The good is coming, & let «society & Dumaa
see that Russia loves yr. old Wify & stands up for her against them all. —
Zizi admired their touching wire very much; I on purpose answered per-

sonally.

The snow is such a blessing too, St. Nicolas blesses my Sweetheart. —
Goodbye, my. Sunshine, my adored husband, I love you, love you, yearn

over you, kiss & gently caress you, press you to my burning heart.

Ever yr. very Own unto death and beyond.
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No. 395.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 7-th 191

6

My own Beloved,

You cannot imagine Olga's joy when she received yr. telegram — she

got quite pink & could not read it aloud. She will write to you herself to-day.

Thanks tenderly Darling, for having given her this beautiful surprise — she

felt & her sisters as tho' it were her birthday.

At once she sent off a wire to the ^PlastunU.

Did you get news fr. Kirill ? Till now no answer to my telegram I sent

the 5-th evening.

It seems Irina is ill again & so Xenia had to put off going now to K.iev,

so disappointig to poor Motherdear. My Siberians congratulate you & Katia
Ozerov.

5 of frost & looks as tho' it wld. snow more, very grey. — Alas, we heard
Baby's voice very badly by telephone. Mr. Gillard's is lower & so carries

further. Hope you were not too tired & bored yesterday. — Have you begun
iodine again, it wld. be good, think. — I go now always at 11 to Znamenia
& hospital, as not many wounded & than I can finish my papers before. —
Lovy, did you have a reprimand written to Balashov? Please, do its the very
least you can do. —1 I cover you with kisses for yr. sweet letter I received,

I never thought you would find time for a letter. — I saw Kolenkin in the

hospital, had not been on leave for 9 months. They are off & on in their

trenches. —
Cannot write any more to-day, Lovy my Angel. Only one thing, do put

off seeing Trepov, am s affraid he will worry & make you decide things wh.
in a quiet moment you wld. not agree to. Be firm about Kalinin, for our
sake. —

Have you said about that nice telegr. to be printed, its a rarely touching

one & will do good as Taneyev & others also say. —
Blessings & endless kisses fr. yr. very, very own

Sunny.

No. 396.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 8-th 191

6

My own beloved Sunshine,

Fancy, yr. having such cold weather — here are 5" of frost wh. fall to

3 in the day time. We think of going to Novgorod then, as I told you. Get

into the train Saturday for the night, leaving very early — reaching then Sunday
morning, spending a few hours, looking at Churches & I believe a few hospitals

& home again, spending the night in the train & going fr. our wagon Monday
morning to the hospital, then we miss no work. — I shall send for Resslii

& tell him all — don't remember who the governor is — shall not keep it a

secret this time, so as to see more people. But always s shy without you,
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my Lovy dear. — My nice old Princess Golitzin (committee for our prisoners)
found the telegr. fr. Astrakhan lovely & begged they should be printed every-
where. Another Prince Golitzin (from Kharkov) spoke in the Council of the
Empire & not at all well, & one congratulate this one for the speech, he
was furious — also found that one ought to take off court dresses of such
people. Pity you don't put Stcheglovitov now, he wld. tell you such things at

once (if eld. not stop speeches even) & you eld. deprive them of their court
rank — one cannot be severe enough now, therefore Balashov needs a strong
rebuke — don't be kind & weak — forgive me Lovy. — Such very fond
thanks for yr. sweet letter, Lovebird, such joy to hear fr. you. — We also
several times thought it might be the bridegroom the «mysterious hand« —
can imagine how excited all were.

But to have you back, what joy it will be, my own Sweetheart — only
have the Duma cleverly shut — be firm as iron with Trepov & stick to

Kalinin the truest friend. — Got dear letters fr. Victoria & Georgi, who
thanks awfully for the present, —

Now goodbye, my Angel, sweetest of loves, treasure dear. I bless & kiss

you over & over again, yr. own, very own

Be firm — be the master. —
Wify.

No. 397.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 9-th 191

6

My own Angel, 4. .., .:^ j'

Ever such warm, burning thanks for your dear letter. I am glad you like

that nice English book — its so refreshing amongst the sorrow & worries of

this world. We see our Friend this evening, am very glad. Poor Ania's leg

ached awfully yesterday, sort of Drachenschuss & ischias — screamed from
pain — now has B. so lies to day in bed, dont know whether she can
go to morrow. We take Nastinka Ressin & Apraxin. The girls rejoice, as they

love sleeping in the train — but it will be sad alone. — Sleep so little when
you are not there. — Am receiving Rittich, saw Dobrovolsky & spoke much
about Misha's Community station & the senate. —

Poor General Williams, am awfully sorry for the poor man. — Please, bow
to the Belgian fr. me. — How are things going in Roumania ? & generally at

the war ? Lovy my Angel, goodbye & God bless & keep you, coser you with

very tenderest kisses. Y. own Wify.

Got a letter fr. Irene. Mossy lost two sons, & now the eldest couple of

twins are out at the war. —
Ania saw Kalinin yesterday, who said that Trepov has combined with

Rodzianko to let go the Duma from Dec. 17 — Jan. 8. so as that the deputies

should have no time to leave Petrograd for the holidays & to keep them here

in hand. Our Friend & Kalinin entreat you to close the Duma not later
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than the 14-th Feb., i-st or 15-th even, otherwise there will be no peace for

you & no works got through. In the Duma they only fear this, a longer in-

termission & Trepov intends to catch you, saying that it will be worse if the

people return home & spreas their news — but our Friend says, nobody believes

these delegates when they are alone in their homestead, only have strenghb

when together. Lovy mine, be firm & trust our Friends advice — its only

for your good & all who love you think aright. Dont barken, neither to Gurko
nor Grigorovitch, if they ask for a short intermission they don't understand what

they do. I wld. not write all this, were I not so affraid for you & yr. gentle

kindness always read to give in, when not backed up by poor old wify, Ania
& our Friend — therefore the untrue & bad hate our influence (which is but

for the good). — Trepov was at Kalinin's cousins (Lamsdorf), not knowing they

were his relations, & said he was going on the 11 -th to you & wld. insist before

you (brute he is!) that Protopopov should leave. Lovy, look at their faces —
Trepov & Protopopov — can't one clearly see the latter's is cleaner, honester

& more true. — You know you are right, keep up yr. head, order Trepov

to work with him — he dare not be against your order — bang on the table.

Lovy, do you want me to come for a day to give you courage & firmness ?

Be the M aster. One is against Kalinin for stopping assemblies of »Unions«

he did quite rightly. Our Friend says y>that the contusion which was due in

Russia during or after the war has arrived and if he (you) had not taken the

place of Nikolai Nikolaievitch, he would now be thrown off the throne«. Be
of good cheer, the screamers will quieten down — only send off the Duma
quicker & for longer — trust me — you know Trepov flirts with Rod-
zianko — all know it, & to you he slyly fibs its out of politics. — Go to the

lovely Image & get strenght & power there — remember always our Friends

dream, it meens so, oh so much for you & us all. —

No. 398.
Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 10 th 1916

My own beloved One,

Always have to write in a flying hurry, heaps of Rostovtzev's papers I

had to finish, then Ania's leg being bad went to her 3 times a day, & received,

so that scarcely a free moment. But she hopes to go with us this evening.

This morning first time 7 degrees, its brighter because of the snow, but we

have no sun. —
I enclose a coin sent for you & an Image on silk; — & then some papers

to read through from K<^linin, in case Voyeikov did not give you the duplicates.

On Manuilov's paper I b e g you to write ^discontinue the case«. & send it to

Minister of Justice. Batiushin who had to do with the whole thing, now himself

came to Ania to beg one shld. stop it, as he at last understood it was ugly^

story, got up by others to harm our Friend, Pitirim etc. all that fat Khvostov's

fault. General Alexeiev knew about it through Batiushin again later. Otherwise
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in a few days one begins the instruction & there can be very disagreeable talks all

over again, & bring up that horrible scandle fr. last year. Before others Khvostov
said the other day that he regrets that »Tchik<.< did not succeed to finish off

our Friend. And his courtdress was left him alas, alas!

Well, please at once without delay send Manuilov's paper to Makarov
otherwise too late. — Lovy, wont you quicker change Makarov & take Dobro-
volsky — Makarov really is an enemy (of me absolutely, therefore of you
too), & don't listen to Trepov's protests. He, of course, will speak against

Dobrovolsky as has his own candidates — but is a devoted man which is

much nowadays. — And why won't you have honest Valuyev, whom we know
so well, honest & devoted as Minister of railways & Communications?

I enclose a letter from Sukhomlinov to our Friend, please read it through,

as there he explains all clearly about his affair, wh. you must send for &
not all to go to the Council of the Empire as then there will be no saving of

poor Sukhomlinov. — He writes so clearly everything — do read it through

& act according — why shld. he suffer & not Kokovtzev (who wld. not give the

money) nor Sergei who on account of her has just as much fault. —
Just received your letter.

From all my heart I thank you for it very tenderly. Now Trepov is with

you, & I feel s anxious. I just saw f(alinin — is so glad you got all the

papers through Voyeikov, so I won't send them again to bother you. He is

most anxious you shld. sooner send away the Duma & for longer — in lo

years they have never had a recess like this, s short & then one has

no time to do things. The Council of the Empire is m a d agreeing with the

Duma about freedom of censorship. My head goes round & I seem

to write bosh. — Only be firm, firm. — Thank God one stopped the meetings

at Moscou, six times (Kalinin was till 4 in the morning at the telephone), but

Lvov succeeded in reading a paper before the police got them in one place.

You see — Kalinin works well & firmly & does not flirt with the Duma but

only thinks of us. —
This letter must go now. Zhevakhov comes directly. — Shall give over

your message to Islavin tomorrow — will be a nice change there; — only

shall miss you awfully. You will in consequence get this letter on Monday.

God bless & protect you. Cover you with kisses & tender caress. Ever

yr. very very own old

Wifv.

No. 399.

Beloved Sweetheart,

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 12 th 191

6

For a precious letter & card my tenderest thanks. I am t happy you

went to the dear Image — such peace there — one feels away fr. all worries

that minute whilst pouring out one's heart & soul in prayer to her, to whom so

458



many come with their sorrows. — Well Lovy, Novgorod was a success — tho'

awfully tiring, the soul was uplifted & gave us all strength — I with my heart

& Ania with her aching legs — we got about. — Of course to-day everything

aches; but it was worth it.

I have Anastasia & Olgu to write to you & Anastasla to Baby, as each

describes differently; & I am a bad one at it. The Governor was perfect,

kept us »going« so that we were everywhere in good time & then let the crowd
come near too. What a delightful old town, only got too soon dark — lets

go together in spring when there are inundations, then they say its yet better

& one can go in motor boats to the monasteries. Passing the big monument
of the looo years of Russia, reminded me of the big picture in the big palace

here. — How beautiful the Sofia Cathedral is, only standing in front one could

not see so well. The service lasted 2 hours (instead of 4) — they sang ex-

ceedingly well & I .was happy to begin all with mass & pray for my sweethearts.

Yoantchik & Andriusha went everywhere with us. — We knelt to all the saints.

A pitty when one has to do all in a hurry & cannot give oneself enough to

prayer before each — nor look at all the details. I give Baby the Image
before which we stood (& sat). Bishop Arseni held an alocution, when we
arrived — very touching, young bishop Alexei found himself very handsome (a

Scholar of the Lyceum) they followed us everywhere, all day long. — Then after

mass 10— 12 we went to the hospital next door, diocese through the bishop's

rooms, & to the museum of old church treasures, arranged since 3 years. Lovely

old Images wh. had been lying in churches monasteries, hidden away, covered in

dust. They have begun to clean them up & lovely fresh colours appear — most

interesting & I should have liked to look at all another time in detail, you
wld. love it too. — Back to the train the soldiers had already dispearsed

(luckily). — I lunched on my bed & A. in her compartment. The children

had Yoantchik & Andriusha & Islavin. We were received by his wife &
daughter with flowers — bread & salt from the town. — At 2 we went off

again to the Zemstvo Hospital small. Everywhere distribued Images. —
Then to the ^Dessiatinnit^ monastery — relicks of St. Barbara are kept

there. Sat a moment at the Abesses room & then I asked to be taken to

the old woman Maria Mikhailovna (Zhevakov told me about her) & we went

to her on foot through the wet snow. She lay in bed in a small dark room, so

they brought a candle for us to see each other. She is 107, weares irons

(now they lay near her) — generally always works, goes about, sews for

the convicts & soldiers without spectacles — never washes. And of course

no smell, or feeling of dirt, scraggy grey hair standing out, a sweet fine,

oval face with lovely young, shining eyes & sweet smile. She blessed us

& kissed us. To you she sends the apple (please eat it) — said the war
wld. soon be over — y>tell him that we are satisfied.». To me she said, y>and

you the beautiful one — don't fear the heavy cross<i. (several times) — »/or

your coming to visit us, two churches will be built in Russia» (said it twice)

f>don't forget us, come again.» — Baby she sent the wafer (too little time

& fidgety around, else would have loved to speak to her), gave us all Images.

Said not to worry about the children, will marry & could not hear the rest. —
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Forget, what she said to the girls — I made Yoantchlk & Andriusha also

go up to her, & sent Ania in; — she will no doubt write about it. I thank

God for having let us see her. — It was she who some years ago told

people to have that big image of the Virgin of old Russia to be copied

& sent to you — one would not, said too big — then the war began &
she insisted & they did so & she said we would all be at the church procession

& so it was when they brought her last year in July 5 ( ?) before the Feodor
Assembly — you remember ? And you had the immense Image kept at the

4 Rifle Regiment — I have a little book about her life an old servant of the

Marinsky Palace gave me yesterday (her spiritual son). — She made me a

far more peaceful impression than old Pasha of Diveyer. From there to the

Yuriev Monastery (5 versts from town), yr. old Nikodim is there, adores &
prays for you & sends you love. —

I think Olga writes all these details to you. — Such love & warmth
everywhere, feeling of God & your people, unity & purity of feelings —
did me no end of good & we are already combining ideas for Tikhvin

Monastery with very venerated Virgin (Image) — 4 hours from here — &
Viatka & Vologda, Archangelsky is going to find out. — Just combine hos-

pitals with holy places, that gives strength. — All is so old & historical at

Novgorod, one feels removed back to olden times. The old woman meets

every one with y>be joyous uncrowned brides^ —
We went to a little home for boys of Tatiana's committee — they brought

little girls there from another one too. — Then we went to Noblemen's Club
where the Ladies' Committee gave me 5000 rubles & saw their hospital — splendid

big hall for the men, officers ne.xt door. Took tea, quite nice, the Governor's

wife & Archibishop sat next to me — few ladies, all hideous — his daughter
works there as sister. — Then to the Znamenskaya church — I send you
an Image I bought of her, as so lovely & do hang her over your bed, her

face is so sweet; & the Bride of Christ's (whom they hid fr. us), saw
her that same day then, that she wld. help you. Then they brought a

miraculous image of St. Nicolas for us to kiss — how lovely the church is!

& vault's (such steep stairs) — no time to look at the ^Day of Jugdmenta
on wh. Peter the Great & Menstchikov's portraits were painted by Peter's

order. — Our motor stuck & the crowd pushed us off. From there to a

wee chapel in a garden where on the stove of a holy bread bakery appeared (ages

ago) the Virgin —< it is intact & only covered in glass Sc with gems surrounded.

Such awfully strong »perfume«, the girls Sc I noticed it. Carried you both

everywhere in soul <& heart sharing together everything I! —
(Write a little note to Ania as thanks, it will do her good as she

shares so warmly everything — govern, so nice to her & Nikodim). —
From there still to Zenistvo hospital, where wounded from surrounding places

had been brought — & City Hospital. At the station received an Image
& apples from the Merchants. The lancer's march was played by the band
of Reserve Regiment of there. — Left before 6 — back here 10.20, slept

night in train, morning off to hospital — now resting — evening our Friend.
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— So lovely & restful, warming to the soul. Blessings & kisses without end

fr, yr.

Sunny.

How odious about Roumania. —

No. 400.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 13-th 191

6

My own dearest Angel,

Tenderest thanks for Your dear card. Am so anxious (as you have

no time to write) to know about your conversation with that horrible Trepov. I

read in the paper that he told Rodzianko now, that the Duma will bee shut about

on the 17-th till first half of Jan. Has he any right to say this, before the

official anouncement through the Senate is made ? I find absolutely
not & ought to be told so, & Rodzianko get a reprimand for allowing

it to be put in the papers. And I did so hard beg for sooner & longer.

Thank God, you at last fixed no date in Jan. & can call them together in

Feb. or not at all. They do not work & Trepov flirts with Rodzianko all

know that, 2 a day they meet — that is not decent — why does he make
up & try to work with him (who is false) & not with Protopopov (who is

true) — that pictures the man. Old Bobrinsky loathes the Trepov's «& knows
their faults — & he is so utterly devoted to you & therefore Trepov kicked

him out. My Angel, we dined yesterday at Ania's with our Friend. It was

so nice, we told all about our journey & He said we ought to have gonQ

straight to you as we would have brought you intense joy & blessing & I foar

disturbing you I He entreats you to be firm, to be the Master & not

always to give in to Trepov — you know much better than that man
(still let him lead you) — «& wh/y not our Friend who leads through God.

Remember why I am disliked — shows it right to be firm & feared & you

be the same, you a man, — only believe more in our Friend (instead of

Trepov). He lives for you & Russia. And we must give a strong country

to Baby, & dare not be weak for his sake, else he will have a yet

harder reign, setting our faults to right & drawing the reins in tightly which

you let loose. You have to suffer for faults in the reigns of your predecessors

& God knows what hardships are yours. Let our legacy be a lighter one

for Alexei. He has a strong will & mind of his own, don't let things slip

through yr. fingers & make him have to build up all again. Be firm, I,

your wall, am behind you & won't give way — I know He leads us right —
& you listen gently to a false man as Trepov. Only out of love which you
bear for me & Baby — take no big steps without warning me & speaking

over all quietly. Would I write thus, did I not know you so very easily

waver & change your mind, & what it costs to keep you stick to Your opinion.

I know I may hurt you how I write & that is my pain & sorrow — but

you. Baby & Russia are far too dear to me. What about Sukhomlinov
& Manuilov. I prepared all for you. And Dobrovolsky — a sure man —
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& quicker get rid of Makarov, who, do at last believe me, is a bad man.
God give me the power to convince you — its harder keeping you firm than
the hate of others wh. leaves me cold. I loathe Trepov's obstinacy. There
were lots of paris in the Duma that Pitirim wld. be sent away — now
he got the cross, they have become crushed & small (you see, when you
show yourself the Master) & more, & more one finds it right Princess W.
was sent away. — You never answered me about Balashov, fear, you did
nothing & Frcdcriks is old, & no good unless I speak firmly to him. —
Such a mistake not to have closen the Duma 14 & then Kalinin could get

back to his work & you wld. see & talk to him. - Only not a responsible

cabinet which all are mad about. Its all getting calmer & better, only
one wants to feel Your hand — how long, years, people have told me the

same — »Russia loves to feel whip« — its their nature — tender love &
then the iron hand to punish & guide. — How I wish I could pour my will

into your veins. The Virgin is above you, for you, with you, remember the

miracle — our Friend's vision.

Soon our troops will have more force in Roumania. — Warm & thick

snow. — Forgive this letter, but I could not sleep this night, worrying
over you — don't hide things from me — I am strong — but listen
to me, wh. means our Friend & trust us through all — 8c beware of

Trepov — you can't love or venerate him. I suffer over you as over a tender,

softhearted child — wh. needs giding, but listens to bad advisers whilst

a man of God's tells him what to do. Sweetest Angel, come home soon —
ah no, you have the Gen., why not before, — I cant grasp; why the same day
as the Duma — strange combination again. — And Voyeikov, has that also

fallen through ? —
Oh, dear, I must get up. Been writing Xmas-cards all the morning.

Heart & soul burning with you — Love boundless, therefore seems harsh all

I write — pardon, believe & understand. I love you too too deeply & cry over
your faults & rejoice over every right step.

God bless & protect, guard & guide you. Kisses without end,

Y. truest

Wify.
Please, read this paper & Anias too.

If a lie — have Rodzianko's uniform taken off.

No. 401.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 14 th 1916
My beloved Sweetheart,

7 of frost & thick snow. Scarcely slept this night again, remaining
till luncheon in bed as all aches still & have a slight chill. Such loving thanks
for yr. dear letter. Trepov was very wrong in putting off the Duma now
& wishing to call it beginning of January again, the result being (which
he, Rudzianko & all counted upon), that nobody goes home & all will remain,
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fomenting, boiling in Petrograd. He came to you meekly, as then was sure

to succeed with you, had he screamed as usual, you wld. have got angry

& not agreed. Lovy, our Friend begged you to shut it 14-th — Ania and I

wrote it to you — & you see, they have time to make trouble now about for-

bidding the »Unions« to unite — you got Kalinin's paper through Voyeikov

yesterday. He also wrote to Trepov begging it shld. be behind closed doors,

Trcpov never deigned to answer him — so he wrote to Rodzianko, who did

as Kalinin wished, only of course said by Kalinin's wish — coward Trepov

wld. not take it upon himself — what ever you like, Trepov behaves now, as

a traitor & is false as a cat — do not trust him, he concocts everything with

Rodzianko together, its only too well known. —
That paper I sent you yesterday, Rodzianko himself wrote — he has

n right to print & distribute yr. conversation & I doubt it being literal

as he always lies — if not exact then be the Emp. & at once have his

court-dress taken fr. him, don't ask Frederiks' or Trepov's advice, both

are frightened, tho' old man wld. formerly have understood the necessity,

now he is old. Already one spread in town (Duma) that the nobility in Novg. did

not receive me, & when they read that we even drank tea together they be-

came crushed. About Kaufmann one is very pleased — you see, yr. firmness

is appreciated by the good — so easy to continue when once begun —
forgive me tormenting you with these letters — but only read the 2 telegr.

I wired to you, you will again see what the right say — & they turn to

me to beg you. If you hear fr. Kalinin again & he begs to close the Duma
— do it, don't stick to the 17-th — time is money, the moment golden,

& if dawdled over difficult, impossible to catch up & mend again. — I

do hope its not true Nikolasfm comes for the 17-th — formerly it went

perfectly without Vorontzov — that has nothing to do with the Caucasus,

our front here. Keep him away, evil genius. And he will mix into affaire

& speak about Wassiltchikov. Be Peter the Great, John the Terrible, Em-
peror Paul — crush them all under you — now don't you laugh, noughty

one — but I long to see you so with all those men who try to govern ^o^
— & it must be the contrary. Countess Benkendorf was so outraged by Prin-

<:ess W.'s letter, that she made a round of visits to the older ladies in town,

Princess Lolo, Countess Vorontzov etc. telling them her opinion & that she

finds it a disgrace to what the society has come down to, forgetting all

principles & begging them to begin by strongly speaking to their daughters

who behave and talk outrageously. It ssems to have had its effect, as people

speak now of her, so they realise the letter was really an unheard of one, &
not such a charming one as some try to pretend. Katoussia W. also wrote to

me, but after reading I tore it. And here the contrast, telegr. fr. y>Unlon

of the Russian People's, asking me to give over things to you. — One is

rotten, weak, immoral society — the other, healthy, rightthinking, devoted sub-

jects — & to these one must listen, their voice is Russia's & not society

or the Duma's. One sees the right so clearly & they know the Duma ought

to be closed & to them Trepov won't listen. If one does not listen to these,

they will take things into their own hands to save you and more harm un*
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willingly may be done — than a simple word from you to close the
Duma, — but till February, if earlier — they, will all stick here. I eld. hang
Trepov for his bad counsels — and now after the papers KaUnin sent

Voyc'ikov with those vile, utterly revolutionary representations of Moscou
Nobility & y>Unions<-<., wh. have been discussed at the Duma, how can one
keep them even one day on still — I hate false Trepov who does all to harm
you, backed up by Makarov. Had I but got you here again — all was at

once calmer & had you returned as Gregory in 5 days, you wld. have put
order, wld. have rested yr. weary head upon wify's breast & Sunny wld.
have given you strength & you wld. have listened to me & not to Trepov. God
will help, I know, but you must be firm. Disperse the Duma at once, when
you told Trepov 17-th you did not know what they were up to. — I should
have quietly & with a clear conscience before the whole of Russia
have sent Lvov to Siberia (one did so for far less grave acts), taken Samarin's
rank away (he signed that paper fr. Moscou), Miliukov, Gutchkov & Poli-

vanov also to Siberia. It is war and at such a time interior war is

high treason, why don't you look at it like that, I really cannot under-
stand. I am but a woman, but my soul & brain tell me it wld. be the
saving of Russia — they sin far worse than anything the Sukhomlinov's
ever did. — Forbid Brussilov etc. when they come to touch any political sub-

jects, fool, who wants responsible cabinet, as Georgi writes.

Remember even Mr. Philippe said one dare not give constitution, as it

would be yr. & Russia's ruin, & all true Russians say the same. Months
ago I told Sturmer about Shvedov to be a member of Council of the Empire
to have them & good Maklakov in they will stand bravely for us. I know
I worry you — ah, wld. I not far, far rather only write letters of love, tender-

ness & caresses of wh. my heart is so full — but my duty as wife &
mother & Russia's mother obliges me to say all to you — blessed by our
Friend. Sweetheart, Sunshine of my life, if in battle you had to meet the

enemy, you wld. never waver & go forth like a lion — be it now in the
battle against the small handful of brutes & republicans — be the Master,
& all will bow down to you. — Do you think I shld. fear, ah no — to-day
I have had an officer cleared out fr. Maria's & Anastasia's hospital, because
he allowed himself to mock at our journey, pretending Protopopov bought
the people to receive us so well; the Drs. who beared it raged — you seej

Sunny in her small things is energetic & in big one as much as you wish —
we have been placed by God on a throne & we must keep it firm 8c give

it over to our Son untouched — if you keep that in mind you will remember
to be the Sovereign — & how much easier for an autocratic sovereign thAn
one who has sworn the Constitution. —

Beloved One, listen to me, yes, you know yr. old true Girly. »Do
not fearn the old woman said & therefore I write without fear to my agoo wee
one. — Now the girlies want their tea, they came frozen back from their

drive. — 1 kiss you & hold you tightly clasped to my breast, caress you,

love you, long for you, cant sleep without you — bless you

Ever yr. very Own
\Siiy.
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No. 402.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 15-th 191

6

My own Beloved,

Please, forgive me for my impertinent letters — girly does not mean to hurt

her Angel, but writes from deepest love — & sometimes driven to exasperation,

knowing one cheets you & proposes wrong things. How can I feel ever quiet

when Trepov comes to you? And still he succeeds in persuading you wrongly
— only to find a successor — but many say, that once Makarov changed, he will

become better on the whole. You see how he clings to Makarov (whom I

continue saying is false to us) & wants him at head of the Council of the

Empire — too bad. Put strongminded (hard) Stcheglovitov there, he is

the man foi such a place & will allow no disorders & bad things to go on.

— I shall send you the papers back to-morrow when have studied them

through. —
Thanks so much (& fr. A. too) for Manuilov, fancy nice Malama said at 5

yesterday there was no paper fr. you (the Messenger came early in the mor-

ning), so I had to wire. One had intended making a whole story, dragging in

all sorts of names (out of filth, simply) & lots were going to be present at

the trial. Thanks again dear one. — Our Fr. came to her, I did not go out

of the house. He never goes out since ages, except to come here, but yesterday

he walked in the streets with Mania, to the Kazan and St. Isaacs (Cathedrals)

& not one disagreeable look, people all quiet. Says in 3 or 4 days things

will go batter in Roumania & all will go better. — How good yr. order is —
just read it with deepest emotion. — God help & bless you. Sweetheart.

It is not necessary to say poor old huzy with no will, it kills me — forgive^

me — you understand me I know & my allconsuming love — yes Lovy mine?

Me loves too so terribly, terribly. — Little Kazhevnikov (fr. Murman) comes

to lunch & ^, P. to tea, to enjoy each separately. Do let ^V. P. get the yacht

for Xmas, please dear. —
Our Fr. says Kalinin must be well now. Why don't you make him

Minister of the Inferior not Acting Minister (my idea) — that young Rittich,

who only just began, already got his affirmation (to his own surprise). —
Only slept after 4—6 this night, quite lost my sleep again — need you I

—
The sun is trying to appear very thick snow, 6 of frost. Ania & I want

to go to Holy Communion on Sunday, as its Christmas Fast — to get strength

& help. — I am glad you liked the Image — is her face not sweet, tho' sad?

I am sending 3 little lamps fr. the Children & me to Novoye Znamenie & to

the old woman with an Image. Did you eat her apple ? — So glad you told

Frederiks to answer those nice telegr. from us both. Why on earth won't

the Generals allow y>Russfu)ye Znamia«. (small patriotic paper) to be sent to the

army, Dubrovit finds it a shame (I agree) & they can read any proclamations.

Our Chiefs are really idiots. — That new Club Trepov has arranged (for offi-

cers etc.) not famous — am going to find out about it, off. of our United
Regiment go there & they all met Rodzianko with manifestations & allocutions
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there — most tactless. — Lovy, Dubrovin asks to see me — may I or not?
Please, tell Trepov Duma on leave till beginning of Feb. as they must have

time to go home (here more mischief if they remain — Rodzianko & Trepov
arranged it together) — believe our Friend's advice. Even the Children
notice how things don't come out well if we do not listen to Him & the con-

trary — good when listen. The path is narrow, but one must walk along it

straight, in the manner of God and not of man — one only needs to face all

courageously & with more faith. —
Now, a miracle (all say) »Variag« arrived before all the others — Storm,

40 knots fr. Gibraltar to Glasgow. The water not simply washes over, but

goes in & through, alas, everywhere, machine not famous, must be repared
soon in England. Our Fr. was anxious when they left Vladivostok, but they

were blessed & saved because Lili out of faith went to Verkhoturie & Tobolsk
with Gregory & Ania in summer. —

Blessings, love, caresses & kisses without end, Huzy my Beloved, fr.

yr. very, very Own.

Wish the telephone were not so bad. — Kazhevnikov was a dear &
talked a lot, hope you will see him before he returns, he came with the Adni.

they had 3 accidents on the new line. Probably in Feb. the »Variag« will have

to go for 5—6 months to England for repairs, as its dangerous leaving her

so, she is old & not safe. — The Engl, everywhere charming in all the

ports helping where & how they could. Poor boy had to make speeches in

England. Says Den a perfect capt., always calm, never looses his head. They
rolled 42 — so that the guns sweeped along the sea sideways. Heat colossal

in summer, they went 5 months. — So nice to see him — eld. not get over

Anastasia being so fat & a big lady. —

No. 403.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 16-th 1916
My own beloved Treasure,

10° of frost this morning & wee pink clouds — everything thickly covered

in snow. — Slept five hours this night, quite a treat. Botkin turned up — I have
not seen him fur two months at least, because I know by heart what me-
dicines to take when the heart is worse. Well, he gave me stronger drops as

its so enlarged & of course said to keep lying, wh. I do. I only have Shvedov
to-day, otherwise lie on the sopha. But still I want to go to Holy Communion
on Sunday, if only possible & so now beg your forgiveness my Sweetheart

for any word, wh. may have hurt you — I fear, I have been rough at times
— but out of despair only & endless love & yearning to help you. Pardon me,
Lovy. I want badly to go — am weary — but my spirits are up. Things
are going better, & Kalinin has behaved splendidly. I told him to write openly

to you about everything — he was shy to do so — I said it was his duty, once
you show him confidence. It is only thanks to him the scandles were pre-

vented in the Duma — Trepov was a coward, Shuvayev worse (wld. that Beliayev

were in his place, a gentleman & not one to bow down to the Duma & sock
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to be popular) — & Rodzianko listened to Kalinin's letter & became small —
bless the man may he continue being as firm & brave as he has up to now.

Send him a word of thanks or encouragement, wont you ? And affirm him
as Minister of the Interior (its wify's idea, & I think the right one). — People

said you would never stand up for him & Pitirim against everybody — & you
have I Well done, Huzy mine ! Only one thing just torments me, Gregory &
Protopopov — the Duma not to be called together before Febr. so as to give

them time to disperse, wh. is more than necessary, they are in a »group« a

poisonous element in town, whereas dispersed over the country nobody pays

any heed to them nor respects them. — Olga had a Committee yesterday eve-

ning, but it did not last long. Volodia Volkonsky, who always has a smile or

two for her — avoided her eyes & never once smiled — you see how our

girlies have learned to watch people & their faces — they have developed much
interiorly through all this suffering — they know all we go through, its

necessary & ripens them. They are happily at times great babies — but

have the insight & feelings of te soul of much wiser beings. As our Fr.

says — they have passed heavy y>courses«. — ^. P. took tea, told heaps about

Odessa & the battalion, Olga Evgen. etc. — Full of Petrograd horrors & rages

that nobody defends me, that all may say, write, hint at bad things about

their Empress & nobody stands up, repr. mands, punishes, banishes, fines

those types. Only Princess V. suffered, all others, Miliukov etc. go free. Yes,

people are not to be admired, cowards. But many shall be struck off future

court-lists, they shall learn to know in time of peace what it was in time of

war not to stand up for ones Sovereign. Why have we got a ramoli rag as

Minister of the Court ? He ought to have brought all the names & proposed

how to punish them for slandering your wife. A private husband wld. not

one hour have stood these assaults upon his wife. Personally I do not care a

straw — when I was young I suffered horribly through those injustices said

about me (oh how often) — but now the wordly things don't touch me deeply,

I mean nastinesses — they will come round some day, only my Huzy ought

really to stick up a bit for me, as many think you don't care & hide behinid

me. You won't answer about Balashov — now why did you not have him
severely written to by Fred. — I am not going to shake hands with him
whenever we meet, I warn you & I long to fling my fury into his face; little

snake — I have disliked him ever since I set eyes on him, & I told you so.

He thinks his high court rank allows him to write vile things — on the

contrary, he is utterly unworthy of it. — Have you said that Prince

GoUtzin is to have his court rank taken fr. him — don't dawdle deary, do

all quicker, its the Danish Bummelzug — be quicker in acting strike out people

fr. court lists & don't listen to Fred, protests — he is frightened & does not

understand how to deal at the present moment. —
Now forgive me, if I did wrong, in asking Kalinin's opinion about the

list you sent me. As we trust him (he came for 1/2 an hour to her yesterday), I

asked her to find out what he knows about the people. He promises to

hold his tongue that he saw the names of the candidates. — Only above all

begs Makarov to quickly leave, without putting him into the Council of the
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Empire, others neither were put there, & don't need Trepov's letter, believe our
Fr's advice & now /(alinln's too — he is dangerous & completely holds
Trepov in hand, others, Zhevakhov for instance knows it too. — He spoke
a while ago to Stche^lovitov, who finds Dobrovolsky whom he knows — excellent

in that place. I think you would only be right in naming him. I know
Dobrovolsky is much against the reorganisation of the Senate as projected, (I

think agreed to in the Council of the Empire & now presented to the Duma) —
says it will be as bad & left as the Duma, & not to be relied upon — he
told me that, when I saw him. I only spoke about the Senate & Georgie's
committee then. —

Send for K,alinin as soon as you arrive here & then Dobrovolsky to talk

to & name Stcheglovitov quicker — he is the right man in the right place & will

stick up for us & permit no rows. Yr. order has had a splendid effect upon
all — it came at such a good moment and showed so clearly all yr. ideas

about continuing the war. Fancy, poor Zizi was so upset, Miliukov in his

speech spoke about Lila Narishkin (Lichtenstein), spies etc. & said she was a

lady in high function at court confounding her with Mme Zizi. Poor old

lady heard that it got into small papers in the country, the Kurakins came
all flying & she had to explain to them — her supervisors full of horror, a

general in the army, — how can we keep such traitors near us (always a bite at

me & my people 1 1) — so she sent for Sazonov (Miliukov's bosom friend), & told

him to explain all & to insist upon his writing in the papers that he was lead

into error. It will appear in the »Retch«, & now she is quite calm again.

They touch all near me. Lila N. is at Astoria, & being watched by the

police. — Poor old Stcheglov died this night — better for him. he was so ill I

I am going to get hold of Ressin one of these days & tell him to pay
attention to his officers — Komarov. was always with them, he never, &
the tone has become very bad & even left — its the most difficult reg. as

so mixed & therefore needs a head to keep them well in hand & guide them,

& one does not speak well of them at all. The men don't like him because

he is hard — but the officers he does not a bit occupy himself with. — Just

had old Shvedov, fancy, when he told Trepov he was to be a member of the

Council of the Empire by your & my wish, he answered that it did not con-

cern him what orders Sturmer got, he did not hear it from you.

He brought me the list on one paper of all the members & we can look

at it together & strike out & add on new ones. Hates Kaufmann, says he said

very bad things, strike him off — now one must come with the brush & sweep
away the dust & dirt & get new clean brushes to work. —

Warmest thanks precious letter. Poor dear, will be tired to morrow —
God help you — only military & no political questions. All wild about your

order, the Poles of course intensely so. —
The kitten has climbed into the fireplace & now sneezes there. —
Glad, you saw Bagration — so interesting all about his wild men.
y>One must not spcakai. — »with tiny will«, but a wee bit weak & not confi-

dent in yourself & a bit easily believe bad advices. — Now — I bless, hug,

kiss you, my one & all. God bless & protect you.

Ever yr. very, very own tiresome Sunny.
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No. 404.

Tsarskoje Selo, Dec. 17-th 19 16

My own beloved Sweetheart,

Again very cold & gently snowing. Slept 5 hours this night, for me
quite good — heart not famous & don't feel well. You see my heart for

some time was bad again, but I did not keep quiet as ought to have by rights

— but I eld. not — I had to be in the hospital to change my thoughts, had
to see many people — the moral strain of these last trying months on a week
heart of course had to tell — this lovely journey to Novgorod was phisically

very tiring — & well, the old machine broke down. Hope to be decent for

Xmas at least this year. Since the war I have not been to any trees in hospital

or manege.— Shall think of you more than ever this afternoon — may all your

thoughts & plans be blessed by God.

Hope you can go to the Image before. — I have ordered an all-night

mass in the house — (& tho' very foolish) Church to-morrow at 9 in the

Pestcherny Chapel. Ania goes too & we confess at 10. Once more forgive me
for every pain & worry, beloved One — shall carry you in my heart &
soul to-morrow. —

How is the new General instead of Pustov? The latter must have been

sad to leave you — what a nice, honest & devoted man. —
I send you a paper with some ideas of Sukhomlinov about the Duma to

read through in the train. —
I cannot grasp why Voyeikov's thing was not done 2 weeks ago as in-

tended. —
Some gossips: Ania's Mother told her that /(rivoshein & Ignatiev bless

me for having telegraphed to you to leave all the food supply question in Rittich's

hands — there, & not one single word of truth in the whole thing, ah, how
people calmly lie & find it no sinl! —

You will finish the nice English novel in the train?

Oh the joy, the consolation of having you home again.

At such a time to be separated I assure you is at times absolutely ex-

asperating & distracting — how much easier to have shared all together &
spoken over everything, instead of letters wh. have less force, alas, & often

must have aggravated you, my poor, patient Angel. But I have to try & be
the antedote to others* poison. —

Has Baby's »worm« quite been got rid of? Then he will get fatter

& less transparent — the precious Boy I . .

.

We are sitting together — can imagine our feelings — thoughts — our
Friend has disappeared. Yesterday A. saw him & he said Felix asked him to

come in the night, a motor wld. fetch him to see Irina. — A motor fetched

him (military one) with 2 civilians & he went away.

This night big scandal at Yussupov's house — big meeting, Dmitri, Purish'

kevitch etc. all drunk. Police heard shots, Purishkevitch ran out screaming to the

Police that our Friend was killed.

469



Police searching & Justice entered now into Yussupov's house — did not

dare before as Dmitri there.

Chief of police has sent for Dmitri. Felix wished to leave tonight for

Crimea, begged Kalinin to stop him.

Our Friend was in good spirits but nervous these days & for A. too, as

Batiushin wants to catch things against Ania. Felix pretends He never came
to the house & never asked him. Seems quite a paw. I still trust in God's

mercy that one has only driven Him off somewhere. Kalinin is doing all he

can. Therefore I beg for Voyeikov, we women are alone with our weak
heads. Shall keep her to live here — as now they will get at her next.

I cannot & won't believe He has been killed. God have mercy.

Such utter anguish (am calm & can't believe it). —
Thanks dear letter, come quickly — nobody will dare to touch her or

do anything when you are here.

Felix came often to him lately.

& kisses

Sunny.
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